


IWulki meets counterpart in U.S. 

WASHINGTON fPeira) — Minister of Trade, Indus- 
fry and Supply Hani Mulki Wednes^y met with U.S. 
Sectary of Commerce Daley and discussed 

bilateral trade and economic relations. Dr. Mulki 
bnefed Mr. Daley on the Jordanian measures taken 
recently to start the Jordanian-European partnership 
a^^ent and to meet World Trade Organisation 
(y^O) membership requirements. In a«idition, they 
discussed His Majesty King Hussein's visit to die 
United States at the beginning of May. 



Jordan accepts nomination of new Israeli envoy 

AMMAN (AP) — Jordan has accepted the nominadon 
of a new Israeli ambassador, the second to die Kingdom 
since (^{domanc des were estabtidied in 19^. A Royal 
Decree carried by Jordanian newsp^rs Wednesday said 
His Majesty King Hussein endor^ Oded Eran's nomi- 
nation ^ a three-year temi The Israeli embassy said Mr. 
Eran win ^ve in Jordan on Monday to take up his 
dudes. Mr. Eran. 56, a It^er deputy ctirectcH'-general for 
economic affairs at . Israel's foreign ministry, succeeds 
Shimon Shamir. 62, who ended his two-year term here in 
February. Jordan and Israel established dipiomadc ties in 
Novem^ 1994. one mondi after signing a landmark 
peace treaty that ended nearly five decades of belligeren- 
cy between the Mideast nei^bou:s. 
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King, Netanyahu optimistic on 


Crown Prince honours labour 


peace on a CNN live broadcast 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Wednes- 
day described the current 
pace of the peace process as 
slow and (klled on Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu to engage with 
the Palestinians in dscreet 
talks that would address all 
aspects of the peace 
process. 

*T believe that we are 
moving extremely slowly 
and possibly are at a lull at 
this point in time in regard 
to the progress we had 
hoped would transform the 
region." the King said. 

Addressing Mr. 

Netanyahu by his nickname 
“■Bibi," the King said: ‘1 
think maybe we can do 
something, all of us. to see 
if we can move away from 
the public scene." 

The Israeli premier 

nded: "Your ^jesty, 
friend. I think you are 
It. It would be wonderful 
could rind the oppor- 
10 really discuss 
s directly.” 

Majesty said in a live 
rised interview with 
s prime minister 

ich was broadcast on 



Cable News Network 
(CNN) Wednesday evening 
"I would hope that the 
Prime Minister of Israel 
would be able to reassure us 
that he might be also able to 
address many points regard- 
ing tbe implementation of 
what has b^n agreed upon 
so far and hope^ly some 
action with courage and 
vision to help our Palestin- 
ian Ivethren in terms of 
their airport in Gaza Strip 
and seaport in Gaza, in 
terms of links between the 
West Bank and Gaza.... all 
of these will be of great help 
in laying once again the 
solid foundation of trust and 
mutual respect for the times 
ahead and negotiations that 
must be resumed." 

In an apparent reference 
to hardliners in Mr. 
Netanyahu's camp, the 
King said that "a minority 
of extremists here (in the 
Arab World) and there (in 
Israel) have dictated their 
agenda upon us." 

The King urged the Israeli 
premier to take action and 
display wisdom, courage 
and humiJii>'. "It is time not 
to demean each other, but 
for each of us in this posi- 
tion to place himself in the 
place of his opposite num- 


ber and think of the prob- 
lems and challenges be 
faces and seek to deviate 
them and to ease them. This 
is the spiriL I am sure that 
much can be done and much 
can be achieved and must 
be achieved." the King said. 

“This is a time for action, 
this a time for wisdom, a 
time for humility. It is time 
not to demean each other," 
the King said. 

His Majesty uiged Mr. 
Netanyahu to fulfil] com- 
mitments Israel made to the 
Palestinians in order to 
remove the deadlock in the 
peace talks, which was 
caused by the Israeli pre- 
mier's decision to build a 
Jewish settlement in Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

On his turn, Mr. 
Netanyahu said that his 
government will go ahead 
in the construction of a Jew- 
ish settlement in Arab East 
Jerusalem but added that his 
goN'emment will also build 
housing units for Arab resi- 
dents. 

‘Within the next two 
weeks we will begin con- 
struction of Arab hou.sing 
alongside the construction 
we have already done. We 
are absolutely committed 
for that equal treatment." he 


said. 

Mr. Netanyahu said that 
his government has started 
several steps to ease teoskm 
with the Palestinians by let- 
ting 56,(X)0 Palestinian 
workers enter Israel, lifting 
the closure imposed on tbe 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
and by making it easier for 
East Jerusalem Arab resi- 
dents. to regain residency 
rights (which Israeli author- 
ities have been revoking). 

In reply to a question on 
Israeli settlement building 
and expansion. King Hus- 
sein said: "I would like to 
say very, very clearly that 
any change in the status 
quo. any change on tbe 
ground beyond what has 
happened already only 
helps create greater difficul- 
ties... if we are negotiating 
the final setilemeor or about 
to begin to do so, then why 
add to the already com- 
plexed situation new ele- 
ments that will only create 
greater mistrust and then 
antagonism and cause reac- 
tions that all of us wish to 
avoid...this is my view and I 
am very happy to hear tbe 
prime minister say that 

( Continoed on page 2) 


representatives on worker's day 


By Ghalia Alul 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan Wednesday stressed 
the need for buildmg on 
Jordan's comparative 
advantage in its ^ility to 
manage its human 
resources in an effective 
and transparent manner. 

The Crown Prince 
emphasised that compre- 
hensive planning by the 
government and the private 
sectOT is essential to 
increase productivity and 
enhance die living stan- 
dards of Joidanians. 

In an address during a 
luncheon held in honour of 
leaders and members of 
labour associations and 
unions, the Crown Prince 
pointed k> tbe inteiconnect- 
edness of the forces of pro- 
duction and the need for 
more coordination among 
all sectors of society. 

"There is a common 
national interest in working 
as one t eam to increase pro- 
ductivity,” said Prince Has- 
san. pointing to the inherent 
complementarity between 
higher ^cation, and the 
labour force. 

"Increasing productivity 



is a multi-dimensional issue 
that requires training, 
incentives, effective man- 
agement of resources and 
guidance," said Prince Has- 
san. 

He said the ceremony to 
honour leaders and repre- 
sentatives of the labour sec- 
tor on the occasion of 
Labour Day was held at the 
University of Jordan to 
emphasise the interconnect- 
edness between higher edu- 


cation and the labour mar- 
ker. 

Prince Hassan said that 
effectix'e management of 
human resources and natur- 
al resources is a sure way 
to better productivity. 

Prince Hassan said during 
the luncheon which was 
anended by Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali and 
Deputy Prime Minister for 
Development Affairs Jawad 
Anani and Minister of 


Labour Saleh Khasawneh, 
that comprehensive sectoral 
planning is essential for the 
development process in the 
country. 

"I work side by side with 
every citizen of this country' 
in the government and the 
private sector in activating 
comprehensive sectoral 
planning." Prince Hassan 
said di^g the ceremony 

(Continued on page 2) 


femen’s ruling party proclaims 
^victory amidst charges of fraud 


Israel plans roads for 
West Bank settlers 


If extradited by the U.S., Abu 
Marzouk welcome in Jordan 


gkNAA (AFP) — 
¥emen's ruling party 
declared a crushing viaory 
jVednesday in pariiomen- 
]pry elections, which inter- 
JBDonal observers said 
^ere relatively free and fair 
ifespite a rash of killings 
iad charges of fraud. 

- President Ali Abdullah 
fSaleh's ruling General Peo- 
.^le’s Congress (GPC) said 
had won 161 of the 233 
idistricts already counted for 
the 301-mem^r parliament 
in Sunday's election. 

The election commission. 
howe\er. was due to com- 
plete the official tally later 
Wednesday. Its last tally, 
released Tuesday, gave the 
GPC 113 of the 167 seats 
L cramted. 

The GPC's main rival but 
al.vA-) parmer in the outgoing 
I governing coalition, the 

i NIami.st Islah Party (HP), 

ihreuiened Wednes^y not 
to rill its seats in the new 
piu-Hament, accusing Mr. 
Saleh's party of fraud and 
vote-rigging. 

.According to UP's count, 
it had u’on 44 seats of the 
226 districts so far counted, 
with the GPC winning 141 
and the rest going to inde- 
pendents. 

International ob$er\'er$. 
including representatives 
I from Europe. Russia and 
I the United States, .said 
I Wednesday that Yemen's 
I first elections tunce a 1994 


north-south civil war were 
relatively free and fair. 

"The Joint International 
Obsert’er Group in Yemen 
(JIOGY) notes that the 
1997 parliamentaiy elec- 
tions have taken place at an 
early stage of the country's 
democratic development 
and in complex circum- 
stances," said Fre Lc Poole, 
a senator from the Nether- 
lands and spokeswoman for 
the group. 

"f^ing into account 
those circumstances and 
despite the aforementioned 
irregularities, the JIOGY 
mission is of the opinion 
that the 1997 elections can 
be judged as free and fair." 
she saTd. 

However, she pointed out 
some irregularities, saying 
voting privacy had been 
compromised in more than 
one location and there was 
a laige military' presence in 
others during Sunday's 
election. Candidates also 
tried to influence voting on 
the day of polling, she 
added. 

Although most Yemenis 
people are illiterate, the 
country is the first on the 
Arab Peninsula to hold 
universal elections tor par- 
liament. 

Its efforts to establish a 
democratic system are seen 
as vital to continuing for- 
eign aid to Yemen, with the 
Netherlands and Germany 


topping the list of donors. 

The elections have been 
marred by shootings and 
attacks throughout the 
impoverished country, with 
the latest killings bringing 
the death toll to 27 during 
the elections. 

Tw'o IIP members were 
killed late Tuesday in an 
ambush 100 kilometres 
north of Sanaa, party offi- 
cials srud, on a (ky of vio- 
lence in which eight people 
died. 

According to HP's secre- 
tary-general. Mohammad 
A1 Yadumi. the attacker 
was then killed and his 
assailant also murdered so 
as to not leave any trace, 
bringing the death toll in 
that incident to four. 

Mr. Yadurm dem.anded 
that the GPC stop "med- 
dling and falsifying the 
vote counting in several 
regions.” 

He accused (he presi- 
dent’s party of trying to 
prevent HP from "gaining 
more than a certain number 
of votes."' 

Mr. Yadumi warned that 
if these violations continue, 
his party "will withdraw, 
without any regret from the 
electoral process and offer 
as a present to the GPC the 
seats that our candidates 
have won." 

He also told reporters that 

(Continued on page 2) 


Israel says Arab dies in crash, 
PNA says was shot by police 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
A man travelling in a car 
from the West Bank 
lowiudLs Jerusalem was 
killed early on Wednesday 
at an Israeli roadblock in 
what Pale.<itinians said was 
a deliberate shooting and 
hraelU called a crash. 

Israeli police said the dri- 
ver refused their order to 
^ at a roadblock. They 
^ they shot at tiie car's 
^.and U slammed into a 


Palestinian p^cventi^■e 
security' in the We.st Bank, 
.said the man was shot by 
Israeli undercover uniLs. 
The Israeli anny denied it. 

Another senior Palestin- 
ian security official said 
the killing did not take 
place at a roadblock, but on 
a main road in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

The senior Palestinian 
security official said the 
“Israelis were lying about 


"The Palestinian was 
killed by undercover units 
in civilian clothes and not 
bv the army,” said the 
Palestinian official who did 
not want to be identified. 

Israel Radio, citing police 
source.s. said an undercover 
unit of the border guards 
wa.s hunting for a suspected 
armed militant group near 
Hizmah when it spotted a 
suspect car and fired when 
tbe driver refused to pull 


^k. A police spokes- 
^nan said the identity of 
the driver nor the 
man was inunediately 
*^wn. 

^Uml Rajoub, head of 


the way they killed the 
Palestinian man because he 
wa.s ^Qt dead on a main 
road inside Jerusalem and 
very far from Hizmeh road- 
block." 


over. 

Television pictures token 
by Israel's Channel Two 
showed the front left tyre 

(Continued on page 2) 



File photo shows Musa Mohammad Abu Marzouk in a 
prison interview room, April 11. at the Metropolitan Cor- 
rectional Centre in New York (AFP photo) 


(XCUPDED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israel's Defence 
Ministry has drawn up a S300 
million plan to build new 
roads in the West Bank for 
Jew'ish seeders to avoid 
Palestinian-ruled areas, an 
Israeli newspaper reported 
Wednesday. 

If approved, tbe plan would 
entail widescale expropria- 
tion of Palestinian lands, tbe 
Haaretz newspapo* repealed, 
quoting defence imiustiy 
sources. 

The project invoNes pa\'ing 
some existing dirt roa^ and 
laying major new routes for 
settler use in the West Bank, 
including a second nortfa- 
souih road through the Jordan 
Valley and a throughway cut- 
ting across the northern 
Bank, it said. 

A number of roads for pure- 
ly military' use would al^ be 
under the project Much 
the Haaretz said would cost 
one billion shekels ($300 mil- 
lion). 

No but^etaiy approval has 
yet been granted for the plan, 
which is under discussion "at 
tbe highest levels of tbe 
defence establishment,'' the 
paper said. 

A defence minisiiy spokes- 
had no immediate com- 
ment when asked about the 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
opened its borders to 
55,000 Palestinian workers 
Wednesday, but tbe move 
did little to dent Palestinian 
anger over the stalemate in 
the peace process under 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

Li^g travel resmetions 
imposed five weeks ago 
following a Palestinian sui- 
cide bombing in Tel Aviv 
which killed three Israeli 
women, the army autho- 
rised 28,000 workers from 
the West Bank and 27,000 
from the Gaza Strip to 
reach day jobs inside Israel. 

PaJestmian labtxu* official 
A1 Mudalal said 29,000 
Palestinians out of 34,000 
who had so far received 
their travel authorisations 
actually entered Israel to 
work on Wednesday. Only 


report 

The Jewidj state began 
building so-called byi^s 
roarb for settlers wbra it 
granted autonomy to major 
West Bank towns in late 1^5 
under the Oslo peace accords. 

Palestinians say each road 
project necessitates the 
seizure of hundreds of 
hectares of Arab larKis. 

The roads also further iso- 
late Palestinian areas of the 
West Bank by creating 
Israeli -coatrotled axes across 
tbe territory. 

In February, tbe Israeli gov- 
ernment already gave 
approval to constrtictioD of a 
contrm'ersud new road sys- 
tem around Arab 
Jerusalem. 

The piq^i drew a quick 
rebuke from the Uolted States 
which said the coostniclion 
would prejudge scheduled 
negotiations between Israel 
and the Palestinians on tbe 
final stams of the territories 
and Arab East Jerusalem. 

The peace process has 
abeady been thrown into cri- 
ss by ^ime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's poli- 
cy of expaodiog Jewirii s^e- 
meais in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip and building new 
housing for Jews in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 


married men over tbe age 
of 29 were authorised to 
enter Israel This excluded 
some 15,000 Palestinians 
who have work pennits but 
are under 30 from benefit- 
ing from the easing of tbe 
closure, said Hanao Rabin, 
a spokesman for tbe mili- 
tary administration in the 
tetxiioiies. 

"This restriction was 
imposed because terrorists 
are usually single men 
under 30," he said- 

Mr. Robin also acknowl- 
edged that even with tbe 
eased restrictions. Pales- 
tinians w«« finding it 
increasingly difficult to 
find jobs in Israel due to 
coropetibon from foreign 
workers. 

Since Israel began regu- 

(Continued on page 2) 


By Tareq .Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan on 
Wednesday said that it will 
grant shelter to the former 
poliiburb chief of the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas), Musa 
Mohammad Abu Marzouk. 
if be is extradited firom the 
United States, the state 
minister for information 
affairs, Samir Mutawe', 
said. 

"His Majesty King Hus- 
sein, purely on humanitari- 
an bases, has decided to 
permit Mr. Abu Marzouk to 
come to Jordan," Dr. 
Mutawe' said. 

"His Majesty's decision 
stems from Jordon’s princi- 
ples that focus on support- 
ing the Palestinian people 
and removing obstacles that 
impede their path and ham- 
per their quest for peace, to 
win their rights on their 
national soil." the minisier 
added. 

A senior official was 
quoted by the AFP saying 
His Majesty' convinced the 
United States to release Mr. 
Marzouk adding that "the 
peraonal efforts of the King 
and his credibility with the 
U.S. administration have 
been fruitful. Tbe Hamas 
official will soon be 
released by Wasbinglon and 
will be able to come to Jor- 
dan." 

"King Hussein warns this 
gesture to defuse tbe crisis 
sparked by the situation of 
Mr. Marzouk whom Israel 
asked the United States to 

extradite,” the officia] who 
asked not to be identified 
said. Hamas poiitburo 
member Mohammad Nazal 
told the Jordan Times that 
Abu Marzouk will soon 
arrive in Jordan. 

"We have not received 
any information from the 
Jordanian side on Mr. Abu 
Maizouk's release but we 
welcome any step in that 
direction," Mr. Nazal said. 

"We do not know when 
he will arrive here," he 
said, but continued, "There 
are contacts between Abu 
Marzouk’s attorneys in 
New York and the U.S. 
iminigration authorities and 
I think a formula on his 
release u'il] be reached 


pretty soon." 

"We believe that Jordan’s 
decision to grant Mr. Abu 
Marzouk refuge is the first 
step towards his release." 
Mr. Nazal said. 

A three-man Hamas team 
includ'mg Khalid Mish'al, 
tbe group's poiitburo chief, 
Ibrahim Ghosheh and Mr. 
Nazal met with Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Salam Majali 
last week and discussed Mr. 
Marzouk's release. 

"Dr. Majafi informed us 
that the Kingdom was' 
ready to receive Abu Mar- 
zouk if the United States 
requested his extradition to 
Jordan and 1 believe that 
tinere are contacts between 
Jordan and the United 
States on this regard," 1^. 
Nazal added. 

He said that Mr. Marzouk 
rejected a U.S. condition to 
sign a forced confession 
indicating his involvement 
in military attacks agaunst 
Israel as a prerequisite for 
his release. 

"Abu Marzouk declined 
to sign any document that 
links him and the group to 
attacks against Israel and 
will never sign such docu- 
ment." Mr. Nazal said in a 
telephone interview with 
the Jordon Times. 

The Jordanian move to 
grant asylum to Mr. Mar- 
zouk would put an end to 
the 22-momh old dilemma 
of the Hamas leader who 


was arrested at JT. 
Kennedy Aiiport in New 
York on July 1995 for 
alleged violation of immi- 
gration regulations. 

The Hamas leader, who 
has a residency permit, has 
been living in the U.S. 
since 1982. 

A New York court Judge 
said that there was enough 
evidence to prove Mr. Mar- 
zouk was involved in a 
series of attacks against 
Israel which left 47 killed 
and hundreds injured, AP 
reported. 

Mr. Abu Marzouk denied 
any link to anti-Israel 
attacks insisting that his 
role was merely political 
and had nothing to do with 
violence against Israel. 

Israel demanded Abu 
Marzouk's extradition in 
order to try him over an 
alleged involvement in sev- 
eral attacks against Israel 
but later changed its mind 
claiming the extradition 
would give a reason for 
Hamas to commit more 
attacks. 

Political analysts howev- 
er said that there is no solid 
evidence to incriminate him 
and the result of any trial 
would be his release. If he 
was tried in Israel and 
released. Israel would lose 
the opportunity to extradite 
him out of the West Bank. 

(Continue on page 2) 


Israel opens West Bank 
borders to Palestinians 






me & Middle East News 


Knesset rejects demand for state inquiry into scandal 


TCL AVIV (AP) — Israers 
parliaiiicm iKnessen on 
Wednesday rejected opposi- 
tion dcniunds for u state 
inquiry into the iniluence 
peddling scandal that has 
shaken Benyuinin 

Netanvidiu’s covcmnient. 

The Knesset voted down 
(he Libour Party's proposal 
to set up on official investi- 
y.ding conmiission by 33« 
with opc abstention. 

Tile state prosecution last 
week rejected police recom- 
nicndatinns to indict Mr. 
Nct.inyahu and two top 
aides in the .scandal but tliev 


did agree lo press exionion 
charges against .Ary eh Deri, 
a key coalition partner. 

Police suspect Mr. 
Netanyahu in January 
appointed Jerusalem lawyer 
Roni Bor-On as attorney 
general under pressure from 
Mr. Deri, who allegedly 
believed Mr. Bar-On would 
agree to u plea bargain in his 
ongoing comiption uial. 
Mr. Deri heads the religious 
Shas Party, whose 10 parlia- 
ment scats are enough (o 
bring down the government. 

Mr. Bar<On resigned after 
onls' one dbv in o^ice amid 


a furor over his suitability 
for the job. When the alle- 
gations surfaced on Israel 
TV' a few days later all sides 
involved denied them and 
Mr. Netanyahu called for a 
police investigation. 

On .April 20. .Attorney 
General Elyakim Rubin- 
stein said Ntr. Netanyahu's 
actions raised disturbing 
questions, but there wa.s 
insufficient evidence to try 
anyone but Mr. Deri. 

The decision drew wide- . 
spread criticism, especially 
iTom Sephardim or Middle 
Ea.stem Jews, who claimed 


the Moroccan-bom Mr. 
Deri was being sbgled out 
because of his bac^TOuad. 
Others maintained the pros- 
ecutors were too easy on the 
premier and noted tte cases 
against Mr. Deri and Mr. 
Netanyahu were based on 
the testimony of the same 
man — Mr. Deri’s former 
attorney Dan Avi- Yitzhak. 

The dovish Meretz Party 
has pedtioned the supreme 
court to force Mr. Rubin- 
stein to prosecute Mr. 
Netanyahu and Justice Min- 
ister Tsahi Han^bi as well. 

The petition is to be con- 


sidered by the court next 
week. Although such inter- 
vention by the court is rare, 
there are precedents. 

In the Knesset Wednes- 
day. Labour lawmaker 
Moshe Shahol said the Bar- 
On case was the most seri- 
ous scandal in Israel's histo- 
ry* 

prune minister is not 
an ozdinary citizen,'* Mr. 
Shahal told parliamenL ''He 
cannot be found innocent 
due to doubt." 

Meretz lawmaker Yossi 
Sarid said the Bar-On 
sq^pointment "was part of a 


big plan to turn the justice 
minisny into a rubber 
stamp.” 

Replying for the govem- 
menu Communications 
Minister Limor Liv'nat 
accused the opposition of 
being motivated primarily 
by a desire to topple the 
government. 

'The moment the conclu- 
sions of the attorney general 
and the state attorney did 
not please the opposition for 
political reasons, they 
began to propose all sorts of 
devices such as a state com- 
mission of inquiry." 


Faiestinian legislators jammed off airwaves 


RAMALLAH cAFPt — 
Liu* (elcvbion hroudca.<is 
Ilf Palestinian Legislative 
Council sessions have been 
laimnod, in what deputies 
c.illed Wednesday u move 
lu dh.* Paksrtnian National 
.\uthorit> (PNA) to silence 
critieism by the body. 

Transinivsjon of Tuesday 
.iiul Wednesday's session 
w ii'. jainined for the second 
neck in u row. said a teeh- 
nk'i.iii for the Al Qiid.s Edu- 
iMdon Cliannel. an indepen- 
deni, loe.'il Raniallah station 
which has l>een broade;ist- 
iivr the sessions. 

.An ofilcial with (he .*\1 
(,hids channel, who asked 
not to Iv n.imed. said the 
suiiion had traced the jam- 
ining to the Palestinian 
Bro.ulcusting Company 
iPBCi. which is nin by the 
selt-nilc PNA. 


PBC supervisor Nabil 
.Amr denied PBC was 
involved and said a group 
of engineers from the .Al 
Quds channel "came to our 
station and examined it and 
agKtid we on? not even able 
to interfere with their trans- 
mission." 

P.ilesiinian President 
A’usser .Arafat's spokesman 
Marwan Kunafoni. also a 
council mcmlvr, said he 
did not know the source of 
the jamming. "If it is an 
official body doing it or 
not. it should be slopped," 
he s;iid. 

Several deputies accused 
the PN.A. which has hmg 
oppv.>sed live broadca.sLs of 
the S,S-membcr council, of 
ordering the jamming. 

"Tliere is a war here 
between the Palestinian 
executive and legislature. 


They arc try'ing to keep the 
council isolai^ from the 
people because we express 
our opinions directly," said 
Hussam Khader. 

“1 am shocked that they 
stop an independent station. 
This weakens democracy 
here,'* said Marwan 
Burghuti. 

The Jamming adds to the 
frustration of many 
deputie.s who say the coun- 
cil has been ignored by 
Palestinian meitia due to 
pressure from the PNA. 

"Unfortunately the 

national television (PBC) 
hasn't covered any ses- 
sions. They have ignored us 
since we were elected," in 
January* 1996. Mr. Batghuti 
said. 

"Palestinians mu.st be 
allowed to sec us. But the 
authoritv does not like the 


idea. We disagree openly 
openly and are critical of 
the authority." said member 
Zayad Abu Amr. who 
added that it was "not yet 
proven that the authority is 
behind the jamming " 

Nabil Amr, also a council 
member, said the PBC 
agreed Wednesday with the 
council to broadcast "selec- 
tions from the scs.sions" 
throughout the W'est Bank 
and Cazu Strip. 

The Al Quds station, 
which covers only Ramal- 
lah and northern Jerusalem, 
has been broadcasting the 
sessions for the past six 
weeks. 

The channel also distrib- 
utes tapes of council ses- 
sions to other independent 
local stations in the West 
Bank towns of Nablus, 
Tulkarem, and Bethlehem. 


Hamas calls for ‘rescue’ of 
curfewed W. Bank village 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The Islamic Resis- 
tance Movement (Hamas) 
called Wednesday for an 
Arab summit to "rescue" the 
West Bank village of Surif. 
which has been under Israeli 
curfew for *40 days. 

"We call for an emeigency 
Arab summit to find ways to 
save Surif and the rest of the 
Palestinian lands from Zion- 
ist terrorism," Hamas said in 
a statennent received by AFP. 

Israel slapped a curfew on 
Surif, home to 15,000 Pales- 
tinians. alter one of hs resi- 
dents conducted a bombing 
in Tel Aviv claimed 1^ 
Hamas which left three 
Israelis dead on March 2 1 . 

In investigating the bomb- 
ing. Israeli authorities said 
they uncovered a Hamas cell 


which had killed eight other 
Israelis in attacks over the 
past year. 

The Israeli aimy destroyed 
four houses in Surif and 
□nested around 60 lesideois 
of the village since, accord- 
ing to P^estinian rights 
groups. 

‘HIib continuing, brutal 
curfew on the village has led 
to a dangerous lack of food- 
stuffs ai^ milk for children, 
which threatens to cause a 
famine in the village." 
Hamas said. 

The group said it was "sur- 
prised by the laxity of the 
Palestinian authority 

towards these crimes and its 
insistence on protests with- 
out moving or allowing the 
people to move in reaction 
to these crimes." 


Israel says Arab dies in crash 


i Continued fnim page 1) 

\\.\s punciiiix'J. the from 
rielii side of the hood wa.s 
belli, there was a gunshot 
hole in the hack right vvin- 
d ‘u .ind liicrc WU.S no bUnxl 
inside the car. 

The pictures, taken after 
ilv hodv was apparently 
jvjiiovcd. shout'd -tlic- cair 
bvihe side i»f,ihdhighway. 
IL^ headlights on and iiiluct 
and lour Israeli police vans 
NCUuqicd .miunJ it. A 
reninic-contnMIed bomb 
detonator went from one of 
the police vans towards the 
cai and then back. 

\\'eJncsiJay's shiHittng 
u as (he second deadly inci- 
dent in the West Hank since 
Monday, when Israeli sol- 
tlicrs shut .ind killed u 
'tone-throwing youth in u 
village ne.ir Iho town of 
Hehion. 


In February, an under- 
cover Israeli army unit shot 
and killed a 55-year-old 
Hizmeh nun when they 
were confronted by resi- 
dents dunng u training mis- 
sion in the village. 

The army later repri- 
manded the unit and sever- 
al commanding officers for 
negligence in the man’s 
death and in the org^inisa- 
lion of the training excer- 
cise. 

The tinny and bonier 
police operate several units 
of .Arabic-speaking under- 
cover tnx)ps to act against 
suspected Palestinian 
exireinisis. 

The units have been 
accused by human rights 
groups of carrying out 
numerous CMra-judicial 

killings of Palestinian sus- 
pects. 


King, Netanyahu optimistic on peace 


(Continued from page 1) 

also the question of the 
Jerusalemites- Arab 

Jerusalemites- ID carriers 
and others will be resolved 
<oon becau.«e we hove a 
feeling that a lot of people 
are leaving Jerusalem 
because they do not cany 
the. Israeli IDs there, ud 
this is again something 
causing a great anguish 
amongst us and Palestini- 
ans." 

The King said that despite 
setbacks in the peace 
process he was c^imistic 
and he "would like to sug- 
gest that the process is 
alive, that we are facing a 
momem of slownes.s...but 1 
hope that we will see it pass 
and we will sec Israeli- 
Palcstinion negotiations 
with the help of all those 
interested in establishing 


peace. 

"We can move away from 
the public scene and con- 
duct our business more in a 
manner that would enable 
us to achieve results. I think 
there are too many state- 
ments from here and there 
and from everywhere that 
confuse people, that do not 
reflect necessaril)^ what is 
actually happening and 
cause bitter despair and 
despondency," the King 
added. 

His Majesty urged the 
United Slates to resume its 
vital role to restart the 
peace making in the region 
and said that mediation of 
other parties ore welcomed. 

’The United States plays 
the role. The United Slates 
can play — because it is the 
friend of all and is respect- 
ed by all. There are those 
who speak about the role of 


others in this world, and we 
welcome the efforts of all 
be it Russia, the co-sponsor 
of the Madrid conference or 
be it Europe, but we hope 
that their efforts would be 
complementary to chat of 
the United States and we 
will see all working in har- 
mony to achieve progress 
and to turn the tide." he 
said. 

“1 do not believe that any- 
one questions the position 
of the United States, it is 
always ready to contribute 
positively lo the solution of 
the problems of this region 
in terms of its role lo the 
world, and in lenns of con- 
tidence it enjoys from all 
sides and I would hope chat 
we and other nations of the 
world interested in' peace 
will play a supportive role 
to move ahead," His 
Majesty said. 


If extradited by the 
U.S., Abu Marzouk 
welcome in Jordan 

(Continued from page 1) 

Eariier this month. U.S. 
District Judge Denise Cote 
refused to release Mr. Abu 
Marsnik. saying Ismel's 
decision to suspend exnacti- 
tion procedures did not can- 
cel immigration charges 
against him. 

Chief of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI). Louis Ferreh. visited 
the Kingdom Iasi month and 
met with His Majesty King 
Hussein and securi^ oER- 
cials, including the minister 
of interior, director of the 
General Intelligence Depart- 
ment (GID) and fonner Jus- 
tice Minister .Abdul Karim 
Doughmi and reportedly dis- 
cussed with them the exnadi- 
tion of the Hamas leader to 
the Kingdom. 


Israel opens West Bank borders 


tl'nntiniivd fnim page II 
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kev jgneuilunti uid construc- 
tion M-Viors which provided 
mvisi d.i> icpb** l'v»r rcsidcnis nf 
the «vcuricil territories 
.\s a result many Polcsiini- 
atis who «nuM niiKHvise he 
chgiHc to work in Israel are 
unuhlc li' gain authorisation 
since pcrr»iil.> ate orJv isNued 
once .LI I*>racli craployer sub- 
:iiit» .1 request for a sprcific 
vvi'iii Use niiiiian and 
the P.tlcsUftjan 


.Authority- iPN.A) cmplov- 
mcm depurtmenL 
"Palestinians don't have the 
right iLi freely 'Aundcr Israeli 
lowus in search of work." Mr. 
Rabin said. Hussein .Al Fuqa- 
hu, a Palestinian union 
uciivisL said the real numbers 
of Palestinians working in 
Israel "is far below the ofli- 
cial number announced by the 
Israeli goveramenL” 

"In realirv, the eU-Kunr has 


only been partially lifted, 
uhffl it should be eliminat- 
ed." he told AFP. 

PNA otTiciuls also said the 
decision of lifting the closure 
was iusufficienl lo revive a 
peace process thrown into cri- 
sis by Israel's policy of 
expanding Jew ish building in 
Palestinian areas. Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

"Things cannot be normal 
while settlement continues on 
Jabal .Abu Ghnelm," the 
Jerusalem hilltop where Israel 
is building a new Jewish set- 


tlements. said Ahmad Abdul 
Rahman. PNA cabinet secre- 
tary-general. 

"The lifting of the closure 
does not constitute an alterna- 
tive to the end of scolemeot 
building in Jerusalem and 
throughout the EAdestinian 
territories. The resumption of 
peace calks depends on 
respect for conunitmenLs." he 
said. 

.Mr. Netanyahu reiterated 
this week he would not halt 
Jewish settiement building 
despite Palestinian and 


international condemnation. 

The United Nations recent- 
ly reported that the Israeli 
rcstricticns on the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip since 1992 
had cost the Palestinian econ- 
omy some S6 billion in lost 
revenues. 

For 1996, when the territo- 
ries were sealed almost con- 
tinually, the Palestinian econ- 
omy shrunk by nearly nine 
per cent, while the gross 
national product per capita 
fell from S20.700 in 1992 to 
SJ0.7U0 last year. 


which was also attended by 
presidents of the chambers 
of industry and commerce. 

Prince Hassan. who pre- 
sented gjfts of appreciation 
to representatives of the 
labour sector, said that tbe 
competitiveness of tbe Jor- 
danian economy can be 
ensured by improving 
quality, pointing to tte 
importance of investing in 
manpower. 

Prince Hassan said 
Jordan is able Eo bring 
about positive change but 
stressed tbe need for cc»p- 
eratioo, coordination, 
transparency and construc- 
tive dialogw as essential 
prerequisites for long-term 
developmeoL 

"We must move from slo- 
gans to effective and bene- 
frcial work.” and protect 
the stability of tbe country, 
the Crown Prince said. 

•Everybody should par- 
ticipate in the decision- 
making process and build- 
ing the country,” said the 
Crown Prince. 

There are rights and 
needs that must be realised, 
he said, but there is a 
national duty to assert that 
Jordan is not a temporary 
passage for serving any- 
body's personal interests. 

Prince Hassan urged 
civic society institutions to 
play their conscructive role 
through dialogue and par- 
ticipatioD in the decision 
maioDg process by taking 
the initiative in addressing 
absolute issues of national 
concern. 

Tbe Crown Prince said 
that mission statements 
identified by all parties 
concerned in both the 
pubic and private sectors, 
should guide legislation 
process to ensure tbe sta- 
bility. pennonence and 
acceptance of legislation. 

Prince Hassan called for 
rearranging Jordan's 
national priorities through^ 
thorough and scientific ' 
approaches, pointing to the 
ne^ for developing the 
area of informatics that can 
assure accurate knowledge. 

In his wide-ranging 
remarks, the Crown Prince 
also said that the produc- 
tion of a cost of living 
index on regular periodic 
bases is essential for the 
right assessment of wages 
and incentives. 


Yemen’s ruling 
party proclaims 


(Continued from page 1) 

because of tensions in the 
Hajjah district. GPC and 
IIP officials have agreed to 
move the voting boxes in 
the main city of the 
province. 

At Ibb. 70 kilometres 
south of Sanaa, a member 
of the election commission 
was killed and a soldier 
was injured during a shoot- 
out betw een the supporters 
of two independent candi- 
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WTLATHER 

UiilU tj'. b\ Uif Dtpun- 

rrtTJ , «f .t/r’.v-’. 

Teni|X'.'aaire> ore expected lo 
nsc gradually dunr.g die week- 
end with weaiher conditions 
Kvoninc modeiseiy ujrrn and 
u-jnds si.xieiea.<?etiy nAxlcraic. Ln 
.Aqaba, it will tv wunii and 
sunny, winds nonhcrly moderate 
and seas calm. 


.Nhni..'Ma\ Temperatures 

Amfrein 0&C4 

.Aqaba 14/32 

Deserts .IW27 

JuntooVaUey IJ.?! 

'^'cs'tenbiy's high temperatures: 
.Anmun 20. .'^qabo, 30 Humidity 
reading: .Amoun 29 per cent 
.Aqaba 2*» per cctl 
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Food Control Centre ..-.6371 1 1 
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.661111 
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Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
b377T7 
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Traffic Police - 896390 
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Overseas Calls JM0230 

Cenirai Amman T el e phone 

Repais .623101 

Abdali Tdephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Tefevcioa 7731 II 
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Princess 
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•CGj272275 

Ibn .Al Nafees Hospital 
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This informakin » suix^lied by 
Roys] Jordanian (RJ) iafomts- 
hon departmeiH at the Queen 
Alia ImematioRal Ahpon TeL 
l08lr320Q where it should 
always be verified. 

Information (xi other are 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) or 
08(53250L 
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dates. 

Supporters of a losing 
candidate in the election 
also hurled a grenade at a 
voting station ui Dhamar. a 
southern tribal province, 
killing another soldier, also 
on Tuesday. Two guards 
also died in a Taez b«nmb 
attack. 

Sixteen people, includint, 
a candidate, were killed ini 
election day violence. I 
Another three people died 
on the eve of the vote. 
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Addressing representa- 
tives of all the seciorb of 
the pr^ctiofl process, ibe 
Crown Prince said that 
serving public interest rs 
the objective of gover- 
na pee, and that this gO'jl 
can be better served w tb 
the participation of all con- 
cerned. 

Prince Hassan also 
stressed the need to 
approach security in its 
compFebensive defrnition. 
especially soft security 
which entails economic 
and social security' that 
protects human dignity. 

Prince Hassan expressed 
satisfaction over the deci- 
sion to reactivate the 
National Guidance Com- 
mittee which will be an all 
encompassing effort to 
comprehensively renew the 
dialogue over issues of 
national importance. 

The Crowm Prince said 
the diversity and plurality 
of the Jordanian society are 
assets that can stren^en 
the development process 
and enhance stability. 

Prince Hassan also 
addressed Jordan's rela- 
tions with tbe Palestinians, 
reiterating Jordan’s support 
for the establishment of an 
independent Palestinian 
state on the Palestinian 
national soil. 

Prince Hassan's remarks 
set the tone for a compre- 
hensive discussion, in 
which Prime Minister 
Majali participated, of a 
number of issues pertain- 
ing to the labour sector and 
its needs and concerns. 

Dr. Majali said tbe gov- 
ernment is working on a 
comprehensive national 
bealtii insurance scheme 
and is doing all it can to 
improve the investment 
environment and reduce 
unemployment and poverty 
levels. 

But Dr. Majali said that 
Jordanians need to "over- 
come the shame culture" 
when it comes to certain 
Jobs that Jordanians refuse 
to take. 

The discussion, during 
which representatives of 
tbe labour unions 
expressed appreciation for 
the Crown Prince's gesture 
and remarks, also touche>l 
on vocational training, 
wages and efforts ij 
improve the labour market 
as well as investment envi- 
ronmenL 
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Minister of Education and Highw Education Munther Masri Wednesday <^ns an 
exhibition of art works and hwdicrafts at the liHbid Comprehensiye School for girls 
(F^tra photo) 


‘Government responsible for 
health coverage of citizens’ 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
Wednesday stated that the govemmem considers itself 
responsible for ensuring health insurance for all Jordanians 
who are not currently ^le to afford medical treatment 

The prime minister maintained that the government guar- 
antees this right at present for employees and their depen- 
dents, but hopes that all will be able to benefit in the future. 

Or. Majali was speaking at a meeting widi Minister of 
Health Ashraf Kurdi and the ministiy's planning commit- 
tee during a visit to the Ministry of Health. 

He stressed the importance of dialogue among officials 
within each ministry and department as well as exchanges 
of consultation and views. 

The government is eager to reduce flabbiness in govern- 
ment departments and rehabilitate civil servants, offering 
incentives and redistributiiig employees in government 
departments in a manner as would best serve both the sys- 
tem and the public, the prime minister explained. 

Referring to decentralisation policies. Dr. Majali 
affirmed that the government is continiiing to confer addi- 
tional authority upon governors for the benefit of local 
co mmuni ties in various govemorates. 

Health Minister Ashraf Kurdi outlined the ministry’s 
plans and services and engaged the prime minis ter in a gen- 
eral discussion regarding health services. 


Police f '" \' seizes cache of firearms 


AMMAN (Pe. 
Police Force 
seizure of a c. 
tion and other . 
Safawi district neti- 


? Royal Badia 
reported jhe 

ns, amtnnni - 
texQs in the 
ibed in the 


eastern deserts of the Kingdom. 

A spokesman for the police force main - 
tained that a patrol unit relating the 
eastern regions, north of Sarawi, spotted 
a pick-up truck occupied by three per- 
sons. 

The truck, he said, had no licence 
plates. 

The officers searched fiie ' ehicle and 
found that it containec bulldozer 

ei^ine with spare parts, automatic 

rifles and 785 rounds of ammunition 
which had been smuggled into Jordan. 

Another badia patrol unit in a nearby 
area searched an oil tank truck with a 
Jordanian licence plate and found that 
carried 230 cartons of smuggled ciga- 
rettes, the spokesman said. 

AH those involved in me smuggling 
o^rations have been arrested, be added. 

Meanwhile, Wednesday, die head of 


the anti-narcotics division at the Public 
Security Department (PSD), Colonel 
Nazib Shreideh, reported that over the 
past three weeks, police seized 83 kilo- 
grams of hashish and one kilogram of 
heroin and arrested the persons involved 
in peddling the drugs. 

Col. Shreideh affirmed that his office 
was tipped in regards to a foreigner 
attemptiiig to sell heroin and that the 
office apprehended the suspect while in 
the process of selling one kilogram of the 
drug. 

Nineteen oth^ persons were arrest^ in 
the Amman area on suspicion of selling 
heroin, he said. 

All those detained had previous crimi- 
nal police records, according to Col. 
Shreideh. 

In the past three weeks, he said, his 
teams have seized S3 kilograms of 
hashish with the suspected involvement 
of 80 persons of various nationalities. 


RSS, German agency sign executive agreement 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) and the German 
Agency for Technical 
Cooperation (GTZ) 

Wednesday signed an exec- 
utive agreement on the 
implementation of a Ger- 
man-Jordanian project to 
economise energy con- 
sumption in industry. 

The agreemem. signed by 
Acting RSS President Said 
Alloush and GTZ Resident 
Chief Buigbardt Kebr, aims 
at aiding both the RSS and 
the Higher Council of Sci- 
ence and Technology to 
better utilise eneigy in Jor- 
daman industry up to such a 
level as adopt^ in industri- 
al-nations. 


This can be accomplished 
through the instruction of 
engineers and technicians 
as well as through the pro- 
vision of services, research 
and consultations to help 
Jordan cease ener^ 
wastage and rationalise 
eneigy consumption in 
industry. 

It will also improve ener- 
gy use in different industri- 
al sectors. 

Under the programme, 
the two sides build an 
integrated data bank to link 
the project with similar 
ones in other nations coop- 
erating with the German 
agency. 

Dr. Alloush voiced Jor- 
dan's predation for Ger- 


man assistance and lauded 
the long-standing coopera- 
tion between the two coun- 
tries since the 197(^ when 
Germany aided the RSS to 
develop its infiastructure. 

This cooperation has ben- 
efited the Jordanian econo- 
my as it serves both the pri- 
vate and the public sectors, 
he added, 

Mr. Kehr expressed satis- 
faction regarding ±e agree- 
ment’s conclusion which 
he described as represent- 
ing a long-term fhiitfiil 
cooperation. 

“We begin a new stage of 
action and expect positive 
results in the coming 
years,” be concluded. 


Four die in road accident 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN.toJtout peqfde. 
Inducing tbiree office, 
were- killed Tuesday .-.in. a 
load accident on .. 
Mafraq-Bagbdad highway, 
official reports said. 

The rep^ described the 
accident, which occurred at 
8:30 pJtt., as involving a 
public transportation vehi- 
cle ^ well as that of the 
Royal Badia Police. 

According to the reports, 
the Badia Police vehicle, 
arriving from the Rew'ished 
area to Mafraq. hit the pub- 
lic transportation vehicle 
bead on. 

Traffic officials blamed 
the driver of the second 
vehicle, {Qtaled Mishrof 
Sardieb, 24, for taking the 
wrong lane. 

Mr. Sardieh was killed in 
the accident. 

The deceased were all 
fir^ class privates from the 
Royal Armed Forces and 
idi^tified as: Nd>ih 

Ibrahim Mohammad. 35. 
Amin Mohammad Ibrahim. 
35, and Samir Abdul 
Karim, 37. 


In ocher incidents, two 
aimed forces personnel 
were killed and two others 
.W^rc.iiiiu^ in ^ ^ .at the 
l^tb..Mec.bani,cal Division 
.wbich belongs to the Jordan 
Armed Forces. 

According to one official, 
the cause of the fire was an 
electrical failure. No fur- 
ther details were available. 

The deceased were identi- 
fied as. Corporal Ibrahim 
Axef Hameideh and Private 
Abdul Aziz Yassin. 

The two injured in the 
accident were identified as 
Abdullah Salim and AU 
Mohammad, both suffering 
from bums in different 
parts of their bodies and 
listed in fair condition. 

Meanwhile, Irbid police 
are investigating the death 
of a 30-year old woman 
who was Wednesday found 
burnt beyond recognition in 
her house in the Sharqi 
neighbourhood. 

An official source told the 
Jordan Times that the 
woman, Jalileh Abdul Jalil. 
was found in her bedroom 
near the Nurses Housing 
Complex, with gasoline 
traces on her body. 


The official added that an 
autopsy will be performed 
on the woman's body to 
deteimme the cfuuse of b^r 
death. 

In other accidents in; the 
Kingdom, ■ ■ ’ three people!, 
including one child, were 
killed in separate accidents. 

In Zarqa, police reports 
said tbai a five-year old 
child, identified as Hussein 
Mohmnmad, was killed 
after being struck by a vehi- 
cle. 

The reports said that the 
driver of the vehicle, identi- 
fied only as Z. S.,35, was at 
fault for failing to yield to 
pedestrians. 

Two people died of elec- 
trocudon in two separate 
accidents in Mafraq and 
Irbid, police reports said. 

Subhi Ibrahim, 28, died 
while attempting to discon- 
nect wires from an elecnic- 
ity box in the building he 
lived in in Irbid. 

In Mafiraq, a 23-year-old 
woman, identified as Khit- 
meh lyadeh, died of elec- 
trocution. The report gave 
no further details. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Farmer’s market to open at Marj A1 Hamam 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry' of Supply has initialed measures to construct a zone 
for farmers to display asricultur^ products and sell them directly to consumers, A min- 
istry official Wednesday said that the zone or open market place will be located near the 
Anuaaan International Fair Centre at Marj AI Hamam. w-est of Amman. The official main- 
tained that farmers will be allowed to rent spaces for their goods for nominal fees. The 
market place will be opened in the next few weeks, he said. 

Aqaba workshop on children opens today 

AQABA (Petra) — A txvo-day workshop on children will open today In Aqaba duMg 
which several reoerts will tackle chiidren-related problems m the Aqaba repon. The 
workshop, in which 100 local children are .«!lated to participate, also entmis Aalogues 
hetween v^ous sectors and departments of the govemorate. It will be held at the Social 
l3e?elopment Centre. 

Croatian dignitary concludes visit to Jordan 

AMMAN (Petra) — The commander of the Croatian Armed Forces Pavao MiJjavac 
Wsdav concluded a several-day visit to Jordan. Dunn" |us slay, the commander was 
waived by Jordanian leaders and visited a number of military posiuo^ 
logical sites. Mr. Milijavac was accompanied to the ^man aiipon by HRH Pnnee 
Abdullah Ben .AI Hussein. Field Marshal Abdal Hafiz Marei Kaabneh, the chairman of 
joim chiefs of staff and other senior army officers. 

^Bnister opens administrative seminar 

^ERASH (Petra) Minister of Municipal and Rural Affa^ and the Environment Taw- 
^Kreishan Wednesdav opened a seminar on local adniinisCranon formayors. He 
^>ha.«:ised hi.s ministry’s determination to help local councils sho^^r their respoKi- 
toa through improving staff efficiency and performance. 

*?^-based Philadelphia University that the miiustry will also provide lechm^, nnm 
^ assistance and advice. Mr. Kieishan urged local councils to develop long-term 
*^gies and seek to achiet'e them. 


Israeli 
tourist 
stabbed in 
Um Qais 

By Rana Hosseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A 30-year old 
Israeli tourist was stabbed 
and slightly injured 
Wednesday ffloming in the 
Um Qais tourist area in 
Irbid, officials confirmed. 

The woman. Roline B. 
Golan, was st^bed in the 
stomach by a man, identi- 
fied only as H.G., 2Z and 
described as ’*unl^anced” 
by Jordanian officials. 

She was part of an Israeli 
group of 33 who were on a 
four-day visit to the King- 
dom. 

Officials smd that the 
woman was treated at 
Yaim^ ..H<^alih C>ai^ 
and later re'leased. , 

officials said 
they, have arrested the 
alleg^ assailant and are 
quesdoaini him. 

The Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported 
that Minister of Tourism 
and Antiquities Aqel Biltaji 
visited both the injur^ 
tourist and the remaining 
group, which expressed 
their appreciation for the 
Jorthmian government’s 
concern. 

The group stressed that 
they will resume their 
sch^uLed four-day tour to 
the Kingdom as planned. 

in a news item released 
by Petra, a Jordanian offi- 
cial stat^ tl^ the King- 
dom has a firm stand on 
crimes and terrorism, and 
“condemns these acts irre- 
spective of who committed 
them or their motives.' 

WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 

: CasCERT 

V »Kan6 redial by Swiss’ 
.Pianists Wenier- Bartschi 
Mbvenpick Hotel. 
‘Petra at 8:00 p^m. 

- AJflWALSPORTS 

^Second animal ^>OTtS 
.^y at Aixunan Academy, 
Kh^daob Frid^ (10:30 
.a.m. — I'JOpjn.) 


EXHIBmONS 

.^^hibition of frescoes 
; Of Joidanjain mosaics and 
Fayum portraits 1^ 
Dort^y Mango at thie 
Jordan Arts and Crafts 
Centre/Ardsana,' Jabal 
Amman, Second Circle 
(TeL 647858), until Mav 
10 . 

: -^Exhibition by tiie San 
Francisco-based Pales- 
f im an- A mgrican - ' 'aichi- 
tectiira] photographer 
Said Hisham Nuseibeh 
. entitled '*Tlie Fafihest 
Mosque,” at' Darat Ai 
Ftmun, Jabal Weibdeh, 
untU May 8. Also dis- 
. laying works by - con- 
temporary Arab artists. 


New MS study targets Jordanians 


By Jef&ey Buckley 

Special ici the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Currently, 2(X) 
cases of multiple sclerosis 
(MS) are under examina- 
tion in Jordan. In an effort 
to leam more about the 
debilitating disease, a new 
MS study is underway at 
the University of Jordan 
Hospital. 

Building on the work of 
Dr. Ashr^ Kurdi, Jordan’s 
Minister of Health and 
Medical Care, medical stu- 
dent Rajiv Sethi, a Ful- 
bright Fellow affiliated 
wiA Brown University, is 
compiling data relating to 
possible causes of the 
incurable disease. 

Little is known about MS, 
a debilitating disease which 
affects the central nervous 
system and can cause paral- 
ysis. but researchers here 
are investigating possible 
risk factors associated with 
MS in an attempt to better 
undersrand die dis.prder. 

What qiettii^'pFofeSsira- 
als' do raow al^ut MS is 
that it 'attacks its. victims, 
usually aged 25-40 ai onset 
with the formation of 


lesions in the brain and 
spinal column. At the site of 
a lesion, the proteins which 
hold together nerves’ insu- 
latory fat layers deteriorate, 
Mr. Sethi explained in an 
interview wi& the Jordan 
Tunes. 

This process is termed 
demyelination and as a 
result of demyelination 
nerve impulses do not fiow 
properly, be said. 

Mr. Sethi likened an 
afflicted nerve to a frayed 
garden hose which leaks 
due to boles in its rubber 
sheath. 

He said some possible 
effects of this improper 
flow of nerve impul^s 
range from numbness and 
tin^ng to incontinence or 
blurred vision depending 
on the location of tlte lesion 
in the central nervous sys- 
tem. Onset of the disease is 
gradual and in advanced 
stages it can cause seizures 
and paralysis, Mr. Sethi 
explicated. ; , . 

^ucb ' as bor- [ 
riibne replacement 
jm/^ iminutio-suppressant 
drags and even increased 
intake of vitamin B-12 


inhibit the effects of multi- 
ple sclerosis, he added. 

However, these are not 
sufficient to curb the effects 
of the disease entirely and a 
cure remains yet to be 
found. 

It is not known why the 
protein which holds nerve 
insulation together breaks 
down at lesion sites, but 
Mr. Sethi is not looking for 
a cure. He is creating a new 
approach for understanding 
the disease by working 
closely with Dr. Sami 
Kbotuy, a professor of 
medicine at the University 
of Jordan, currently moni- 
toring the project 

‘This research is not 
aimed at a cure,” Dr. 
Kboury said. “A cure is 
based on understanding... 
MS is not fully under- 
stood." 

He did maintain that some 
aspects of multiple sclero- 
sis can be better understood 
through research projects 
such as Mr. Sethi’s. 

Tte cUfference between 
this project and past studies 
is that it examines both 
£;enenc and environmental 
risk Actors in Arabs who 


have acquired the illness, 
according to Mr. Sethi. 

He add^ chat the majori- 
ty of previous projects 
involving MS risk factors 
have dealt either with 
genetic or environmental 
influences but had not 
incorporated both factors in 
a major study. 

Information gathered 
from a previous MS genetic 
risk factor smdy in the 
region by Dr. Najim Din 
and colleagues has shown 
that Palestinians, being 
more genetically predis- 
posed, are twice as likely as 
Jordanians to acquire multi- 
ple sclerosis. 

The goal of the research, 
slated to be completed next 
summer, is to “try to prove 
that MS in Jordan is caused 
both by genetic and envi- 
ronmental risk factors." Mr. 
Sethi maintained. 

The Fulbright pro- 
gramme. direct^ by Alain 
McNamara, assists many 
students, such as Mr. Sethi 
with funding and research 
^porninities in various 
fields including medicine, 
political science and 
anthropology. 


Conservation project 
enters second phase 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The conservation of the Azraq 
Oasis and Dana Wildlands — the largest project 
undertaken by the United Nations Development Pro- 
gramme (UNDP) in Jordan — officially entered its 
second phase today with a signing ceremony between 
the Miiustry of Planning and the UNDP, according to 
a UNDP statement 

The project agreement, which aims to consolidate 
the achievements of the first phase, was signed on 
behalf of the government by Minister of Pl annin g Dr. 
Rima Khalaf, and UNDP Resident Representative, 
Jorgen Lissner. 

Funded through a $6.3 million grant from the Glob- 
al Environment Facility (GEF), phase one of the 
Azraq/Dana conservation projects achieved consider- 
able success since it was first launched in 1994, the 
statement said. 

The Azraq Oasis Conservation Project became one 
of the first in the world which attempted to restore an 
arid zone wetland ecosystem. Using an innovative 
technique of reverse pumping, ground water was 
channelled back into Azraq Basin through exist- 
ing pipe networks, according to the statement. 

In Dana, the protection of biodiversity has been 
Improved with a management plan which regulates 
the flow of visitors, vehicles and grazing in the narure 
reserve. 

One of the major achievements of the project was to 
encourage income-generating activities among the 
local community, according to the statement. 

After the old irrigation system was restored in Dana, 
for example, many villagers began growing organic 
fruit and herbs, which are now dried and sold in the 
village gift shop and stores in Amman. 

With 3 GEF grant of $1.95 million and a govern- 
ment contribution of $750,000, the second phase of 
the Azraq/Dana projects will address the pressures 
exerted on the two ecosystems by development and 
mass tourism, the statement reported. 

During the 1994-95 period, Jordan witnessed a 40 
per cent increase in die tourism trade. As a result, the 
project has underlined the importance of nature con- 
servation and environmental protection, while simul- 
taneously promoting eco-toiirism, according to the 
statement. 

The project will also focus on the institutional 
strengt^ning of the Royal Society for the Conserva- 
tion of Nature (RSCN), the non-govemmental organ- 
isation entrusted with managing the Azraq and Dana 
reserves. 


European Commission 
grants ECU 113,000 to 
women’s business club 

AMMAN — Under the MEDA-Democracy, the European Com- 
mission has contributed 1 13,000 European Currency Units (ECU) 
CO a grassroots project promoting women's equal access to the 
1997 parliamentary elections in Jordan, according to a European 
Coromuni^ statemeoL 

The project, implemented by the Business and ProfessionaJ 
Women Club, aitns at increasii^ women’s representation and par- 
ticipation in politics, increasing women’s human rights aware- 
ness, encouraging women to enter and participate in the electoral 
process as voters and candidates, and establishing networks 
among women, from the local to the national level in order to 
achieve unity and consensus on common causes and exercise 
influence as pressure groups, the statement said. 

The Enropean Commission's contribution, which represents 
91% of the total project cost, will be used in the organisation of 
lectures, seminars and truning courses, as well as production of 
publications. These activities will focus on encouraging women 
to register as voters, collect their ballots and vote on election day, 
as well as enhancing and developing political skills of women 
leaders, thereby increasing their opportunity to stand as candi- 
dates. 

The training courses will open on May 1 4 at the premises of the 
Business and Professional Women Club, according to the state- 
menL 

The European Union's MEDA-Democracy Programme was set 
up in 1996 u die initiative of the European Parliament, following 
the Euro-Mediteiranean Conference in Barcelona. 

With a budget of ECU 90 million for 1996. it is intended to 
apply the principles enshrined in the Barcelona Declaration on the 
Euro-Mediterranean Paiinership, particularly in the political field. 

The programme focuses on support for measures to promote 
democracy, the rule of law, civil and socio-econonuc Tigbts and 
the protection of vulnerable groups, the statement concluded. 


Seminar covers reverse migration 


AMMAN ff.T) — “Remrn to 
the Land" was the title of a 
seminar, orgaiused at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, by the uni- 
versity’s Faculty of Ae Arts in 
conjunction with the Gentian 
Hiedrich Nauinann Founda- 
tion (FNF). . 

Faculty Dean Abdul Rah- 
man Shaln affirmed that agri- 
cultural lands in the Kingdom 
consiitute an important natural 
resource, to be safeguarded 
and protected fipm environ- 
ment^ hazards. 

He said that every possible 
effort should be made to 
encour^e the return of pei^le 
from urban to rural regions 
tmd help aoain a balanced 
regional agricultural develop- 
ment policy, 

Tbis seminar tackles a vital 
issue of concern for local com- 
munities as land is the source 


of food and therefore the basis 
of human civilisation. Dr. 
Shain said. 

A retup to the land involves 
social, '^onomic. political and 
cultural considerations, he 
maintained. 

Participants discussed the 
most appropriate method for 
making the return to the land a 
successful phenomenon. 

A FNF repiesentadve assert- 
ed that the institution hopes to 
help countrie.<t in the Middle 
East succeed in reversing 
migration from urban to rural 
regions. 

He explained that in Jordtm, 
the town of Ajioun is consid- 
ered as exemplary. 

Reverse migration to Ajioun 
resulted from a rise in unem- 
ployment and the rising cost of 
living in uibut r^ons, he 
stated. 
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Death toll in China rail 


crash seen above 100 


BliniNCi (R»— Tlicdcalh 
U<!1 Irniii a ir.iin crj.sh in 
cetiintl China could exceed 
l»H» alter a'sciie workers 
\\oJncHlay clawed into the 
w rccka^e ol' a carriage they 
h.id faded fo ivuch curlier. 
olficial> vud. 

"Tliere i< lillle douhl that 
ihc diMil) (Oil wi|] )v about 
IIM1 or more." a jiiedla offi- 
ci:il in Niie\ane County in 
Hunan pro\tnce >aid by 
iek'phone. 

Mure than l.tXHl Parami- 
lii.irx Po4'ple''i Armed Po- 
ItLV .iitd resette worker^ 
lived tTiines to mo\e wreck- 
.i;>e of the two Irainv and to 
open .1 e.irriasc they hail 
Iveii unable to reach ■<ince 
one ir.iin ploughed into 
;tni tiller Tuevdav inornine. 
the ortiei.d vatJ. 

More bodiev and miured 
v.eie li'iiiul in the citach, he 
v.mi. 

Se\er.il ineiliJ »nll- 

ei.ils vaid ilie iit|i had al- 
ie.id> exeecvleit liH) but 
d(.vline4l lo a v|K'etl'ie 

tVime. 

Gt•^e^mllelU iifficials h.ui- 
dlinc levciie work ileclinei! 


to say how many had been 
killed or injured, savins this 
w-as a state secret. 

Officials were investigat- 
ing the cause of the crash, 
but initial reports showed 
human error and a failure to 
switch the points for one of 
the trains might be to blame. 

Rc.scuers toiled ail Tues- 
day and through the night to 
search the twisted carriages 
lying across the track at 
Rongjiawan Station, some 
l..v50 kilometres south of 
Beijing. 

By early morning Wed- 
nesday they had prised most 
of the dead and injured from 
the wreckage. 

“The rescue workers are 
still digging for people." 
said one w itness reached by 
telephone at Rongjiawan 
Station. 

The cnw\ded No. 324 pas- 
senger train, traxelling north 
on the main trunk line bet- 
ween the southern Bivm- 
lown of Ciuanerhou to Bei- 
jing. crashed into the back 
of the stationary No. SIS 
Tuesday . a ^'ueyaiig goN C.m- 
itieni olTici.il said. 


Most casualties were on 
board the No. 324 tr^n. .All 
three drivers of the train 
were killed, the ofilcial said. 

Some of the casualties 
were travellers waiting on 
the Ronsjiau-an platform, 
the Yueyong olTicial said. 

The force of the collision 
sent carriages rearing up on 
to the station platform, 
crushing to death or injuring 
waiting passengers, he said. 
Thiaeen carriages were 
derailed. 

Local officials placed the 
death toll in China's worst 
train accident for several 
years at 67 by 1.00 a.m. 
Wednesday (1700 GMT 
Tuesday 1 . with more than 
260 injured. At least 90 of 
the injured were in .serious 
condition, officials said. 

■*\\e expect some of the 
more seriously injured will 
not sur\'ive." said a doctor 
at a hospital in Rongjiawan. 

The casualty toll could 
have been much higher, but 
heav y rain at the time of the 
crash prevented a fire, offi- 
ciai.s said. 

■‘God blessed u.s,'’ the 


Yueyang official said. 
"There was an explosion 
when the trains crashed but 
the heavy rain prevented the 
big fire ^ai w^d certainly 
have happened otherwise." 

"The explosion sounded 
like a huge bomb." the wit- 
ness said. 

The crash comes less than 
a month after China upgrad- 
ed the speed of its trains, 
which have for years trav- 
elled at a snail's pace. 
China's trains accelerated 
on .April 1 . with those on the 
main Beijing-Guangzhou 
line speeding up to 140 kph 
— the fastest in China — 
from a previous 97 kph. 

Rail remains the most 
popular method of transptxt 
in China and China's trains 
are usually extremely crow- 
ded, with long-distance 
trains carrying as many as 
1,000 passengers. 

Safety on China's rail- 
w*ays has improved in 
recent years after a series of 
bad cra.shes In the mJd- 
19S0s when hundreds of 
people were killed. 


Argentine mothers mark 20 years fighting injustice 


HLENU.S AIRLS iRi — 

Argenim.i'v ni.nherv 4«l I’la- 
.M Pc WeJnesJuy 

murk the .uinivervury of 
'liicii c.ini|>uien ag.iinvi the 
miiivhce ol ihc nnlii.iry ‘v 
bnii.il din> v\.tr. jiivl us vie- 
UTimned av when they linit 
lied on iheir iraiiemark 
while henvlvearN CN 20 years 

They lirM inei in Buenos 
Anvs’ Pku'j De Mayo on 
\pii! in .siJem 

pn'icsi .« the disappearance 
of iheir sons and duughiers 
— some of ihe ions of ihou- 
saiuis .ibdiieied. lorturcd 
.md killed by the miliiury in 
iheir hnnal war on lei'lisi 
giierMll.is .md .myone 
\ .ijruely suspected of sym- 
IMir.iMng. 

Lauler ihe slogan "20 
ye.irs. not one step back" 
ihey .iie si.iging anniversary 
.weiiis lo show ilut until 
flies .lie eiseii tiu-'ir losed 
ones' bones to bury, the 
MK'ihers ss'ill carry on m.ir- 
Jitn;.! round the pla/aesen 


TlmrsJay alienwn. 

t.)\cr the years their saint- 
iy inaienial image has taken 
on ;t hani. radical edge. 

President CarK‘'s Menem, 
butt of some of their most 
bitter recrimimnions for 
signing a pardon for "dirty 
war" "criminals in W8'^. 
accused them after their 
recent presence in a violent 
student protest of "show ing 
solidarity ih.it Justifies the 
typi* of violence we .Argen- 
tines have already lived 
through." 

.And while there will be 
prizes Wednesday for res* 
pecrahle sympathisers such 
Us Danielle Mitterrand. Ca- 
ih«>lic clergy and theatre 
stars, the mothers* sympa- 
thies have become more 
radical a.s the ye.irsjiass. 

Hebe De Bonafini. the 
combative bS-year-old lea- 
der of the larger and more 
raJic.il group, recently led a 
failed mission to mediate in 
the Lima hostage crisis. Her 
sympathies were clearly 


with the Marxist MRT.A 
rebels, nor their 72 
hostages. 

.A tw.spectocled housewife 
with two sons among the 
ghostly ranks of the "disap- 
peared." known simply as 
Hebe to millions of .Argen- 
tines. she is not shy about 
her sympathies w'itb the 
.\fRT.A. .Mexico's Zapatista 
rebels or any other radical 
group. 

"Oar children live on in 
every one vvho fights: With 
the Zapatistas, the Colom- 
bians. Paraguayan peasants 
and maybe now the MRTA," 
she told Reuters one recent 
*Thursday in the plazx 

Nor does .she shy from 
comparing Menem with ex- 
dictator Jorge Videla. blam- 
ing his neoliberal reforms 
for unemployment and 
poveny which she argues i.s 
a violation of human rights. 

"Through the years we 
have grown and we now 
know human rights are vio- 
lated whenever a man has 


no job," she said. 

Mrs. Bonafini relishes the 
controversy and says she is 
looking forw'ard to her up- 
coming trial for allegedly 
slandering army chief Gen. 
Martin Balza by calling him 
"murderer." 

Many Argentines question 
the mothers' espousal of 
social prote.sts due appar- 
ently have little to do with 
human rights. 

But few doultt their cou- 
rage for raising a lone voice 
of protest back tn 1977 — 
courage which cost their 
founder Azucena Villafior 
and many other early moth- 
ers their ’lives. 

Marcela Bordenave. 
member of Congress for the 
opposition Frepaso. wants 
April 30 named "Day of the 
Mothers of Plaza De Mayo" 
in homage to "those who 
decided to cast light in the 
darkness and bre^ the si- 
lence to find out what hap- 
pened to their children and 
grandchildren." 


Friend testifies McVeigh planned Oklahoma bombing 
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responsible, knew it was 
Mr. McVeigh when the 
bomb went off and believes 
she could have stopped it. 

.As she said, "I wish I 
could have stopped it," her 
calm Vince broke and she 
buried her head in her hands 
lor a moment. 

Outside the courtroom. 
Jap.nic Coverdule, whose 
IWI .1 young Grandsons Eli- 
jah and .Aarvin died in the 
bombing, said Mrs. For- 
tier's words made her angry . 

".She knows all ii would 
have t.iken vvas one phone 
sail." said Mrs. Covordale. 

M.'. McX'eigh watched 
:rripass;\eiy. a> he has 
throughout his trial that 
began last week. He h,is 
pleaded not guilty and faces 
ihe death penalty if convict- 
ed. 

.A.'.kcd at the end of the 
day if Mrs. Fortier's lesii- 
mony was damaging to his 
chem. defence attorney 
Stephen Jones said, "wail 
iini.ij tomorrow and ask me 
t.hen." 

On Tuesday, she described 
m great detail knowing Mr. 
McVeigh for abvtut eight 
years. He and her husband 
met in the army, she said, 
a.nj had remain^ friends. 

Michael Fortier has ad- 
mined in a plea agreement 
with the government that he 


knew about Mr. McVeigh's 
alleged plans and did noth- 
ing to stop trim. He has not 
yet testified and is expected 
to be one of the pn»ecu- 
tion's most incriminatuig 
witnesses. 

His wife also .said she 
helped Mr. McVeigh make a 
fake driver's license he 
allegedly used to rent the 
truck for the bombing. 

She said Mr. McVeigh 
told her he had compiled 
explosives, including some 
stolen from a quarry in Kan- 
sas. and (hat Terry Nichols, 
w ho w ill be tried .separately 
in the case, was going to 
mix the bomb. 

She said Mr. McVeigh 
grew sullen when her bus- 
band refused to agree to 
plans to pick him up to Las 
Vegas after the b^bing. 
She also said Mr. NichoTs 
grew frightened about the 
planned bombing. "Terry 
wanted out," she said. 

The anonymous jury also 
saw a blackened, twisted 
rear axle frcmi the rented 
truck. An idemincarion 
number from the axle led 
authorities to a Junction 
City, Kaaxa.s, renutl agency, 
where prosecutors say N&. 
McA'ei^ rented the truck 
for die bombing. 


Swedish prime minister receives bomb threat 


iTHENBURG. Sweden 
|:pi _ A letter comain- 
.1 Nimh throat agamv? 
edish Prime Minister 
eran Per>son hav been 
il lo a Swedish daily 
H.»r. .Swtxlish ptilicc 'arid 

dnesdav. 

he letter sent to 
ciebtvgs Posien. wliich 
led that a bomb would 
o\\ near Mr. Pcrsstm, 
s sinned by a group that 
de ~ prevVvus biiinb 
;ais in December. Swe- 
h Seerci Ptdice 
^EPO) Chief .Anders 
ksson said. 
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depanmeni stores Stevk- 
hoim. G.-'ihenbiirg and 
Malmiv ir. the days before 
Christmas, when iwiv de- 
fused bombs v\t:re found at 
a Godienburg bus siation 
and store. 

Chief EriLs'On said that 
ihe new threat 'differs from 
others because it is ‘signed' 
by the same people that 
w'rote the threats in 


December but I don't wont 
to say if that makes the 
threat more serious." 

SAEPO ho.s taken the nec- 
essary measures to ensure 
Mr. Persson's safety, he 
added. 

The letter, which begins 
with the headline "Sweden, 
a sinking ship." states that 
“four months have now- 
passed since we demanded, 
with bomb threats at the 
large deportment stores, that 
certain mea.sures be taken 
by the Social Democratic 
government. \Viib bis usual 
arRvyancc. the prime minis- 


ter nomrally paid no azien- 
lion to us," h said. 

In December, the group 
had criticised the govern- 
ment for (he deterioration of 
"living conditions for pen- 
sioners, the sick and the 
unemployed." while "the 
politicians and immigrants 
are gening along ever bet- 
ter." 

S.AEPO. which is still 
investigating those threats, 
wrote in its annual report 
published in March that 
they were issued by menial- 
ly deranged people. 
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Russian 
Chechenya 
negotiator 
calls for 
calm; attacks 
Kulikov 


Tajik leader hurt in grenade attack 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russia's top negotiator in 
Chechenya, Ivan Rybkin. 
opened new peace talks 
Wednesday despite a series 
of bombings and criticised 
Interior Minister Anatoly 
Kulikov for his attack on 
the Chechen separatist lea- 
dership. 

Mr. Rybkin. the secretary 
of the Russian Security 
Council, said Mr. Kuli- 
kov's comments Monday's 
bombing of a railway sta- 
tion in ^atigOTSk. southern 
Russia, were an attempt to 
disrupt the eight-month 
peace process. 

"However many stars 
they have on their shoul- 
ders. people should not 
choke on their own ambi- 
tions. ... Those who fight 
organised crime should not 
break up the peace process 
and mi^e political siate- 
menLs." Mr. Rybkin said on 
arrival in the Chechen cap- 
ital Grozny. Interfax 
reported. 

On Tuesday, Mr. Kulikov 
announced that two Che- 
chen women bad been 
arrested for the bombing in 
Pyatigorsk, which killed 
cw'o people and hospita- 
lise iS. and declared that 
the bombing showe the 
Cbedten govemmeni wa.s 
not in charge. 

The women have been 
transfened to prison in 
M(»cow. Ru.'isiun news 
agencies said. 

The Chechen govern- 
ment denied any involve- 
ment in the bombing, ac- 
cusing the Rus.sion security 
foives of carrying ir out to 
di.^pt negotiations, which 
beg^ at the end of the 21- 
monlh war last .August. 

Mr. Rybkin was met ai 
Grozny .Airport by the chief 
Chechen negotiator, first 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Movladi Udugov. the head 
of the Chechen Yunko Oil 
Company, and other offi- 
cials, rr.Mi-TASS said. 

Inrerfax reported earlier 
that Mr. Rybkin would 
meet with President .Aslan 
Maskhadov. 

Boris Berezovjdiy. deputv 
secretary of the Russian 
Security Council, accom- 
panied Mr. Rybkin. 

Meanwhile President Bo- 
ris Yeltsin, on holiday in 
the Black Sea teson of So- 
chi. met with Mr. Kulikov. 

TTie Chechen.^, who dec- 
lared independence in 
1991. drove out Russian 
troops in the war, which 
killed tens of thousands of 
people and left the tiny 
republic in ruins. 

Moscow continues to in- 
sist Chechenya is part of 
Russia and t^ks on fiinue 
relations and economic aid 
for Chechenya have 
bogged down over the last 
few months. Throughout 
the war. Mr. KulUcov was 
one of the key backers of a 
miliiarv solution. 


DUSHANBE (AFP) — Ta- 
jik President Emomaii 
Rakhmonov was injured 
early Wednesday w*hen a 
tone assailant hurled a hand 
grenade at him and bis 
entourage in Khodzhent. a 
town in northern Tajikistan, 
a presidential spokesman 
said. 

The spokesman. 2a far 
Saidov. said Mr. Rakh- 
monov's life was not in dan- 
ger and he was being treated 
in the Leninabad District 
Hospital for a leg injury. 

Len'mabad district chief 
Kassim Kassimov. his De- 
puty .Akil .Akilov and sever- 
^ other people accompany, 
ing Mr. Rakhmonov were 
also injured in the 10:30 
a.m. (0530 GMT) attack. 

The assailant threw the 
grenade just after Mr. Rakh* 
raonov. 44. had got out of 
his car and was beading to a 
theatre for a concert to mark 
the 65th anniversary of the 
local university. Mr. Saidov 
loldAFP. 

Security forces arrested 
the man. named as Firdavs 
Dosiboyev. 

‘This terrorist aa has ob- 
viously political overtones." 
Mr. Saidov said, adding that 
the arrested man had taken 
part in anti-government 
protests in May 1996. 

Khodzhent was also the 
stronghold of Mr. Rakhmo- 
nov's* opponent in the 1994 
presidemiai elections. 

Earlier this month an ope- 
ration by Tajik securitv’ for- 
ces to end a hostage crisis ai 



Tajikistan President 
Emomaii Rakhmonov 


a prison in Khodzhent lefr 
2 1 inmates dead and anoth- 
er 22 hospitalised. Interior 
Ministry officials said. 

But it was not clear whe- 
ther the anack on Mr. Rakh- 
monov was connected with 
that inctdenL 

.Mr. Rakhmonov seized 
power with Moscow's ba- 
cking in December 1992. 
after toppling an Islamic- 
Democratlc coalition in the 
capital Dushanbe. His neo- 
Communist government has 
been battling the Islamic 
rebels since ^en. but fight- 
ing has tailed off in the last 
few months amid progress 
in peace negotiations. 

Thousands of Russian 
troops are posted along the 
mountainous 1.100-kilome- 
tre TajIk-.Afghan border, 
helping Mr. Rokhmonov's 
forces lo keep out the Isla- 
mic guerrillas based in nor- 
thern .Afghanistan. 


Russia's chief mediator in 
the Tajik peace talks. 
Maxim Peshkov. said the 
negotiations must continue, 
and blamed "certain ex- 
tremists who are not inter- 
ested in peace.” 

"I hope the peace process 
wU! not be affected. The 
opposing sides have moved 
close enough together" for 
the talks lo continue, he told 
AFP by telephone from 
Dushanbe. 

The Tajik government and 
Islamic opposition opened a 
new round of U.N. -spon- 
sored peace talks in Tehran 
earlier this month, and are 
due to meet there again on 
May 6 to sign two political 
protocols. 

Tajikistan’s Foreign Mi- 
nister Talbak Nazarov head- 
ed the government delega- 
tion in 'Tehran and the oppo- 
sition was led by deputy 
leader of the Islamic Coali- 
tion, Akbar Turajoazadeh. 

Mr. Peshkov said that in 
the past six months both 
sides had "made real prog- 
ress" toward reconciliation. 

A previous round of peace 
talks was held in Moscow in 
February, focusing on inte- 
gration of the rebels into the 
national armed forces. 

The two sides agreed in 
.Moscow in December to 
form a National Reconcilia- 
tion Commission which 
would lead to proportional 
representation in a future 
post-war govem/nem. 


Gunmen kill Pakistani Shiite Muslim 


LAHORE (R) — Gunmen 
killed another Shiite Mus- 
lim In the Pakisumi city of 
Lahore Wednesday, the lat- 
est in a .series of sectarian 
attacks, police said. 

They said two unidenti- 
fied men walked into the 
office of Qaiser Hussain, a 
manager m a rubber compa- 
ny. in Lhe Carhi Shahu dis- 
trict at about 9.30 a.m. 
i0430 GMTi and ithoi him 
dead. 

Mr. Hussain, a father of 
six. had been associated 
with a Shiite rclisiou:. or- 
ganisation. running an 
Tmambargah iprayer'halii, 
and was a former mem'oer 
of the Lahore Xfunicipul 


Corporation. 

P^istan has been shaken 
by a spate of sectarian kil- 
lings. blamed on rival Sunni 
and Shi'ite militant groups, 
in the run-up to the'Shi'iie 
mourning festival of Ashura 
on .May 18. 

.Mr. Hussain was the third 
Shi'ite to be killed in La- 
hore in us many days. .A 
Shiite doctor was shot dead 
Tuesday and an elderly 
Shi’iie shopkeeper Monduv’ 
.A Sunni Muslim militant 
was also killed in the 
Punjab provincial capital 
Monday. 

Prime .Minister Nawaz 
Shanf said Tuesday his cov- 
eromcni would strive” for 


peace between rival reli- 
gious groups but would take 
stem action if they failed to 
resolve their differences. 

"The present government 
will make sincere efforts to 
try to bring about rap- ^ 
prochement between the*® 
people fighting in the name 
of Islam." he said. "It is un- 
fortunate that those people 
who recite Holy Koran and 
Hadith of the Holy Prophet 
'■Mohammad) have pointed 
their Kalashnikovs against 
one another." 

Sectarian violence has 
killed at least 65 people in 
Pakistan this year and more 
than 170 last vear. 


^ man i/u last year. 

Kinkel says Romania to join EU, 
NATO in ‘foreseeable’ future 

RI'rHADirCT 1 VTTDi _ — ... . 


BL'CRAREST I . AFP I — 
German Foreign Minis- 
ter Klaus Kinkel said 
here 3Vednesday he was 
certain Romania would 
join the European Union 
lEU) and N.ATO in the 
•‘foreseeable" future. 

.Mr. KinkeU who is on a 
two-day visit here, men- 
tioned no date nor made 
any reference to a North 
.Atlantic Treaty Organi- 
sation (N.ATO) summit in 
Madrid in July when the 
alliance is to announce 
which former Warsaw 
Pact states will be the 
first invited to Join 
N.ATO 

"'Romania has made 
enormous progress on 
economic reforms." he 
said, and the foi^ee- 
able future will be a 
member of the European 
Union and NATO," 

Mr. Kinkel made the 


statement to reporters at 
Otopeni .Airport, saving 
hB tnp came "at a time 
of major importance for 
Europe." 

. -‘We know that Roman- 
ia IS part of Europe and 

the Euro-Atlantic struc- 

ttires.” he added. 

that at the top 
during 

authorities, including his 
counterpart Adrian Se- 
jenn, President Emil 
Constantinescu 
Prime Minister Victor 
Ciorbea, will be 
problei^ of concern m 
Romanians: Their \nt^ 
gration into the Eur^ 
P^n Union and NaTO^» 

wthWashi^on^l^^blv 

Europe^" ™ 

admitted to NATo1,ut» 


for the Czech Republic, 
Hungary and Poland are 

considered the frontrun- 
ners. 

Canada, France, * 
Greece, Italy and Ihrkev 
have all expressed sup- 
port for Romania's first- 

group bid. 

^Ir. Constantinescu re- 
cently predicted that 
Germany would finaUy 
end Its support to Ro- 

Stand by France but aUo 
for regional securitj ^ 
L?st month. Mr' Se 
rerin also met with U.S 
S^retary of State wt 

^he doors to NATO 
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Zaire rebels vow to take 
their war to Kinshasa 


LUBUMBASHI, Zaire (R) 
— Zairean rebels Wednes- 
day shrugged off Ptiesident 
Mobutu Sese Seko's refusal 
to hold talks and said they 
would take their war to the 
capital Kinshasa. 

A senior aide to rebel 
chief • Laurent Kabila told 
Reuters the rebels had no- 
thing to lose from Mr. Mo- 
butu's refusal to meet Mr. 
KabSa on a South African 
Navy ship. 

Rebel foreign policy stra- 
tegist Bizima Karaha said: 
“No change in venue will be 
accepted by us." 

The aide said rebels were 
consolidating a push to- 
wards the capital ikim Kik- 
wit, 390 kilometres east of 
Kinshasa, to eject Mr. Mo- 
butu from Airica's third 
largest country. 

‘*We lose nothing by not 
meeting Mr. Mobutu. If 
anything we have bent 
backwards too much for the 
man given our military 
superiority on the ground," 
he said. 

“We are more dian happy 
to take the war to Kinshasa 
and end Mobutu's arro- 
gance. In fact, our forces are 
consolidating their app- 


roach towards Kinshasa. He 
(Mobutu) must know it is 
the end game." 

Asked whether Mr. Kabi- 
la, who had accepted talks 
with Mr. Mobutu on the 
South Afincan ship, would 
agree to a change in venue, 
Mr. Karaha shook his head: 
way. Why should we 
accept that?" 

Mr. Mobutu prefers 
French-speaking Gabon but 
Mr. Karaha said it was out 
of [be question. *‘We are not 
going to Gabon at alL We 
can go to South Africa. We 
can go to the vessel but 
that’s it," 

South African hopes of a 
meeting between Mo- 
butu and Mr. Kabila were 
dashed Tuesday night when 
a U.S. diplomat in Lubum- 
bashi said Mr. Mobutu bad 
rejected a proposal to hold 
die ta^ks at sea. 

The diplomat, travelling 
with U.S. envoy Bill Ri- 
chardson. said Mobutu 
told Mr. Richardson Tues- 
day he would not attend 
talks on a ship ofrered by 
South African President 
Nelson Mandela. 

“Mobutu told Richardson 
there is no way he would be 


travelling to a ship for talks 
with Kabila," the diplomat 
said after talkie between Mr. 
Kabila and the U.S. envoy. 
“So once again the venue 
for the face-to-face meeting 
remains a problem." 

Mr. Mobutu, who has can- 
cer, has ruled out South 
Africa as a venue as too far. 
Kabila ruled out Congo’s 
capital Brazzaville, over the 
river from Kinshasa on se- 
curity grounds. 

South A^ca said Wednes- 
day it was surprised at the 
hitch to the planned Zairean 
peace talks and urged both 
sides to hurry to the negoti- 
ating table. 

South African Deputy Fo- 
reign Minister Aziz Pabad 
told state raiUo Wednesday 
he had not expected the set- 
back. *The urgency of the 
situation necessitates that the 
talks start very quickly...We 
would urge both parties not 
to hesitate any mote, and not 
to cause any more delays, 
and to move quickly to tile 
negotiating table." 

Kabila’s foices have 
captured more than half of 
the vast central A^can state 
since October and seized 
Kikwit Tuesday. Mr. KabUa 


says talks must be brief and 
oitiy discuss Mr. Mobutu's 
resignation, otherwise the 
rebel army will remove him. 

Mr. Richardson met Mr. 
Mobutu in Kinshasa Tues- 
day before flying to rebel- 
held Lubumbosm for talks 
with Mr. Kat^a. 

On Wednesday he flew to 
the Qortheasteni Zairean 
capital of Kisangani to as- 
sess the plight of Rwandan 
refugees and was to later fly 
to Kinshasa for a second 
round of tfllks with Mobutu. 

Mr. KabUa told Mr. Ri- 
chardson in Lubumbashi be 
was willing to be flexible on 
a 60-day deadline he has gi- 
ven the United Nations to 
repatriate all Rwandan re- 
fugees provided he saw 
progress. 

*^e want to see serious- 
ness on the of the U.N. 
that repatriation is actually 
taking place.** Mr. Kabila 
told Reuters. 

He said be was still com- 
mitted to an independent 
team to investigate alleged 
killings in the refugee 
camps but wanted rebels to 
be r^resented and consult- 
ed on its composition. 

Mr. Richardson hit out 



A lost Rwandan refugee child cries at Biaro refugee camp, 25 kilometres from lusangaid. Thousands of Rwandan 
Hzrtus returned to Biaro camp south of Kisangani Monday, telling of a horrific slaughter that prompted their exo- 
dus last week. The U.N. has transported 150 minors and orphans to Kisangani as part of its plan to airlift thou- 
sands of Rwandan refugees stranded in the Great Lakes region (Reuter photo) 


Wednesday at the human 
rights record of rebels and 
smd il had to improve. 

Ivfr. Richardson told repor- 
ters WashmgtOD and the rest 
of the wcx-ld wanted to see a 
full inv^dgatioD into alle- 
gations of a massacre of 
Rwandan Hum refugees by 
Zairean villa^rs and rebel 


troops last week. 

‘The international com- 
munity in judging the (re- 
bel) alliance will be consid- 
ering many things/'said Mr. 
Richardson as he boarded a 
plane for Kinshasa follow- 
ing his brief visit to Kisan- 
gani. 

“Will it be a fair alliance, a 


democratic alliance? Will it 
have a proper record when it 
comes to human rightsT'he 
said. “So far we are disap- 
pointed. They must do bet- 
ter" 

The rebel Alliance of 
Democratic Forces for the 
Liberation of Congo-Zaire 
has been blamed % refu- 


gees and aid officials for 
orchestrating an attack by 
Zmrean \nllagers on Rwan- 
dan Hutu refugees south of 
Kisangani last week. 

“This massacre ha.s to be 
properly invesrigaied." he 
said. “The world will judge 
the alliance on their attitude 
to these helpless refugees." 


No crackdown on protests — future Hong Kong chief 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Future leader Tung Chee- 
Hwa Wednesday made a 
fresh promise to maintain 
freedom of ex^ssion in 
Hong Kong at a public air- 
ing m plans to toughen con- 
trols over street protests. 

Mr. Ihng, designated 
Hong Kong’s future chief 
executive, told the U.S. tele- 
vision network ABC that 
the territoiy would never be 
tive scene for a Tiananmen 
Square-style crackdown. 

“It cannot happen here. It 
w|ll not, here. I will 
nbtaMo^w.'it to happen heji^ " 
said* according'. to 
jt tianseppt released by hi$ 
offi^. .. 

Mr. Tung, interviewed on 
the ^gramme Nightline, 
said Hong Kong's political 
lifr . was starkly different 
from that in mainland Chi- 
na. 

“Hong Kong is a different 
worid. We have a culture 
which has demonstrations 
almost every day." he said. 

He added that Democratic 
Pany leader Martin Lee. a 
stem critic of Beijing, had 
“very limited ... knowledge 
about'wbat is happening in 
China. He really doesn't 
know." 

Ml Lee and otiiers in the 
pro-democracy camp "will 


be free to demonstrate as 
they please, but 1 would 
hope they would abide by 
the law of Hong Kong if 
they wish to do so," he said. 

“If they want to be mar- 
tyrs. they will be very disap- 
pointed," Mr. Tung said. 

Mr. Tung's promise coin- 
cided witii the end of a 
three-week consultation pe- 
riod on proposals to ban for- 
eign funding for and links to 
political groups, allow par- 
ties to be banned for reasons 
of “national security" and 
make demonstnudons sub- 
ject to police approval. 

Ibe .scheme . has been 
sharply attacked by Gover- 
nor Chris Patten, Britain, 
the United States and hu- 
man ri^ts watchdogs. 

An umbrella group of 32 
local organisations an- 
nounced it would stage a 
candlelit rally in the busi- 
ness district of Central 
Hong Kong later Wednes- 
day to voice opposition to 
the changes. 

Mr. Lm's party said it 
welcomed Mr. Tung's com- 
ments to ABC, but re- 
mained concerned about the 
planned legal changes. 

“Of course, we welcome 
that kind of pledge from the 
chief executive.” said An- 
thony Cheung, party vice- 


chairman. 

But, he said, “there are a 
lot of suggestions from 
chief executive's office 
which do not make people 
coofrdenL" 

He said the proposals 
were “creating a lot of anxi- 
ety" in the territory. 

However, Democrat legis- 
lator Cheung Mao-Kwong, 
who is also a spokesman for 
Hong Kong Alliance in 
Support of f^triotic Democ- 
ratic Movement in C hina, 
which was set up in 1989 to 
back pto-demqccacy prpr 
tests on the maihl^d. smd 
Mr. Tung should delete jaft* 
tional secup.cy from the pro- 
posal. 

“Our concern is about the 
law." after the handover, 
said Mr. Cheung. 

"Maybe we will have the 
right to have demonstra- 
tions, but if the law said any 
demonstration violates the 
national security, I think it 
will infringe the freedom of 
demonstration," he said. 

The alliance, which 
helped hundreds of dissi- 
dents flee the countiy after 
the crackdown in June 
1989. is considered by Bei- 
jing as a subversive oigani- 
satioo crying to topple the 
Communist regime. 

“We really don't trust Mr, 


Tbng," smd Miranda Yip, 
spoteswoman for the Hong 
Kong People's Alliance for 
Human Rights, which or- 
ganised the rally. 

*Tf he upholds the ftee- 
dom to demonstrate, he 
should not have proposed to 
make changes to our civil 
liberties in the first place," 
said Ms. Yip. "We think tl^ 
is a retrograde step of hu- 
man rights in Hong Kong." 

A spokesman for Mr. 
Tung's office said more than 
2,000 ‘’submissions” from 
groups and individuals .had 
so f^,.b.een received, during 
the cdnsuliaiion peri^. . , 

A booklet outlining the 
views would be published, 
the spokesman said. 

Mr. Tung has refused to 
say whether the proposals 
wUl be scrapped if a major- 
ity of views weighs against 
them. 

The bills could be handed 
to the provisionaJ legislaoire, 
Hong Kong's shadow assem- 
bly. for vetting by mid-May 
so that they can be approved 
before July 1, sources in Mr. 
IXiOg's office said. 

The proposals followed a 
decision in February by the 
National People's Congress. 
China’s parliament, to 
change the territory's civil 
liberties laws. 


U.S. army sergeant found guilty on 18 charges of rape 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
An army drill instructor at 
the Aberdeen Military Base 
in the state of Midland 
was-fbund guilt>' in 18 out 
of 19 charges of rape, army 
ofiiciaU reported. 

The six-member military 
juty is to reconvene 
Mcffiday to sentence Staff 
Sergeant fulmar Simpson, 
who could face life in 
prison for each con\icion. 
Aberdeen base spokesman 
George Mercer said. 

SgL Simpson, a tall, 32- 
year-old bl^k drill instruc- 
tor stood at attention when 
the ' vttdicts were read 
Tuttday. He may appeal 
®e decisicA, Mr. Mercer 
s^d. 

Petui^OD spokesman 
Kenneth Bacon said he will 
wait until ,Sgt. S imp son is 
tkJnvicted to issue a siaie- 
TOnt. butlhesday's verdict 


makes it clear th^ Defence 
Secretary William Cohen's 
“zero tolerance” policy 
toward sexual misconduct 
in the ranks is being fiilly 
enforced. 

The Aberdeen Training 
Base has been in the lime- 
light since late lost year due 
to several alleged cases of 
rape and sexual harassment 
by drill instructors. Some 
20 instructors were found 
guilty or are currently 
under investigation on the 
charges. 

The sex scandal at 
Aberdeen led to the cre- 
ation of a Special House 
National Security 

Committee Task Force to 
int'estigate sex problems in 
the military. The panel said 
thev planned to extend the 
probe to other training 
bases arourwl the country. 

Sgi. Simpson is the first 


of 12 drill instructors from 
Aberdeen to stand trial. 
Military law prohibits adul- 
tery and fraternisation, or 
sexual . relations between 
people of different ranks. 

According to testimony at 
the trial, Sgt Simpson 
raped a 23-year-old woman • 
private ei^t times and a 
21-year-old private five 
times. Some of his victims 
said they felt comp^ed to 
obey his orders, while oth- 
ers feared losing promo- 
tions if they spurned his 
advances. 

Although Sgt. Simpson 
did not use physical force 
in any of his rapes, under 
army law intimidation for 
sexual purposes is enough 
for a rape charge. 

CbaJnnai) of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, General 
John Shalikasbvili, said he 
considered the Aberdeen 


incidents a matter of the 
sternest discipline. 

Despite tte military's 
commitment to stamp out 
sexual harassment within 
the ranks, the National 
Association of 

Advancement of Coloured 
People has asked vdiy all 
12 accused drill seigeants 
are black and their women 
accusers white. 

SgL Simpson, who had 
pleaded guilty to 11 counts 
of consensual sex with 
trainees for which he could 
be sentenced up to 32 years 
in prison, was found not 
guilty in only seven of 35 
different sexual miscon- 
duct charges. 

One of the 19 r^ 
charges against him was 
reduced to indecent assault. 


Mexican 
volcano 
erupts, but no 
evacuations 

MEXICO CUY (Rl — A 
volcano near the Mexican 
capital empted four times 
overnight Tuesday, spew- 
ing re^hol rocl^ that ignit- 
ed bu^ fires on grazing 
lands and fn^tened farm- 
ers on the mountainside. 

“There was this enor- 
mous bang in the middle of 
the nighu t^duch woke us 
said Pro^ib, AieHcJ? i ’ 
maVof qj'.&e. iowb pc Sap. 
Nicolas, which in t!^ 
shadow of the Popocate-' 
petl Volcano. 

Three other blasts also 
rocked local villages in the 
early houx^ as blocked lava 
ducts in the volcano yield- 
ed to mounting pressure, 
throwing up red-hot rocks 
and ash over a radius of 1 .6 
kil o metre s , • authorities 
said. 

There were no inunediate 
reports of deatiis or inju- 
ries, although authorities 
maintained an alen for 
people living close to the 
crater at a bei^t of the 
17.883 feet <5.452 metres). 

But as activi^ died down 
witit the daybreak they 
decided not to evacuate the 
area around the volcano, 
which lies only 65 kilome- 
Gres east of Mexico City. 

“It is very improbable 
that we will see an escala^ 
tion of activity," Robeno 
Qas^, in chai^ of monitor- 
ing Popocatepetl at the Na- 
tional Disaster Prevention 
Centre, rold Reuters. “It is 
now very »able. But it was 
quite a big puff in the 
night" 

*Tbere is still a yellow 
aleiT ouL Mdiich is the stage 
between normal and dan- 
gerous. bur there is no need 
to be alarmed or to evacu- 
ate," Mr. Qaas added. 

At dawn, plumes of 
white smoke still poured 
from the crater, witnesses 
said. Residents reported 
tiiat clouds of ash bad fall- 
en in the night, covering 
bouses and fields. 

One fire raged over an 
area of 15 hectares <38 
acres) on the side of the 
snowcapped. Conical Peak. 
TV Network Televisa said. 


N. Zealand, Japan hold wide-ranging talks 


WELLINGTON (.AFP) — 
Japanese Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto praised 
New Zealand's government 
economic reforms Wednes- 
day. saying he was here to 
learn from Wellington. 

"We have already learned 
lessons from New Zealand, 
and there are lessons w'e 
still have to learn." Mr. Ha- 
shimoio said. 

His comments came after 
he and Prime Minister Jim 
Bolger held a two-hour 
meeting, the major event in 
a day long trip here by Mr. 
HasUmoto. 'i t • v: i- .-r*' 
■ There was a strong em- 
pb^js’oD ecoDomic’refbrm 
dtifmg the meeting, because 
Japan is setting out on a 
similar course to that which 


New Zealand has complet- 
ed. 

New Zealand has carried 
out a sw'eeping privatisatioD 
programme and has a 
unique Central Bunk sys- 
tem whose primary goal is 
to set a monetary policy that 
keeps inflation between ze- 
ro and two per cent per 
annum. 

New Zealand's govern- 
ment is also required to pro- 
vide a full set of accounts 
each year and just prior to 
elections. 

When Mr. Bolger was 
asked-byra Japanese journal- 
ist what his single most im- 
portaoi piece of advice 
would be on economic re- 
form. he replied: “Tb be suc- 
cessful h is essential to re- 


form right across the board, 
bringing in all sectors." 

Both prime ministers 
pledged to strengthen ties 
between the two countries 
and work on expanding 
people-to-people links. 

Mr. Hashimoto. speaking 
through an interpreter at a 
joint press conference, said; 
“We have reaffirmed our 
efforts to strengthen links... 
There is already much co- 
operation. This visit is part 
of the Asia-Pacific diplo- 
macy that I started when I 
took office.” 

Mr. Bolger described the 
talks as “an extraordinarily 
wide-ranging discussion on 
matters of mutual imen^t" 
which covered intematioDal 
and bilateral issues. 


Iran accused of being greatest 


Taleban recognition 


barrier to 

KABLIL (AFP) — Iran is 
the biggest block to interna- 
tional reco^tion of the 
frjodameniali.st Taleban as 
the government of Afgha- 
nistan. a senior militia offi- 
cial told AFP Wednesday. 

Sfaer Mohammad Abbas 
Stanekzai. the Taleban's de- 
puty minister of foreign af- 
fairs, accused Iran of con- 
spiring to stem international 
acceptance of the hard-line 
militia, who have yet to be 
recognised by any one 
country. 

“There is no doubt that 
Iran is one of the strongest 
opposition against us." Mr. 
Stanekzai complained. 

The senior official said 
Iran is blocking recognition 
in the Organisation of Isla- 
mic Conference lOJC). an 
influencial 34-member 
Muslim forum, whilst giv- 
ing military backing to rival 
forces. 

“They have launched at- 
tacks on our western bor- 
ders. they are running mili- 
iar>' camps across the bor- 
der. and are flying in sup- 
plies on a daily he 

added. 

“The whole world knows 
what is Iran, what is their 
government and what is 
their policies,” be asserted, 
citing terrorism, airplane hi- 
jacking and sabotage as 
examples of Iran's "unlsla- 


mic'* overseas activity. 

But despite Iran's Sieged 
anti-Talel^ moves. Mr. 
Stanekzai asserted that the 
ultra-purist Muslim militia 
were forging ahead with 
their desperate quest for 
international acceptance. 

“In the beginning there 
were certain problems ... 
but I think the world, espe- 
cially Muslim countries, are 
recognising the Taleban as a 
reality." he said. 

He said the Taleban are 
now recieving more and 
more foreign delegations 
and invitations from the 
OIC and numerous coun- 
tires. including Saudi Ara- 
bia, the United States. Japan 
and Pakistan. 

Mr. Sianekzai also 
claimed that the militia's 
hardline rules no longer 
constituted a major stum- 
bling block to the militia's 
entry onto the worid stage. 

*TTje differences between 
us and other countries — the 
main barrier when we came 
to Kabul — were exagerra- 
led through propaganda of 
the opposition." he said. 

In areas under their con- 
trol, the Taleban have im- 
posed a strict interpretation 
of (Shariat) Islamic Law. 
including the banning of 
women from work and edu- 
cation. 

This and other actions. 


such as punishing men who 
trim their beards and en- 
couraging male residents to 
wear the favoured tuihon. 
caused international uproar 
when the Taleban seized 
Kabul September last year. 

Mr. Stanekzai asserted 
that the rules regarding 
beards and women were 
part of an “emergency pa- 
ckage” to enforce a com- 
mon identity in a country 
gripped by over 17 years of 
bloody civil war. 

"Concerning beards, ma- 
ny other religions have 
them," he said. “In India 
there are the Sikhs, who 
have beards and turbans; 
This is good." 

“Jews and Christians 
should also have beards, but 
many do not follow' their 
religion properly," he ad- 
ded. 

When asked what type of 
Islamic state the Theban 
had in mind for Afgha- 
nistan, Mr. Stanekzai said 
no otiter Muslim nation 
could offer a suitable model 
for the militia, who now 
control around two-thinis of 
Afghanistan. 

"Many other of these so- 
called Islamic states do not 
follow Islamic Law," he 
said. "It is not a case of 
what type of Islamic state: 
For us Islam is pure, and we 
will follow it." 


lAr ms bazaar of Khanabad — a wild west in north Afghanistan 
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®^ABAD. Afghanistan 
The man examin- 
AK-47 assault rifle 
arms bazaar in the 
Afghan cenne of 
^S^^bad. wa.s concerned 
^^■lii^TOving his home 

house needs a Ka- 
Wtov, otherwise it 
J™ ‘be attacked and loot- 
fgqveniighi" he .states 


labad, 363 kilome- 
of Kabul, an AK< 
good condition can be 
fer around SSO. 
iabad is like the w'ild 


west without the Texas Ran- 
gers.” says a Western aid 
worker based in the area. 

A small town with muddy 
streeLs and a string of ram- 
shackle shops. Khanabad is 
under the nominal control of 
ousted Afghan President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani, 
forced from Kabul by the 
Taleban last September. 

The town is run by Mr. 
Rabbani's ally, Mujahedeen 
faction leader Rasool Say- 
yaf, whose nephew was 
gunned down here in a 
street robbery two weeks 
ago. 


“Neither Sayyaf nor Rab- 
bani can maiotain security 
here," the gun merchants 
say. “But the Taleban could, 
of course." 

There was a general feel- 
ing among the people of 
Khanabad that the lawless- 
ness of the town can only be 
rgmgri bv the ulou-pious Ta- 
leban movement, who dili- 
gently collect all war wea- 
pons from civilians in areas 
under their control. 

Khanabad is a district cen- 
tre of Kunduz province, 
which has a reputation for 
bad security in general, and 


risky highway travel in par- 
ticuiar. 

A team of Fren<± televi- 
sion journalists travelling by 
taxi were recently held up at 
gun-point just south of Kun- 
duz City and robbed of 
$7,000. in areas under Tale- 
ban control the highways 
are of free bandits. 

The same freebootery and 
coirupdoD that plagued 
Rabbi's Kabul govern- 
ment prevails in the north, 
although the problem has 
been acknowledged and 
some attempts made to 
clamp down on offenders. 


Security in the north va- 
ries depending on the deg- 
ree of loyalty to the authori- 
ty of the relocated ex-Kabul 
goveromem; Mr. SayyaTs 
Kunduz fiefdom was con- 
sidered worse than Mr. Rab- 
bani's provinces of Takhar 
and B^iakhsban. 

“In Khanabad evCT>' indi- 
vidual commander is a 
long," (kdares an anns dea- 
ler whose arsenal consists 
mainly of 82rani mortar 
bombs. 

He noted that the mini- 
warlords fre^entiy engage 
each other in combat, with 


\ 


the result that entire villages 
suffer the consequences. 

‘'We need security, be- 
cause in a shootout between 
two enemies, we are likely 
to get shot," be soys. 

The commanders in the 
Khanabad area, he adds, 
compete with each other in 
marrying new wives, obtai- 
ning boy-lovers, acquiring 
plots of land and amassing 
money. 

Not all the shops in the 
Khanabad arms bazaar stay 
open at the same time; there 
are weekly and seasonal 
busy periods. 


“Dealing in arms is a riskty 
business, without a lot of 
one weapons dealer 
said. "To get ahead some 
merchants also deal in ha- 
shish and opium." 

During the drug hart’est 
period some arms dealers 
leave town to check their 
crops and negotiate with 
wholesalers who export to 
the Central Asian republics 
of the former Soviet Union. 

"There was a Dostum 
commander who bought 
100 seers (700 kilo- 
grammes) of hashish. He 
will sell it to Tajikistan for a 


400 per cent profit," the gun 
merchant said. 

General Abdul Rashid 
Dostum, w'ho is based in 
Mazar-e-Sharif some 300 
kilometres west of Kunduz. 
has joined Mr. Rabbani and 
other commanders in an 
alliance to topple the Tale- 
ban and recapture Kabul. 

If successful, observers 
wonder how the anti-Tale- 
ban alliance will enforce 
security in the Afghan capi- 
tal when they have great dif- 
ficulty doing so in their own 
home turf. 
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One path to peace 


THE ISRAELI prime minister, Benyamin 
Netanyahu, is neither as innocent nor as stupid 
as be sounded and looked during yesterday's 
interview with CNN. He knew very well that 
when, in the same inier\iew. His Majesty King 
Hussein said that **thc minority of e.\tremists 
here (in the Arab World) and there (in Israel) 
have dictated their agenda upon us,” be was 
referring to extremists in Mr. Netanyahu’s own 
government. 

Mr. Netanyahu's rhetoric about peace and 
security, security and closure of the Palestinian 
territories and settlement in Jerusalem, is nei> 
ther deluding any one in Israel nor the Arab 
World nor the global community. Every stu> 
dent of history or politics can see that Israeli 
government policies, since Mr. Netanyahu 
took power, are based on one precept — the 
denial of Palestinian rights in Palestine. Not 
only does Mr. Netanyahu and his hardline part- 
ners deny the Palestinians their rights to their 
own land, he wants the Palestinian National 
Authority to renounce these rights and opp- 
ix‘ss its own people. 

Further. Mr. Netanyahu has been turning a 
deaf car and a blind eye to King Hussein's con- 
tinued pleas to the Israeli leader to act with wis- 
dom. courage and humility. He refuses to 
recognise that if the peace process fails and 
radicals on both sides call the shots, nothing 
short of bloodshed and untold miserv will 


ensue. 

King Hussein's repeated warnings and his 
growing sense of frustration did not grow out 
of a void hut, rather, out of a realisation that 
this is the last chance for peace and we must not 
lose it for the maximalists on both sides. 
Palestine must be home to two equal peoples, 
states and identities. 

If Mr. Netanyahu is willing to initiate discreet 
final status negotiations, as the King suggested, 
(hen he will find the Palestinians more than 
willing to engage him in such a venture. Instead 
of using the Americans as messengers, as the 
King rightly observed, the Palestinians and the 
Israelis, together with all persons of goodwill, 
should enter into such n^otiations soon. 
Meanwhile, the Americans, who successfully 
helped the Eg^-ptians and the Israelis to negoti- 
ulv their C'ump David accords in 1978, need to 
step up their involvement and use their clout to 
ensure a fair and lasting settlement to the 
Palestiniaii-lsracii conflict. 


ARABIC PRES,S COMMENTARIES 


WRlll R In: ,\l Ra'i diiib (hat the 

Vmiei) Si.iji's. the '•p*^nsor nt the jvace process, has ihe 
j'lssxi’i to (oiee Israel ii» c»imply \xith she rexjuiremencs 
• )i (v.ice aiul \t«ip its ille.o.il measures and scttlemer,:- 
iviiMinp pE>\eiamnK*s in the Arab [erriiories. but unfor. 
mtiateh ti ts etwuiMnp otherwise. Wnisef Abdullah 
M.ihmoitij said th.ii in the wake of (he latest I'.N. 
(.ieiicia! .Assembly xtite comlemnine Israel's practices, 
a MMiioi J.tpanese eosemment ofncial culled on 
\^.ishiiii-ion 111 stop ns miUtaiy uid to Israel to force it 
to h.i)t If. settlement projjrammos. The wiiter said that 
the smi:iiii>n now sers much resembles that which pre* 
sailed in the ullemitnh oi the Nri7 war when Lhe French 
pivsiJeni. rh.ules Je Gaulle, summoned liie then 
Istaeli roreien Minister Abba Ebon and fold him that 
(he lionexiiKHin Ivtween Israel and France h.ij ended 
.md n>) moK* French .issistance wx*uld go to Israel 
iH'roie >i lelnms the occupied lands to their owners. 
The w riter said ihai mstcad of encouraging the Israelis 
to pursue their iltee.il pnictices, the I'.S. can n?spond to 
n*;ison and the calls of the I'.N. General .Assembly and 
the world coniniunity by lorving the Israelis to stop 
(hetr measures so as to enable (he peace process to 
resume unhiiuicred. He said that .America, which ha.s 
many interests in the .Arab World, should take this idea 
into consider.iiion and a\en riskme the loss of such 


mlcrcsts. 


.A W RITER for .\I Uustuur said Wedne.sday that the 
avent peace accord between Khart^nim and four oppo- 
sition factions th.it had been fighting the Sudonc.se gov- 
enunent in the south will not bring about peace to the 
country but could also encourage the major faction of 
John Gorang to consider reaching a peace treaty with 
Khanoum. Orcib Rintawi s;iid that tlw peace Kcord 
was u clear step forw:ird. but it remains incomplete 
unless all the conflicting parties ha\e reconciled and 
unless the Khartoum regime embraces the principle of 


political pluralism and frees all political detainees. The 
w 'riier said it is to be expected that the four small fac- 


tions will stop iheir fight against Kh.inoum because the 
ucconi has ofTcred them most of tlieir demands, espe- 
ciallv the risdn to .separate from Sudan after a four-year 
transitional 'period. But he said ilie eyes will now be 
luracd to John Gaiang who leads the major opposiuon 
eioup and whose decisions on war or peace is bound to 
tip the balance in Sudan's very delicate situation. 


Cultural impediments and pursuit 


of education in the U.S. 


IT SEEMS to me that whenever we look for the causes 
which hinder the performance of individuals in our part 
of the world, most of the time (though not always), we 
run into the social (societal) and culmral. What compli- 
cates the pictuie ftuther. and makes the situation more 
disappointing and vexing, is the fact that when we say 
“soci^” or “cultural,” we are not talking about a cul- 
tural or social factor, phenomenon, reason or cause that 
is acceptable, but one that is noL In other words, we as 
Arabs (while cherishing and valuing our social and cul- 
mral legacy and roots tremendously) have serious 
objections to many aspects of our present-day social 
life or culture, much of which is not (in the opinion of 
many of us) “truly” or “genuinely” Arab. 

The other day. we invited the Head of the Fulbright 
Commission (TC) in Amman to talk to our students (at 
the English Department of the Universi^ of Jordan) 
about the cultuim aspects affecting Arab students' pur- 
suit of study in the U.S. In the interesting discussion of 
the subject, a great de^ was said. 

Among the ^ings that were emphasised was the fact 
that not all American universities ore (dike. There are 
about 3. 600 accredited universities (in addition to the 
many unaccredited). Of those accredited, some are 
e.xceUenL some ure very good, some are good, and 
some are mediocre and poor. When students intend to 
study in the U.S., “studying in the U.S.” should not be 
the aim, for there is something false about such 
assumption. Rather, they should aim to study at this or 
that university. The 3,600 universities and coIlege.<i 
offer. es.seniia])y, 3,600 different experiences. 

One thing else was stressed, by way of encourage- 
ment. American universities (let's say most of them) 
care a lot about the foreign student body of their over- 
all population. They make it a point, in other words, to 
accept students from abroad in order to enrich their 


Normally (unless you have received a scholarship 
through an establishment like the Fulbright and such 
institution itself takes care of your admission, that is), 
the process takes about a full year. Not only are there so 
many applications to fill, so many exams one has to 
take and so many essays that you have to write, the 
process is also extremely com^utive. After a whole 
year of filling applications, taking exams, writing 
essays and providing documents of sorts, chances are 
(and this is what happens in 8 out of 10 cases) one will 
be rejected. As the president of the U.S. university 
where I went to graduate school said during a reception 
held for us the first couple of weeks: “You have passed 
the most difficult ph^ of your university life: admis- 
sion.” And indeed, admission to U.S. colleges and uni- 
versities is by no means routine or matter of course and 
time. 

Wbat X wish to underscore in this context, however, 
by way of highlighting the cultural factors affecting the 
admission chances of Arab students negatively (or pos- 
itively) are two things: According to the fae^ of FC. 
students who have better chances than others at getting 
admission are those who do two things, among others: 
sell themselves well in the application and write well. 
From my experience with our present-^' culture and 
with our students, I would say mat this is bad news for 


the majoriw of our students. 

For one thing, many of them do not know bow to sell 
themselves — one may say that many do not care to sell 
themselves. Some siu^nts are too shy, too humble and 
too unconvinced of the importance of presenting them- 
selves in an interesting light. Some are so complacent 
and self-satisfied, they thiiw their intrinsic worth (what- 
ever that may be) is more important than anything they 
put on paper. That is the way it is in our present-day 
culture. 

More importantly, however. I believe that most of our 
students do not have much to sell. American colleges 
and universities are not just looking for grades; they 
want, in the application, good recommendation letters, 
students' involvement in committees, students' involve- 
ment in campus and social activities, membership of 
clubs and associations of sorts, examples of published 
material, interesting things students have done — in 


campus experience. ITiis is good news for those apply- 
ins from the Amb World, iust as it is for those apDlvins 


ing from the Amb World, just as it is for those applying 
from Southeast and east ^ia tmd Africa, because when 
they apply they already have this advont^e. 

But there is also some bad news, especially for Arab 
students. The bod news is two-fold. 

First, it is well-known that admission to American 
universities is lengthy, laborious and difficult. 


other words, a whole CV. _ 

What CM 

grades and are not members of 

them are not .nvoTved m^vme^.^^ ^ 

st^dente ^vrite weU. They have not been trained 

wll in the art of writing (despite^ 
offer at the university level and the good textbook), 
tiiev have inherited bad writing habits ftom the Ar^ic 
S^Tc^^Sin) whic^ is too disorderly 
a!!dldiscip6n^ as a process; they do not toe 
patience to^te: and our society of tt^^ 

SSn fseoDle to write well nor encourages ±em to do so. 
Yon can ^Uy graduate a straight-A student from oiu 
schools and universities who does not know bow to 
write weU. flfeaching otir students to write well »s 

w^fanors affect oi^ students’ chances ^ 
admissions (positively or negatively — more negative- 
ly than positively — tremendously). , . ^ 

Once the student is admitted, two thmgs (^ong oth- 
ere) affect his/her performance cruaally. The first is. 
a gain, writing. In most courses at U.S. umversities. sto- 
denis (espe<SUy at the graduate level) have to wnte 
well. Most of the time, they get the course grade solely 
on the basis of writing. . 

The second important requirement is the ^mty to 
participate in discussions intelUgenily. diliMntiy. 
enthusiastically and effectively. One cannot sit and take 
down notes. One has to ask intelligent questions, argue 
a point well, agree with others intelligently, disagree 

convincingly, etc. ^ j j 

Again, at this particular level, our students do not do 
well. Most of them are reticent, silent, unenthusiastic, 
lui-eager to participate, and lack the skills of subtle 
argumentation (how to agree or disagree). 

The onJy thing one could advise here is to ask our stu- 
dents to woik on tiieir CVs three years ahead of their 
decision to apply for study in the u.S. and to work on 
their writing and expression skills. Trivialise nothing; 
ex'erything counts. 


Regulation of Arab securities markets 


a legal perspective 


By Lu'ay’y Miower 
A1 Runawi 


ALTHOUGH ARAB 
countries did not partici- 
pate in the intense global 
financial deregulation of 
the 1980s. it is appropriate 
that they should now 
focus on tackling their 
financial ser\'ices regimes 
and securities m^keLs 
regulation. Yet, despite 
Arab governments' 
recently acclaimed inter- 
est in developing regional 
securities markets, .Arab 


representation in interna- 
tional regulatory debates 
remains noticeably absent. 
It can be also added that 
throughout the various 
EBRD conferences, which 
I have attended on regula- 
tory matters related to 
securities markets in 


emerging economies, one 
uould rarely come across 
any .Arab delegation, 
t Nevenhelcss. during the 
Amman MEN.A economic 
summiL senior business- 
men. fund managers and 
regional market operators 
ar^ officials held very 
constructive workshops 
on regional capital market 
developments). 

Houever. stable macro- 
economics conditions, 
onleriy exchanges, com- 
petent financial and bank- 
ing systems, coupled w\ih 
an eifective legal cotp(^ 
rate structure which is 
underpinned by effica- 
cious legal proc^ures. are 
all among the prerequi- 
sites for well-functioning 
securities moikets. 

Nevertheless, if .Arab 
securities markets are to 
prosper domestically and 
attract substantial foreign 
portfolio investments, 
they should be nK>re 
receptive to current global 
regulatory debates. I^r we 
live now in an era of inte- 
grated and globalised 

mirities markets, where 
highly complex legal 
mechanisms and measures 
are constantly evolving 
and passed from one juris- 
diction to another. Recent 
globalisation of the securi- 
ties markets is enabling 
issuers to raise capital out- 
.sidc their own countries. 
In 1985. S4.3 billion in 
international equity issues 
were completed world- 
wide. This market to 
S20.9 billion in 1^7 and 
S22.S bUlion in 1992. 


I will briefly touch upon 
the most important factors 
which have lead to the 
recent exponeoual Arab 
interest in securities mar- 
kets (debt and equi^). 

Taken into their severely 
less developed regional 
matrixes, securities mar- 
kets in the Arab countries 
are currently experiencing 
“considerable” structural 
reforms. In addition, these 
reforms are being under- 
lined by ever-incFeasing 
stable macroeconomics 
conditions in many Arab 
countries. In the last two 
years or so. inflation and 
budget deficits have been 
dropping steadily, while 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) and markets capi- 
talisation have generally 
been on the increase, 
t However, the 

international Monetary 
Fund still cautions about 
the. until very recentiy, 
annual average' decline of 
0.5 per cent of the per 
capita growth in MENA 
countries. Moreover, on 
the eve of the third MENA 


economic summit in 
Cairo, in November 1996. 
it warned the region 
against continued depend- 
ability on favourable 
external factors to sustain 
high growth rates and 
financi^ balances 

improvements). Yet, a 
number of .Arab capital 
markets are slowly gain- 
ing “tentative” iniema- 
tional confidence, and 
varying degrees of interest 
have been exhibited by 
some investment houses 
in the U.K.: Flemings 
Securities. Barings. 
Foreign and Colonial, 
Merrill Lynch. JP Morgan 
aiKl many more. In addi- 
tion. specialised Middle 
Eastern mutual funds are 
currently set up for the 
purpose of investing in the 
region. They inciu^ Arab 
Countries Fund 

(Fleming), Emerging 
Middle East Fund 
(Foreign and Colonial). 
Atla.s Maroc (Hnanciers 
Atlas/Frsnce). Maghreb 
Fund (Fnunlin^on), 
Maroc Privatisation Fund 
(GP Banque/France). 
Middle East Of^minities 
Fund (Alliance 

Captial/Luxembou^). 

However, the capitalisa- 
tion and sopiustication of 
Arab eineiging markets 
still constitute a fraction 


of the market capitalisa- 
tion and sophistication in 
other emerging markets in 
Eastern Europe, Latin 
America suid ^uth East 
Asia. Recently, it has been 
estimated that total capi- 
talisation of Arab securi- 
ties markets amounts to 
$89 billion, against $1,000 
billion shared by the rest 
of the emerging markets. 
Nevertheless, the region 
as a whole is believed to 
attract less than one per 
cent of the total capital 
flows into developing 
countries, and about 0.3 
per cent of foreign poitfo- 
lio investments. 

One must accentuate 
tiiat economies of the 
region differ .sharply in 
their per capita upsurge in 
Arab interest in securities 
markets. The spiralling 
expenditure costs of the 
Iran-Iraq war and the 1991 
Gulf war. dwindling 
export revenues and glot^ 
al overproduction have 
forced many of the rich 
Arab Gulf countries to 
offset budget deficits by 
raising funds through issu- 
ing domestic debt securi- 
ties. As market-oriented 
treasuiy debt instruments 
provide a non-inflationary 
.source of deficit financ- 
ing. it was estimated chat 
Saudi Arabia's domestic 
public ^bt — mostly in 
the form of debt securities 
— had in the last four 
years risen from 50 per 
cent of GDP to 80-85 per 
cent. It was also estimated 
that the collective average 
fiscal deficits of Bahrain. 
Kuwait, Oman. Qatar. 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE 
widened from 1.5 percent 
of GDP in 1981-85 to 
eight per cent of GDP in 
1^6-90, while rising to 
nine per cent of GDP in 
1 99 i -95. Moreover, many 
of these countries are 
gradually becoming less 
dependable on oil as their 
main export and ore diver- 
sify'ing ^ir economies by 
building petrochemi^ 
industries, with significant 
potentials for private sec- 
tor contribution. 

On the other hand, exter- 
nal bcuTOwing is also 
becoming less obtainable 
to poorer Arab countries. 
Foreign direct investment 
and, to a lesser extent for- 
eign portfolio investments 
are instead being viewed 
as tfae panacea for the 


region's deficits in financ- 
ing requirements, which 
the World Bank says it is 
the highest of any devel- 
oping region. 

Indeed, the Wbrid Bank 
and the IMF have been 
instrumental in puslung 
for structural and fiscal 
reforms which aimed at 
ultimately rendering the 
region more attractive to 
foreign investment. Many 
Arab countries compli^ 
and took substantial mea- 
sures to balance dieir bud- 
gets and current account 
deficits while simultane- 
ousiy fostering privatisa- 
tion and reducing public 
expenditure. 

Since 1985, Jordan. 
Morocco and Tunisia have 
embarked on programmes 
of macroeconomics stabil- 
isatirm and structural 
reforms. (According to 
many analysts, the tight- 
ening of fiscal policies in 
these countries led to a 
“steep” decline in budget 
deficits, from an average 
of 14 per cent of GDP in 
1981-85 to about five per 
cent of GDP in 1986-90 
and three per cent of GOP 
in 1991-95. Average infla- 
tion decline was also esti- 
mated to have fallen from 
nine per cent in 1981-8S 
to about six per cent in 
1986-95). 

Despite the fact that the 
economies of Syria and 
Egypt are characterised by 
perv'ading public owner- 
ship, they too have 
embaiked, since earlv 
1990s. on economic liber- 
alisation programmes. 

One must also mention 
that the regional peace 
process and the subse- 
quent three MTNA eco- 
nomic summits have 
added considerable impe- 
tus to the momentum of 
privatisation and econom- 
ic openness. These events 
are catalysts for the meta- 
morphosis of a regional 
entiepreoeurial culture 
which is also highly 
appreciative of the bene'- 
fite of foreign investmenL 
Tax relief packages, new 
anti-trust laws, complete 
foreign currency move- 
ment and convertiltility. 
corporate ownership and 
freedom to lease and con- 
tract toe all been provid- 
ed to cater to foreign con- 
venience. 

This burgeoning culture 
is also being unpinned 


by substantive attempts to 
create institutions such as 
the Middle East 


Development Bank, 


taUsed at $S biUion 


c, ctmi- 
, with a 


S aid-up capital of S1.2 bil- 
on. Yet, altbou]^ they 


lion. Yet, although th^ 
may still remain mooted, it 
is no exaggeration to say 
that Arab authoritarian 
economies are gradually 
^ving way to decentralisa- 
tion and genuine readiness 
to embrace the role of the 
private sector. Calls for 
privatisation are now being 
made publicly and vocifer- 
ously in many Arab coun- 
tries. 

For example, the chief of 
Kuwait Economic Society 
has called tiiis month for 
full privatisation of public 
institutions. In his call, be 
cited as examples the 
Kuwsut Public Transport 
Company, the Kuwait 
Airways Corporation, the 
Touristic Enterprise 
Company, and power, 
water, post, communica- 
tions. h^th. and eiiuca- 
tion services w'hich are 
under the Kuwaiti govem- 
mem control. It has even 
been reported this month 
that Oman is conducting a 
f^ibility study to priva- 
tise the management of its 
naval base at Wudaxn. on 
the Arabian Sea. 

Lastly, probably a very 
important development 
with regard to equity and 


f 


debt acquisition has taken 
place in the formerly sensi- 
tive area of foreign corpo- ^ 
rate ownership. Foreign ^ 
(individual and institution- 
al) investors are now 
allowed to purchase equi- 
ties and bonds in some 
government and many pri- 
vate companies. Egypt, 
Tunisia, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Morocco, Oman. Bahrain 
(and the expectant 
Palestinian stock 

exchange) are among the 
Arab countries whose 
national laws allow foreign 
corporate ownership. 
However, Arab countries 
do vary considerably in 
their latitude and tolerance 
of foreign corporate own- 
ership. Y^ile Oman allows 
foreign mutual fbnds to 
own up to 49 per cent of 
listed companies, 

Jordanian legislation, for 
example, last year iL 
scrapped the 49 per cent 
rMtriction on equity for- 
eign ownership. 


The writer is doctoral law 
researcher at the London 
School of Economics and 
Political Science, 

University of London. He 
contributed the above arti- 
cle to the Jordan Titnes. In 
a follow up article Mr. 
Rimawi will tackle region- 
al securities markets regu- 
lations. * 


LETTERS 


Fewer, not more 


To the Editor: 


ip^x^g in next elections” (Jord^ 

1997). quotes Secretary 

Progressive Party Mahmn.^M Arab Baath 

Karak and other southern eiectoraLrt'^^^'''°® 
reijesented". ii is a wrong sSS . "°ver- 

m fact, said that those a?eas 

^ were under-representei 


TheArab Baath Prog,«,ive Party, 

Amman. 
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It was onoTher relatively motionless week on the domestic 
front except perhaps for a local paper snaft that did not sit 
very well with the powers that be. A headline that initialh 
iiwj to read "Study claims government capable of doing 
away with 13,000 civil sen'ice Jobs." actually read. 
"13,000 en^loyees to be pensioned." No manner of 
defence would succeed, in this ^iruurion, to uphold a plea of 
"fair comment. " But a stem warning from His Majesty the 
King may go a long way in teaching a few editors some 
Journalistic ethics. 

**** 

PRESSING THE FLESH: Demonstrating his social 
aplomb. Prime Minister Abdul SaUun Majali played host to 
diplomats, heads ofU.N. missions and international organ- 
isations in Jordan Tuesday evening at a reception he threw 
at the Forte Grand Hotel. The large turnout also gave the 
guests an opportunity to congratulate the premier on his 
retumto the government and to wish him much success. 

**** 

NEW RANKS: The Circassian Charity Society has a new 
board of trustees, uncharacteristically made up of a 
younger composition of individuals. Traditionally, the 60- 
, something organisation has yielded boards of elder mem- 
.kJers of the society. Another surprise, to some members, was 
that the largest ruonber of votes went to a woman indepen- 
dent candidate. Nisreen Shabso. an engineer. The voter 
mmoia was said 10 be overwhelming with around 9,000 
members showing up. The ne?a step will be the election, 
among the board members themselves, of the officers of the 
hoard. We will keep an eye out far any more unexpected 
hiQrpenmgs there. 

**** 

POLL WATCH NIGHT: Today the British flock to 
polling stations throughout the United Kingdom far their 
general elections. Here in Amman the British embassy is 
inviting one and all to come to the British Embassy Club 
(behind the embassy in .Abdoun] to watch the votes roll in on 
live television starting at midnight local time. Hot sot^, 
rolls, coffee and tea >i77/ he offered free of charge, and an 
English hrealfast will be sened between 5:00 and 6:00 
a.m. on Friday morning. (Reminds one of the V.S. etrtbassy 
election watch night held last November at Champions in 
the Marriott Hotel). 

**** -,y 

A .IABOUI^ OF LOYJ^^ "Th^\fiesrpraripn.of,/he ., 
Urmyyad Palace'in Ammfijt. ,“a lecture in Ei^lish, wilt be 
.presented by Ignacio Arce.^h Spanish architect who has 
*been in Jordan working as director of works on the restora- 
tion project on Amman Is Citadel mountain. The lecture will , 
be conducted at the Insrituto Cervantes in Amman on 
Samnderi' at 6:00 p.m. Incidentally, the Jnstituto Cervantes 
may not get its ou'n director far another yean Since last 
year’s departure ofCamino de Aristegui, the centre's activ- 
ities have come under the eye of Director-Coordinator far 
Lennon, Syria and Jordan Javier Ruiz Serra. Mr. Serra 
M'a; in Amman this week to join his associates in welcoming 
Spanish Ambassador-designate Eudaldo (Lalo) MirapeLx 



Firas Ameen Abu Al Hawa 


and his wife Bettina to Jordan. His schedule brings him to 
Amman monthly far about three days. Mr. Serra served 
from Beirut, then was moved to Damascus. It is yet possi- 
ble that he may uxtrk the three countries from Amman, pro- 
vided the institute 's senior officials maintain the status quo. 

**** 

HEARING 

GOOD NEWS: 

From Washington 
we heard news, 
ahead of his par- 
ents. that 3-year- 
old Firas Ameen 
Abu Al Hawa from 
Amman has 
received a Parent- 
Infant Financial 
Aid Award from 
the Alexaruier 
Graham Bell 
Association far 
theDecf, The Bell 
Association gives 
awards to help 
Deaf or luird-of- 
hearing infants 
succe^ in oral 
education from an 
early age. Firas's 
parents. Ameen 
Hashem and 

Shahrazad Abu Al Hawa, say they will use the award for 
their son 's education at the Queen Alia Centre for Speech 
and Hearing Disabilities, which assists around 4,000 chil- 
dren and adults every year. Firas has been at the centre on 
a assistance programme sponsored by the Ministry of Social 
Development since 1995. To apply far a Bell award, chil- 
dren must be no more than 6 years of age and must have 
moderate-to-profaund hearing losses (greater than 55db) in 
the speech frequencies of 500. 1000. and 20(X) Hz. The par- 
ens/guardian ^the child must be committed to an auditory- 
oral philosophy of education and must demonstrate finan- 
cial need. This year 214 children were selected to receive 
awards. Applications are mailed upon request beginning in 
August. The request deadline is September 15th. and the 
completed application materials must be postmarked by 
jQctober 15. .Tx> request art-applicptiotf. fartheJ98SJParera- 
Infant Firuinc&l Aid award, contact }fiirontca"Bouxte at: 
Alexander Graham. Bell Associarion, far the Deqf, 3417 
Volta, flac'e, %W.l Wsh'tngton, DC ‘:f0007-2T7S. the 
Alexander Ghiham Bell Association far the Deaf, founded 
in 1890 by the inventor of the telephone, is an international 
organisadon dedicated to inqtroving opportunities for peo- 
ple who are deaf or hard of hearir^ to learn to speak, 
speech-read, and use their residual hearing to communicate 
pnd succeed in the normally hearing world 

**** 

FOR DEVOTION: A different sort of award has been 
presented to Rose Lohrmann far "her outstanding and 


devoted services to the Theodore Schneller School in 
Amman. The Cermtm Merit Medal of the First Order was 
conferred upon Mr. Lohrmann by President of the Federal 
RepiAUc of Germany Dr. Roman Herzog. For the better 
part of three decades Mrs. Lohrmann Ims been a teacher of 
Cennan, and has been deputy director of the school. The 
Schneller School is sponsored by the German Church mis- 
sionary in Luduiidsberg near Stuttgart. It enrols orphatied 
and underprivileged boys who live in the Schneller com- 
pound and are educated in vocational training. The gradu- 
ates are usually immediately hired by local firms for their 
skills, and those who excel often receive Schneller School 
scholarships to study at luiiversity. The school was started 
in Jerusalem more than a century ago, but following the 
1948 Arab-Israeli war, it was moved to Animan. Mrs. 
Lohrmann received her medal from German Ambassador to 
Jordan Peter Mende at a special celebration at the embassy. 
Those who know her, also know that Mrs. Lohrmann not 
only 5aw hundreds of youth through their schooiing at 
Schneller, she never forgets them either. 

**** 

FINE FEATHERS: Ostrich breeding is catching on in 
Jordan. Since 1983 the Royal Society far the Conservation 
of Nature has not had any luck in its ostrich captive breed- 
ing programme. Enter a low-profile local entrepreneur, 
whose masters thesis centred on the feasibility of raiding 
ostriches for commercial purposes. This young business- 
man is testing a pilot project on the non-endangered Black 
Neck Ostrich as a source of leather and meat for export. 
His contribution to the RSCN project was to help the soci- 
ety with the egg-incubation and chick-feeding process. 
Today the RSCN has eight healthy chicks which the project 
managers will transfer to the Shaiimari Wildlife Reserve 
where the chicks' parents are. The RSCN is working on 
raising Red Neck and Blue Neck ostriches far its educa- 
tional and captive-breeding projects. It also intends to sell 
the non-fenilised eggs of the Blue Neck Ostrich as it, unlike 
the Red Neck, does not fall under the Convention on 
International Trading ofEridangered Species of Wild Fauna 
and Flora (CITES). The society’s large captive-breeding 
programme at Shaiimari strives to reintroduce several of 
Jordan 's iruligenous animals into their natural habitat. 

**** 

RAVE REVIEWS: And on ostrich meat, we can tell you 
that ostrich steaks were served as main course at the South 
African Embassy’s Freedom Day dinner Tuesday evening at 
the InteKontiriental Hotel. The guests this year reached 
around 500 in number., far surpassing last year's cran’d iff 
350. Famed jazz pidhisi Dr. Ibrahim Abdullah flew in in the 
nick of time, all the way from New York, to play his non- 
interrupted repertoire. Dr. Abdullah will play to audiences 
in Ramallah and Tunis while he is in the. region. Guests of 
honour seated at Ambassador Henry de Bruyn and his w(fe 
Sophia's table were Their Royal Highnesses Prince Road 
Bin Zeid and Princess Majda, and Minister of Tourism Akel 
Biltaji and his wife Dr. Nowaz Fariz. There was a no-calt, 
no-show from a minister who will go unmentioned here. As 
one embassy staff put it "There are of course any number of 
good reasons for being unable to moLv it at the last minute, 
but a cal! would have been appreciated. " 



Schneller School Deputy Director Rose Lohrman receives 
the German Merit Medal from German Ambassador Peter 
Mende 


QUEENS DAY: Cwwds once again brushed osiile ihc 
inconveniences of Jabal Amman detours last uiglu lo aticuil 
the official birthday celebrations for Queen Beatrix of the 
Netherlands at the InterContinental Hotel. Ar a tvceptiim 
hosted by Ambassador and Mrs. B.F. TangleJer. utini.sters. 
government officials,, diplomats and hu.xinesspersons with 
Dutch concerns met and mingled with their lio.xts. a quiet 
couple with e.xcelient road manners, and other gue.sis. 
April 30th is known as Queen !r Day in the Netherlandx. and 
it commemorates the 1980 investiture of Queen Beatrix and 
the birthday of former Queen Juliana. 

BUSINESS ENGUSH IS BUSINESS: "A goo,l earn- 
mand of the English language is a necessary .\kill in today's 
business envirotunent rather than a luxury far the elite few. " 
Tltat is what the proprietor of a new cammercial etideawttr 
in Amman called the Business Language Center iBLC) 
believes. The person behind the project is Hana Darwuzeh 
Ramadan who said that she approached several universities 
abroad with her concept far the language centre, and. the, 
one tq.s^w the most., inrei^sj...\yas^.^i.^J^^ State 
Unb’fi^tty . , 'The 7uhii’ie('fi0’.^ Affienoin *‘l^h^fi.ffejnjtfftuti\ 
(ALI) is reputed far its teaching of English as a .xccond lau*^ 
guage. Ms. Darwazeh-Ramadan has been 'Working on' 
pulling her project together for im'o years. The agreement 
with the ALI provides AU-supplied materials and training 
of the language centre's teachers. Obtaining licensing for 
her venture ireif a particular effort, but the centre h "all 
legal" now, and assessment and placenwnt of studeni.x will 
start in mid-May, with classes beginning in June, The cen- 
tre will offer four courses at first, each handling 25 stu- 
dents. It is located opposite the Amra Hotel entranve. 

Jennifer Hamameh 




Spotlight on Kabardian 


BOOK REVIEW 


Kabiardian-English Dictionary 

By Amjad M. Jaimoukha 

SANJALAY PRESS has just made its debut by releasing its 
first published work, a Kabardian-EngUsh dictionary pre- 
pared by Amjad M. Jaimoukha, a British-educated 
Jordanian electronic engineer, with the assistance of Nadia 
M. Biescha. an English language teacher. The lexicon is, to 
some extent, based on the Kabardian-Russian Dictionary, 
edited by Buba M. Kardan, with four other principal 
sources in addition to. extensive field wori: wi^ native 
speakers. 

The dictionary' is of literary Kabardian and comprises 
about 2 1 ,000 entries, arranged alphabetically in accordance 
with literary convention. It is the first comprehensive 
Kabardian-English lexicon, and it includes many idiomauc 
and .figurative phrases, sayings, proverbs and common 
expressions, which make for enjoyable reading and shed 
li^t on the intricacies and subtleties of a language steeped 
in ancient tradition. 

To help non-native speakers, the phonetic spelling and 
stress pattern are indicated where appropriate, i.e., when 
the general rules of stress, explained in the introduction are 
contravened. 

This work is invaluable for the student of Kabardian who 
is adq>t at using the English language, for non-Russian- 
speaking academics and researchers whose main sources of 
Kabardian would otherwise be in Russian and Kabardian, 


for people already proficient in Kabardian who will uncov- 
er a “common stock" treasure trove, and for the curious and 
adventurous who will embark on a fascinating odyssey of 
self-discovery that will take them to the very depth of iiieir 
collective soul of the Circassian language and people. 

Kabardian is the official and literary language of two 
Circassian republics, namely. Kabarda and Teberkessia. 
and it is spoken by aix>ut 700,000 people in the Caucasus, 
making it the most wide-spread Circassian language. It is 
closely related to Western Circassian, or Adigbey, which is 
spoken by about 200.000 people in the Caucasus, mainly in 
the Adigbey Republic, and to the Shapsigh language used 
in a narrow littc^ of the Black Sea by about 15.0^ peo- 
ple. Circassian is also spoken by an indefinite number in 
the “Diaspora." descend^ts of the emigrants of the nine- 
teenth century, who were expelled by the Russians follow- 
ing their victory in the Russo-Ciicassian War. Most of these 
people live in Tbrkey, where estimates of their number vary 
between one and four million. Considerable numbers also 
live in Syria and Jordan, where no census figures are avail- 
able of their numbers. 

The linguistic status of the Jordanian Circassians is pre- 
carious. and it is characterised by rapid assimilation, 
althou^ renewed interest in the mother tongue is shown by 
±e younger generation, which feels somewhat insecure 
about its ethnic identity. It is one of the most soiking anom- 
alies of tbe Circassian community in Jordan, whose cultur- 
al fieedom is guaranteed by the constitution and respected 
by government and society, and that is able to maintain cul- 


tural exchanges with tbe Caucasus with ease. It was per- 
haps this liberal attitude that precipitated acculturation, in 
the absence of strong cultural institutions that could pre- 
serve the Circassian ancestral heritage. 

There is an evident lack if interest among Circassian 
intellectuals in establishing a conduit for cultural preserva- 
tion, owing to morbid apathy and a moribund spiriL One 
can almost feel a certain slitting hubris directed at many 
aspects of the parent civilisation. Circassian lore is readily 
associated by outsiders, and even by some Circassians, 
with daiicing which, although of some sodal importance, is 
in DO way indicative of tbe richness of the culture that goes 
back for millennia. 

Tbe cultural renaissance that gripped tbe Caucasus after 
the demise of communism has so far largely escaped 
Circassians in the diaspora, whose traditional leadership 
only pay lip service to cultural revival, as is attested by 
their election manifestos. Some of the more raotivared 
Circassians argue that traditional social leaderships have a 
vested interest in maintaining the status quo, to the detri- 
ment of the community as a whole. For instance, it may be 
quite telling that no Circassian institutions have made any 
contributions to this dictionary, most of the financial back- 
ing for which came from one perspicacious individual, Mr. 
Bassem. S. Khuima. 
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Country music rallies to challenge of alternative country, sales 
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By Jim Patterson 

Tlte Associated Press 

Nashville, Tennessee — Something wonderful has hap- 
pened to the country-music industry: Sales have slipped. 

Record-company bean counters aren't happy, but music 
fans could end up big winners when they hear the exciting 
new music coming their way in 1997. Talent executives 
who’ve been playing it safe for years with young (and 
someiioies forgeard)le) clones of George Strait, Garth 
. Brooks and Reba McEntire are taking some chances. 

There are even signs that radio programmers, notorious 
for their conservatism, may be willing to give ec^er, 
^que artists a chance. 

seems like most of the labels are kind of looking for 
I Someone different," said Jim Lauderdale, a talented and vei- 
■ songwriter who is recor^ne a new CD for RCA 
i records. 

“You know their token different acts," he said. "In the 
; wky event that one of them catches on, they want to be 
I there ready.” 

1 ^ Lauderdale recorded Planet Of Love for reprise in 1991. 

1 1t Was an influential failure, with eight of its 10 songs sub- 
sequently recorded by others. A hard-country album he 


recorded for Sony was shelved, and a pop deal with Atlantic 
didn't work out either. 

Tbe industry verdict: Lauderdale was too left-of-centre. 
He moved to minor-league upstart records for “persim- 
mons" last year. That album was embraced in the alternative 
counDy market, a niche of country-rock bands who are 
finding an audience without Nashville’s help. 

“i do think there's a really strong, solid dislike for most of 
ihe fflainstream sniff coining out of Nashville these days.'' 
said Peter Blackstock. editor of No Depression magazine, 
which covers alternative country music. 

"Most of the acts that are on the top of the charts are not 
artists who most of our readership considers very creative 
musically.*' 

Of course, millions of mainstream country fans disagree. 
Country music quadrupled its sales from 1988-95, in tbe 
wake of Garth Brooks' rise to superstar. But sales slipped by 
10 per cent to 12 per cent in 1996, according to the 
Recording Industry Association of America. 

That’s enough of a dip for executives such as Joe GaJante 
at RCA Nashville to take stock. Galante is betting on breok- 
ihe-mold artists like Lauderdale, Sara Evans. Ray Vega, and 
the reinvigorated Kentucky Headhunters to spaik some 
enthusiasm in listeners, and maybe even win over some of 


those No Depression readers. 

“I think we have become so focused on the song and not 
on the singer that we forget that anybody can sing the song 
but not everybody is a star," Galante said. 

“We have gonen in a situation where we can have a song 
and it can sell a bunch of records and then we mistake that 
for being a star and this fonnat only grows when it has lots 
of bright stars. 

“If Reba McEntire gets up on stage sbe can sing for 42 
days. Alabama can do the same thing. ... Then you come 
across other people and you go Billy Ray Cyrus. Achy 
Breaky Heart and that's it. He has done well in this busi- 
ness, but standing the test of time is what we're supposed to 
be paid for." 

Country music deejays were cautiously supportive of 
alternative country at a recent Nashville convention. If they 
follow through, any of the RCA acts could break through in 
1997. Other labels are also trying to launch unique artists on 
the airwaves, such as gritty singers Jack Ingram (Rising 
Tide). Bob Woodruff (Sprint), and Neal Coty (Mercury). 
Any of the three could become the John Mellencamp of 
country music if they start scoring hits. 

The group big house (MCA) puts an insistent R and 6 
backbeai on most of its songs, and has flirted with the label 


“Funktry.” Sara Evans, a former prodigx' from Missouri, has 
a stunning debut ready. Three Chords .And The Truih. heav- 
ily influenced by Patsy Cline and Loretta Lynn, will be 
released in May. 

The Kenracky Headhunters are trying now to set airplay 
for their rocking remake of Marty Robbins Singin* The 
Blues. Ray Vega has had a fine CD in the dramatic Roy 
Orbison-Gene Pitney tradition out since last year, but has 
yet to score a hit 

Kim Richey, who co-wToie the Trisha Yeanvood hit 
Believe Me Baby (1 Lied) has just released u great second 
CD out on Mercury. Lauderdale promises a Bakersfield- 
Buck Owens sound for hi.s upcoming RCA CD. 

Will any of them break through and make counny music 
interesting again? 

“Whoever would have predicted 20 yea."s ago that coun- 
try music would be os huge as it is now?" Lauderdale s:iid. 
“Who would’ve predicted that there would be country 
bands that would be huge? 

“And then who would have predicted a few years ago that 
women in country music would've taken off. becaase in the 
past ... they were at the bottom of the totem pole and now 
they're kind of leading the pack. 

“We’ll just have to see." 
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For better or for worse? 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

WHEN LARGE, mainframe computers started to be wide- 
ly used in Ihc late .$ixiic.s and the early seventies, the 
opportunities for the youn^ to study a new promising Held 
became obvioiLs. Computer .science, computer engineer- 
ing. programming, data entiy. data analysis, computer 
operating and other computer-related topics widened the 
horir.ons of all those who were looking for fresh ideas to 
start ,'1 prcifessional career. 

Indeed, many were those who benefited from the new 
opportunity. It seemed then like a magic cure against 
emerging unemployment. Alas the euphoria didn't last 
long. Two elements came that suddenly turned hope into 
disappointment. The number of young people who decid- 
ed to study u computer-related subject grew' so much, so 
fast that the system gencRtied iLs own unemployment. 
Simply, there were ^loo many computer graduates. 
Fiviunaiely thi.s negative phenomenon was soon reversed 
by the .trrival of personal computers in the mid-eighties. 
Conirao' to mainframe machines that were only used in 
large organisations and were therefore somewhat limited 
ill nuni^r. PCs started to invade every office and every 
home. Computer professionals became so much in 
demand that even now, in any country, there is not enough 
of them. 

Sadly the second negative element hasn't yet been 
removed. .Actually it i.s a rather controversial point that is 
still often debated. We all know that computers do not 
only allow us to perform boner and faster, they also let as 
do the work with fewer people. This aspect perhaps is 
more evident in the case of the manufacturing process 
where a few machines do the job of tens or sometimes 
huiida'ds of workers. But even in offices, a powerful, well 
conficmed PC cun replace .several emplo\ee.s be it for 
su-aightforward typing or other administrative tasks like 



accounting, stock keeping and so forth. 

Some say that the infonnadon technology (IT) industry 
is creadng more jobs than it is suppressing. It could be true 
but there are no significani figures available to confirm or 
deny this asserdon. Such statisdes are too complex to 
defuie and to obtain, in all subjeedvity. For example can 
we say that the job of a secretary working in a computer 
firm is generated by the IT industry? Prob^^Iy yes, but it 
is not a computer work in itself. 

>Miai is cenain is that debating the issue has now 
become useless. All over the w'orld, whether in developed 
or in developing countries, the need for IT is something 
nobody thinks of arguing about. For iastance. Syria 
recently has decided to completely exempt all IT equip- 
ment from customs duties, a move aimed at promodng the 
use of PCs in the country. In Iordan such taxes remain 
within acceptable limits. 

Everything seems to indicate that one way or another, 
for be^r or for worse we are bound to IT for the foresee- 
able future. Problems that apparently derive from the tech- 
nology must be tackled and solved separately in a way that 
does nor compromise the advancement of computer sci- 
ence and technology. 
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Once again... spin doctors 
needs and planet geek 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 

THE SPIN doctors have spoken ag^. 

They have said that no changes will be made to the elec- 
toral law. 

Ibey have said that elections will be held on dme. 

They have said that pracocal steps will be taken to 
encourage local and foreign investment 

TTicy have denied that thousands will be made redun- 
dant 

They have said that Jordan has taken pan in a recent 
conference on the rights of the author in celebration of the 
International Day of Writets. 

They have said that the preparatory conuninee for World 
Tr^c Day had recently met Sub-comimttees were 
formed to the delegated responsibilities. 

They have said chat coordination is required between 
charit^le organisations and voluntary ones for the good 
of the community. 

They have said that the union of traders in foodsmffs ^ 
suggested that Amman hold its own promotional shopj^g 
month. 

They have said that you should beware of imitation. 

They have said that die righs of refugees have to be 
respected. 

TJiey have said chat no one had ever made any promises 
that life was going to get better for Jordanians in this era 
of peace. 

They have said that our naive assumptions — because 
we ate all ignorant and ungrateful citizens — about pros- 
perity were totally unjustified. 

They said that they will help us go about achieving all 
that we had hoped to achieve. 

They have said that they will help ease our pain and care 
for our needs. 

They have since said that we should ignore our needs 
and just be content with whatever life has to offer. 

Moreover, they now say that we must have no needs 
whatsoever. 

But in our day and age. even computers have needs. 
They need to be set up. Their software needs to be 
inst^ed. They need to be configured, reconfigured, 
upgraded and reconfigured again at increasingly short 
intervals. 



TTiev always seem to need extra RAM. faster processors 
and bigger hard drives. They need to be replaced ouirig^ 
when the price of a new computer falls below the cost of 
an upgrade. Just like people have become so damn cheap 
and easily replaceable. 

Computers need support lines, help files and suppon 
people. F^ple need one another, they need support and 
they seek companionship. 

As computers get cheaper, they wind up on more de^, 
requiring more support With time, semor citizens need to 

be taken care of more than ever. 

But computers can be demanding. They need things 
such as fonts. 

Ever spent half a day worrying about, or mstalling, fonts 
on a typewriter? Or a pencil? And when people become 
demanding, do we throw them out like we do an old rag? 

Computers have systems that are supposed to fix pro^ 
lems, except when the person who knows how to do th^ 
is on holiday this week. Still, there seems to be far more 
computer experts than welfare woricers. Therefore, are the 
needs of machines more respected and catered for than 
those of people in our country? 

Sadly, it seems that the needs and dreams of people are 
not important in our counny. 

Yet, every single person in this countty needs someone 
to look after him if be is to have all kinds of doors and 
opportunities opened to him. But what h^pens when such 
a person cannot be found, do we walk away from our land 
and from all that we could have been? Or do we face up to 
the sea of troubles on our own? 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

Mohammad A. Shuqcur 


AMAZING FACTS 


• GOLF championship competitions ore annually held in 
America starting from a summit 7,000 feet high alx>ve the 
sea level. Players have to pass through mountainous pas- 
sages, jungles full of snakes and avoidance of desert lands 
and mine fi^ds found on the mountain. 

# « * 

• IN one of the cities in Wales, Britain, there is a mu- 
seum completely designed to keqp 400 species of dogs. 

w * * 

• SEVENTY-THREE years ago. An American invented a 
kind of jumping shoes for children just like the shape of 
locusts supported on steel legs wi± zippers. 

* * * 

• SHOULD a girl's interior petticoat sueuh out of the 
exterior and is seen uointentionally by othety. this indi- 
cates that the girl will soon marry chou^ she hasn't known 
yet. 


• A NUMBER of persons suffering from misery and 
wretchedness might not remember that they once joked at 
a blind man or let their tongues out laughing at a hunch- 
back. 


* AN ELEPHANT has the power of bearing the footsteps 
of a mouse. 

* * V « 

LET'S CHAT IN ARABIC 


** Please pa.ss me the receiver. 

Naawilnee as^saimna'a, mm fa dlek, 

** Will you please give me the tetephone number of... 

Hal tasmaheen b'ita’e raqam tdefone... 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. Where is the Doomsday Book kept? 

2. Give another name for the Nortfaem Lights? 

3. What is a topee? 

4. What is another name for Ireland? 

5. How much does a cricket bail weigh? 

6. What is the crockedest railway in the world? 

7. What is the longest runnel in the world? 

aH « * 

PUZZLES 

(A) Underline the odd-man-out; 

• dollop clef crab condemn albine sink 

• courage leave measles steamer 

(B) Name the breed: 

• LOOK carefully at the pictures of the three dogs and try 
to identify the breed of each dog. 


** Just a moment, please. 
** The line is engaged. 

** There's a constant buzz. 


Lahtha. min 
Al-khutt masfa'*ghftnl. 

Yoojad taneen mustamirr. 



ALSATIAN 

DALMATIAN 

LABRADOR 


1 SETTER 

2 FOXHOUND 
“ BOXER 




J dachshund 

S. CORGI 

5 TERRI 


** Wait a few minutes and dial again. 

lotasir daqa'iq thumma otiob ar-raqam mamtas 

okhra. 

** You're through, sir. 

Ma'ak al-khott. ya sayyedL 

** Who's colling, please? 

Mao allatbi yatakaflain. min fadJek? 

** Do you want to leave a message? 

Hal tawadd an tatrok rissalah? 

** Yes, thank you. 

N’a'aia. ashkurok. 

** Speak up. I can't hear you cleariv. 

Irfa" sawtak. La astatee an asma'aka bewodooh. 

** Sony, we have been cur off. 

Assif; laqa kote'a al-khutt bajnana 


JOKES 

- TEACHER: "Which is is the laraest 
area m our couniiyT* ingest 

STIDENT; -‘My mother’s safe." 

* * * 

■ “He died this momin» 

^ ft 

• housewife- Tve 

nary. I alreadv have one " 

^ SALES^IAN^■•Bu, 1 •. 

^^rx^helf!" ^ H any 

housewife- "h\ rK- 
S.-VLESMAN- "oL Sh” ^We 
Bibler lady, you can't ft 

■■f'With astomshment); 

i^^ff^Nz-Byu.edustoniL-’ 
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Gays, lesbians set to fete coming out of TV’s Ellen 


By Katiierine Roth 
Associated Press Writer 

NEW YORK~ The invita- 
tions are out and so, no 
doubt, are a lot of the revel- 
ers'. At least 30,000 invita- 
tions have been mailed 
around the country, and as 
far away as Fnland and Ja- 
pan. urging people to "come 
our in celebration of Wed- 
nesday night’s episode of 
Ellen, in which the title cha- 
tacier of the TV comedy re- 
veals she's a lesbian. 

“If Ellen Morgan 
come out to the world ... 
you can come out to your 
family, friends and cowork- 
ers," says one of a variety of 
bids sent out for a multitude 
of parties. 

Among the festivities are 
a midnight costume party at 
the Cambridge, Massachu- 
setts, home of a Harvard 
theatre student and a fund- 
raiser thrown by a financial 
adviser in M anhattan 
Whfle many gays and les- 
bians say the "coming out" 
episode is a milestone in 
their efforts for equal rights, 
others bristle at the heavy 
promotion and commercial- 
ism of the event 
In San Francisco’s Castro 
district, a num^r of parties 


with the pointedly alterna- 
tive th^e "Come out with 
Allen" will honour Allen 
Ginsberg, the gay poet who 
died earlier this month — "a 
true cultural warrior," says 
longtime gay activist Roben 
Bray. 

Sao Franciscans have 
been spotted in T-shirts with 
the last name of the ABC 
show’s star, Ellen Degene- 
res. crossed out and rep- 
laced with "Ginsberg.” 
Pink-and-black bumper sti- 
ckers in the Castro read "El- 
len — come out already." 

Degenere.s did just that, of 
course, in Prominent maga- 
zine and television inter- 
views prior lo the show in 
which her character, Ellen 
Morgan, aimounces to her 
therapist she's attracted to 
women. 

The general reaction from 
gays and lesbians to the 
coming out of both Ellens 

— from towns in the mid- 
west to such centres of gay 
life as the Castro and New 
York’s Greenwich Village 

— has been overwhelming- 
ly enthusiastic. 

"This is a very big deal for 
us." said Sky Johnson, me- 
dia director for the Gay and 
Lesbian Cultural Centre in 
Los Angeles. 


"There's a shelter here 
filled with gay and lesbian 
youths who were kicked out 
of their homes. ... To many 
people, this is going to be 
hugely important.” 

In Los Angeles. GLAAD 
fGay and Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation) was 
struggling to keep up with 
demand tor its "come out 
with Ellen" party kits, 
which include invitations, a 
poster of Degeneres, infor- 
mation about gay rights and 
a letter from hastily Bono 
— GLAAD's media direc- 
tor and the daughter of 
Sonny Bono, now a Repub- 
lican congressman, and 
Cher, the singer and actress. 

"I've sent out more than 
1,500 coming-out kits 
already to all 50 states and 
to five foreign countries." 
said Don Romesburg, a 
GLAAD spokesman in San 
Francisco. 

"At first I thought I'd just 
have a few friend over for 
the occasion. I didn’t realise 
how in vogue the whole 
thin g would get," said 
Kathy Bresnan. 32. a frnan- 
cial adviser at American Ex- 
press in New York. 

She's invited a dozen or so 
guests, each of whom has 
been asked to contribute at 


least SIO to GLAAD. And 
she hopes one parricular 
guest use the occasion 
to come out as a lesbian her- 
self that night 

Like Bresnan’s party, ma- 
ny of the gatherings are in- 
tended as fund-raisers, but 
groups would not esdmate 
how much they expect to 
raise. 

scope of this is much 
bigger than anything we’ve 
ever tried before," said Kim 
Mills, spokeswoman for the 
Human Rights Campaign in 
Washington. D.C., which has 
distributod more than 2,600 
of its own Ellen party kits. 

The biggest parties are 
planned for Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, Washington 
and New York, but they’re 
ready to celebrate in the 
heartland, too. 

"Lots of people are having 
Ellen parties, and the cam- 
pus is also sponsoring 
something,” said Jeff Krotz, 
president of the Gay Les- 
bian Bisexual Transgender 
Resource Centre at the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska iu 
Lincoln. 

What has soured some gay 
Americans on the episode 
and its attendant hoopla is 
the sadden fascination with 
gay issues in the main- 



Actres Ellen Degeneres (left) portrays Ellen Morgan as she makes a rather personal revelation to neM* acquain- 
tance, Susan who is Ellen’s new love interest, play^ by Laura Dem on an hour-long episode of Ellen on the ABC 
n^rork. In this episode Elen Morgan becomes the first gay lead title character in a primetime television series 
(Keuter photo) 

stream media, prompted by "I’m alarmed at how easi- Bray, the San Francisco — Howl” party. "Consuiiie- 
the life of a fictional TV ly manipulated the gay and aciivisL who is giving an rism is not a replacement for 
character. lesbian community is." said alternative "Allen Ginsberg liberation," Bray said. 




Girl power ^ puts Spice Girls on record 


By Nicholas Wintting 
Reuter 

LONDON — They are mul- 
d-nullionaires: take former 
Rrime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher as their role model 
and tell women to buck up 
and get "girl power." 

They are feisty p(^ 
quintet Spice Girls, who 
^ve sold almost 10 million 
ctmies of dieir first album. 

They are the first group 
ever to top the British charts 
widi their first four singles, 
have dOTte the same in 31 
countries and even outdid 
the Beatles by getting their 
first single Waxmabe to 
number one in the United 
. States. 

■ The 1990s saw the mete- 
“ one rise of the “boy band,” 
with Take That leading the 
way until they split up last 
year, breaking the hearts of 
thousands of adoring teen- 
age girls across Europe. 

The Spice Girls followed 
hot on t^ trail of this man- 
ufactured band phenome- 
non, having to audition for 
places in the group which 
blended feminism and 
catchy tunes. They have 
already earned $15 million 
each, media reports say. 

In dieir first ofGcial book 
Giri Power, Melanie ^s- 
holme, Victoria Adams, 
Emma Bunting, Melanie 
Brown, and &»iy Halli- 
well, said they wanted to 
become household names. 

^ "The future is female,” 

: , they say. True to Frank Si- 
4^ natra’s classic song My 
Way, they are eager to stress 
they are doing eveiything 
th^ way and it is working a 
treat 

Spice Girl j^ilosophy in 
dieir first single Waimabe, 

. they sp^ out their philoso- 
phyoflife. 

"Yo ru tell you what 1 
•A,vwam, wbat I reaUy really 
want/ so tell me what you 
^ '7 want, what you really really 
v-f .^want/.-.I wanna really really 
‘:;i:breally warma Zigazig-Ha.” 
The last word is one of the 
groiq)’s invented private 
A^^wds. Emma said in the 
ri?':b6ok, but the popularity of 
• song was so great that it 
British Hnance 
Kenneth Clarke to 
them in a speech 
f the economy. 

I tell you what I want, 

I really really want... 
^paidiy, sustainable 
. ^^Q wth.” Mr. Clarke told 
^^ s^ssmen. 

could well have been 
Making the girls for their 
^^pnort after they lambasted 
~} ^m !osition Labour leader 
Biair and told the 
magazine The Spec- 
•^^qir .that they saw Ma^aret 
as the original 

I said Thatcher 
die first Spice Girl I 
claiming 1 was a 
• just admire people 

ideals," Geri said in the 

^ with- 

- Spice Giri appearing 

' tabloid press. Geri has 

the most exposure af- 
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The Spice Girls recieve their Brit .Award at London’s Balls Coort in February this year 
ter topless photos from her irrespective of your physi- ing to give girls the right to 


pre-Spice days reappeared. 

Geri said girl power was 
simply a matter of taking 
control of your own destiny 


cal attributes. 

"I'ra an expressive per- 
son. very outs^ken, 1 feel 
like a freedom-fighter try- 


Spice Girls in 
hot water over 
Maori war dance 

Wellington (R) — Maori leaders are on the w ^th 
after reports that British pop phenomraon die Spitt 
Girls had performed a traditional \laori war dance in 
105t* * 

The group infuriated Maori cultural experts By fool- 
ing around with the Ka Mate Haka — the verson of die 
dance used 1^ the aU black rugby te^ to mtum^tote 
opponents — on a promotional visit to Bata lart 
“It’s denigration <rf a people’s coltu^. Timoti 
Karetu, of the Maori language comnnssioa, tow 
Wellington’s Dominion newspaper. It is unaccept- 
able” 

The Spice Girls tried to imitate the wonte and^ons 
of the Haka in front of about 100 fens after two New 
Zealanders offered to show them the war dance, news- 

leaders said it was not ite 
tTattempt the Haka, which is traditionally not 
allowed to be performed by women. ¥„ 

“It is totally inappropriate, * said Exp^ Joe 

Harawira. “It is not acceptable in our cuffui^ md espe- 
dallv bv «nrlie pop stars from another cultm ^ 

Snice '^irls manager Bart Cools told Radio New 
TtSianA that the quintet were on hoUday and could not 
be reached for the next week. 

“But 1 think they will be reaDy upset, 
never been their intention to upset anybody, Cools 

however, Maori leaders said the gitte were in hot 

Spice Girls are on dangerous territory by rub- 
biSTSr^ture, and worae still, our 

Haka,” another expert on the war dance, Wilhe 

disgrace. We’re sick 

dising our cul^, and we have a way of deahng with 
them.” 


express themselves." she 
said. 

Mel C. known as Sporty 
Spice, smd she had girl po- 
wer because she ^lays foot- 
ball even though people turn 
tiieir noses up at it ^aoria 
said she bad it because she 
had broken off an engage- 
ment 

"Girl power is when...you 
and your mates reply to 
wolf whistles by shouting 
'get your arse out'...You 
don’t wait around for him to 
call ... You believe in your- 
self,” the ^Is said. 

Mel B said the Spice Girls 
were not like normal pop 
stars. 

**The pop star life is all 
about stereotypes and fitting 
into a bracket and we don't 
want to do that” she said. "I 
really think we should do 
whatever the bell we like in 
this band.” 

The big question is one of 
longevity, with some inevi- 
tably feeling their success is 
a Hash in the pop music pan. 

But if work rate is any- 
thing to go by, the band’s 
] 4-hour days, endless glo- 
betrotting and jam-packed 
daily promotions make 
them panders to James 
Brown's crown as the ‘’har- 
dest working man in show- 
business.". 

"Undernea± all this 
make-up. I’ve got black 
eyes,” said Victoria. 

They are set to record 
their second album and film 
a Spice Girl movie this sum- 
mer and they plan to go on a 
world tour next February. 

"In the meantime, you 
know what to do.’’ they say 
in unison. "Spice it up big- 
time." 






French cancan 
girls soldier on at 
Moulin Rouge 


Geri Halliwell of the Spice Girls, performs in a Union 
Jack minidress at the Brit Awards, Britain's premier 
music awards at London’s E^rl Court in February 
OReuter photo) 


By Francois Raitberger 
Reuter 

Paris — More than a centu- 
ry on, the girls at the Mou- 
lin Rouge are still dancing 
the cancan, kicking up their 
legs in ^fiance at the 
inroads of more modem 
forms of entertainment. 

The cabaret with its cele- 
brated neon-lit windmill in 
the Pi^e red-light district 
of Paris claims to .be the 
last guardian of craditidna] 
shows "a la Francaise." 

The rival FoUes Bergere 
just 800 metres away suc- 
cumbed four years ago to 
the temptation of mtr^uc- 
ing pop music and higb- 
teeb staging Into its saucy 
show. 

Le Moulin Rouge, made 
famous by the paintings of 
Toulouse Lautrec. soldiers 
on with its basic fare of 
topless dancers, exotic cos- 
tumes and staged extrava- 
ganzas. 

.The current show For- 
midable, created for the ca- 
baret's lOOtb anniversary 
eight years ago, is on its 
last run. The new one to be 
launched next year will 
keep strutting the same ar- 
ray of French songs, bare 
breasts and ostrich feathers. 

"This is the last typically 
French show,” says leading 
dancer 25-year-old Jacque- 
line AlcoclL 

Ironically for such a quin- 
lessentially French show. 
Alcock is British, from 
Stafford, in the English 
midlands. And apart from 
the songs, ibie gras and 
champagne, little else is 
Freoch at th.e Moulin 
Rouge. 

Most girls are 
foreign 

The ostrich feathers on 
the opulent 50,000-Franc 
(SlO.dOO) costumes are 
Australian, like several of 
the 60 girls. 

Only four of the girls are 
French. The others are from 
Eastern Europe and north- 
ern countries where the 
required minimum height 
of 1.75 metres is easier to 
fin± 

A live Boa curling around 
a scantily-clad girl in a 
scene of a kidnapping from 
an Arab prince's harem ob- 
viously comes from more 
southerly latitudes and ±e 
white horse T^riiisking her 
away is named Macbeth. 

More than two thirds of 
the spectators, who down 
200,000 bottles of cham- 
pagne a year, are foreign- 
ers. Japanese form die lar- 
gest contingent with East 
Europeans and Chinese 
now arriving in significant 
numbers. 

The rest are from the 
French provinces, with Pa- 
risians a rarity. 

In a ritual b^let six days a 
week, tour buses dump 


hundreds of tourists for the 
two nightly perfomionces; 
a 750-Franc (S150) 7 p.m. 
dinner show and an 1 1 p.m. 
450-Franc ($90) show with 
champagne. 

They emerge tw’o hours 
later, loaded with Moulin 
Rouge memorabilia — 
lighters, watches, caps, and 
T-shirts. 

Those who walk back to 
cheaper hotels in the 
steamy district have to run 
the gauntlet of doormen 
attempting to Jure them into 
the leatber-and-lace atmos- 
phere of sex shops, strip- 
tease shows, and lurid live 
sex performances. 

Besides glitz and bare 
flesh, history is the Moulin 
Rouge's asset. Companv 
executives like to recall 
that the cabaret was a fa- 
vourite of the Prince of 
Wales in the 1890s before 
be became King Edward 

vn. 

The story goes that can- 
can dancer "La Goulue” 
(The Glutton), immor- 
talised by Toulouse Laut- 
rec. called to the prince 
when she spotted him in the 
audience: "Hey, Wales, you 
buy the champagne.” 

The Moulin Rouge ha.s 
remained a favourite for the 
British royal family, and 
the whole company trav- 
elled to London in 19S1 to 
perform — brea.sis covered 
— for Queen Elizabeth. 

Anyone may hire the 
cabaret for a private perfor- 
mance. at a price: 700.0(X) 
francs ($140,000). 

Show mixes 
history, beauty, 
extravaganza 

The show goes into the 
cabaret's history and the 
stars it hosted, evoking 
Toulouse Laucrec's back- 
stage visits at the turn of 
the centiuy'. and singers 
including Edith Piaf and 
Maurice Chevalier. Bing 
Crosby. Liza Mineili and 
Frank Sinatra. 

The extravaganza mixes 
bare beauty and glittering 
costumes in scenes of de- 
sert adventures involving 
flying carpets, girl slaves 
and princesses. Arab war- 
riors and French foreign 
Legionnaires. 

Formidable, which has 
had an unprecedented run 
of almost nine years to 
recoup its 50-million-franc 
($10 million) cost, ends at 
the new year. 

The Moulin Rouge will 
reopen two months later 
wifi) a new show which is a 
closely-guarded secret — 
except for the first letter of 
its name: an F. as for all 
shows since the successful 
1963 show, Frou Frou. 
named after the .swishing of 
petticoats. 
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Drug 

By Ratchada Chitrada 


BANGKOK — “Work is 
money — money is work.” 
This has long been the phi- 
losophy of Mana, a young 
Thai lorry driver. “I have to 
do as my boss promises to 
(he clients." he says. “And if 
1 do more. ] cam more.” 

There has often been pres- 
suiv to do more as this 
“Asian tiger" economy has 
expanded rapidly in recent 
years. To ke^ up with the 
pace on the long roads of 
tapering Thailand, many 
drivers such as 21-year-old 
Mana have turned to am- 
phetamines — drugs com- 
monly known as “speed." 

Thailand is experiencing 
an explosion in the use of 
such illegal stunulants. Peo- 
ple working long hours take 
them. The young use them 
to keep going at dance par- 
ties. Stimulants are surging 
ahead of heroin as the coun- 
try's bigger drug problem. 
Prune Minister Chavalit 
Yoogchaiyudh blames them 
for increases in violent 
crime and road accidents. 

For seven years. Mana 
took speed, both in pills and 
by smoking methampheta- 
mtne ciy't^tals knows as 
“ice." Now be is trying to 
kick the habit by undergo- 
ing a short course of ther^y 
in a Bangkok drug-treat- 
ment centre. After he 
wants to return to his borne 
(own, Suphan Buri, to look 


for dashing 
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for a ^e^t of jA. 

Ke sa^ it-is too easy fbr 
long-di^ance truckcis to 
become dependent on stiiQ- 
ulants. After working all 
day, it helps thern m drive ' 
on through the night to ^ a 
load delivered quickly. The 
illegal eombinat^ of dni^ 
and driving shifts longer 
than the regulated maxi- 
mum of dghL hours can be 
deadly. 

Many tired, speed-dri>^ 
drivers have kuled diem- 
selves and ofheis, inclod^g 
cbildreiL A particularly bad 
accident in Kaochanaburi in 
early March — in wbid 20 
people (hed and 13 were 
injured when a bus and lorry 
eluded — was linked to 
the use of stimulants. 

An^faetamines and relat- 
ed drugs, including the 
increasi^y-pcpulac meth- 
ylene dmaymeihampheta- 
mine or “ecstasy," affect die 
central nerv'ous- system and 
can have serious, medical 
side-effects that can be fatal. 


Tbi^ can ^SO mchide iQQod 
swmgs. An nttm-. 

her c£ iirittibaal violeac 
anads have been ataibuhsd 
ID the of speed and par- 

tlculariy ice. yduch the gov- 
enunentrec^dy dnU)^die 
“mad drag.“ " 

Officii esriinam there 
are more- dian a quarter of a 
QlillkKl atTiptw«Mm«w» abu- 
sers ki Thaftaod, uid fear 
that figure could be 

400.000 by the end of 1997. 
Last year. 30,000 people 
were arrested for posse^ig 
or dealing in stimulants and 
24 million doses seized. 

Interior Minister Snob 
Thienihong believes that up 
to 300 million baht changes . 
hands ev^’ day in the 
ain;d»taiTiiiie trade. . 

Mt^-Geoeral \fing Juti- 
mitta, of die Police Narco- 
tics Suppression Bureau, 
points to (he huge profits 
that grimiilant-c cOfi Itap for 
drug barons: ^'Diey need to 
invest very little in these 
substances. An lonpbeta- 


mine tablet op in d^(z]le^ ~ 
laboratories in th^ -Mis - 
costs about duee Vy 
produce. Bm when ipCQlB^ 
down' U) the us^ ,in di4-_ ' 
tbwn^ ii sells foe 80^^ even 
120bahL“ ■ 

There jsevideai6fri6Cli|r^4 
in lab(»a£CKi^'cqnvedj{i^0:;^ . 
ma diamph^hSi^. PEOfiBo''* 

tion, aOddEd^ to^tbd 
^poit by .^ .Dmtod-^^^ 
donfr-fim^ . 

NarcotihS' Coolrof i3p^2f 

• .. ip^sbfid^i 

.Mac^ The 


of ^UP' 
wari^and 

opium-prpducu»‘ afeeft - 
Imown'. as - .me :Ocl3eiL , 
Tdao^< . . 

X^enna-based.lNCB-'- 
po^ts to a rapid recent 
wt^dwide >giov^ of 
abuse - of 
particuiaxiy eesta^; 

This hahu^ogetiic 'StmK'; 
uiwtt vns iptrodii^ 
Thailand ih die mid-i9^ 
by teet^ers ' fiom wehMy 
backpounds' who returned 
from studies abroad, where . 
they bad discover ^ 
“techno" daooe craze amlits 
associattd drug cukute. 
Ecstasy sorted sell^. at 
1.500 baht per tablet, but .the 
price has now dropped, to 
around 800 baht Or even ' 
less, aiuiitsbseisspiieadijig . 
beyond the rich kids^ 

Premier ChavaS has 
vowed to damp on : 



the scpujge.Jto Foc^|iiy^^-he,_ 
annbuiiK^ a 
baht, fi^^ar 
combat Grimmai aeik: 7 

tences- luuto alr ra^ been, 

fiaffickers . can Ui^ dv& 
^ace di6 . rp- 

.1 aiv --- ainti -d ^'^ ' 

(Pupation campoi^ is &e * 


if Qijtferip ■ 
evB^ 


a paiiiamen- 
.'ta^ fttoraaimee has been 
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Young people have fewer 
problems with condom use 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
People who start using con- 
doms from a relatively 
youug ^e have fewer prob- 
lems with them than those 
who begm using cemdoms 
at a stage, a new 
French study said. 

The researchers said die. 
findings $uggB«ed.fiiac pro- 
moting condom use among 
youi^ people for AIDS pre- 
veatiOD may also lead to 
fewer “mechanical*’ diffi- 
culties that could reduce 
their efteiveiiess. 

“The low risk observed 


among experienced condom 
users below age 25 suppmts 
condom proi^on to 
youth." Dr. Antoine Messiah 
and colleagues at France’s 
INSERM wrote in (be hiesc 
editioa of toe American 
Journal of Public Health. 


But people wbo started 
using coodoms onder age 25 
iqxated fewer difficulties 
tl^ those age 25-34. the au- 
thors said. Tbe younger ones 
used oondoius-as they started 
hfrmminc seamally active, 
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Australian territory 
tackles smugglers 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, May 1-2, 1997 


By 'Itrry FricI 
Reuter 

> ^DARWIN, Australia 

t Smugglers have long targeted 
-if: Australia’s rare and exotic 
' ^ wildlife, spiriting animals 
\ and birds worth tens of thou- 
•?f ^ds of dollars out of the 
country in anything from 
.4 underpants to tape recorders. 

Now, wildlife authorities in 
Australia's rugged frontier 
province of the Northern Tfer- 
. ritoiy plan to test an unusual 

- strategy: making trade in one 

- -'-^)ecics of bird legal in a bid 

' to beat the smugglers and 
- safeguard the bird's habitaL 
■ Ihe territorj' plans to 
legalise trading in the red- 
tailed black cockatoo — 
. . which is worth up to 20,000 
Australian dollars ($15,800) 
a pair on the international 
‘black market — to fight 
smuggling, maintain popula- 
tion levels and preserve the 
bird’s habitat. 

Bill Freeland, deputy direc- 
. tor of the territory's Parks and 
Wildlife Elepartment, told 
Reuters the aim of the trial is 
to encourage farmers to 
. maintain the bird's habrAti by 
making the cockatoo worth 
^money to them, and to put 
^smug^ers out of business by 
. (^rening a tightly-controlled 
legal trade. 

The red-tailed black cocka- 
too is common in the teirito- 
ry, but near extinction in 
some other areas of Australia. 

*it is one of those species 
that consistently over the 
years have been targeted by 
bird-nappers,’' Mr. Freeland 
told Reuters. “These are peo- 
ple with no core or concern 
for the birds’ welfare." 

A draft stiotegy, still the 
subj^t of emotional debate 
in the territory, says the pro- 
gramme will tied to habitat 
protection and management 

“The policy promotes 
financial incentives for 
landowners to value and 
actively manage the. species 
and its habitat" says the 
draft 

Licences to take the bitds 
^ and ^s will be granted only 
* to landowners, who con then 
captme the birds themselves 


or hire someone to do it for 
them if they choose. 

Some conservation groups 
strongly oppose the territory 
government's plaimed trial, 
and the territory’s Arid Lands 
Environment Centre (ALEC) 
says the strategy is flawed. 

"While the government 
argues that placing an eco- 
nomic value on species will 
ensure their protection by 
land managers, ALEC argues 
that placing commeicial 
value on species simply 
increases the pressure on wild 
populations to their detri- 
ment.’' centre spokesman 
Geoigie Stewart said. 

The director of the Aus- 
tralian Office of the Humane 
Society International. 

Michael Kennedy, said that 
allowing legal trade in ani- 
mals fuelled demand that led 
to a fall in population. 

‘There’s no evidence such 
programmes have any con- 
servation value, not one shred 
of evidence,” Mr. Kennedy 
smd. "Historically, around the 
world, utilisation has resulted 
in a decline of thousands and 
thousands of species.’' 

Legal trade also allowed 
smugglers to disguise their 
operations, said Mr. Kennedy, 
who is also a member of 
Environment Minister Robert 
Hill's Biological Diversity 
Advisory Council. 

Mr. Freeland believes some 
of the critics are swayed by 
emotion for the spectacular 
looking bird and a misunder- 
standing of its true situation. 

"Some people get worked 
up about animals and think 
that there's a pn^lem when 
there isn’t,” Mr. Freeland 
said. 

"The concern is not so 
much that the animal is 
endangered, as the fact that 
it*s a very beautiful bird,” he 
said. 

Darwin cockatoo breeder 
Peter McGrath is a keen sup- 
porter of the plan. 

“We are not dealing with an 
endangered species here.** 
Mr. McGrath said. "1 believe 
that conservation starts in the 
habitat. In the long term, it 
will ultimately protect the 
species.” 


Azmi Bashara running ‘in my own 
name’ for Israeli premiership 


X-rays mark spot 
of a mysterious 
cosmic explosion 


NEW YORK (AP) — A new 
satellite may finally give 
astronomers the means to figure 
out what is causing the mysteri- 
ous cosmic explosions that 
space-based instruments have 
detected for a quarter century. 

Since military satellites tirst 
discovered them in the 1960s. 
scientists have detected more 
than 2,000 gamma ray bursts, 
they know almost nothing 
■ .iNbout why distant spots in the 
sky suddenly light up with high- 
eneigy gamma rays, only to 
fade to black in a few seconds 
or minutes. 

The main obstacle has been 
. logistical. After a burst lights up 
the sky, astronomers can't turn 
the world '.s most powerful tele- 
sc(^ on the spot fast enough. 
^ the time the lelescc^ies are 
atigned, whatever made the 
burst has faded to inrisibiliiy. 

That all changed Feb. 28. 
when the lialian-Dutch satellite 
Bepposax .sponed a gamma ray 
bm in the constellation Orion. 

Within eight hours the satel- 
lite had trained its own X-ray 
telescope on the spot where the 
-gamma rays appeared and saw a 
.^og ilreboll right where the 
had been. In subsequent 
. ^tteks, ihe Hubble space tele- 
vjMppe and several powerful 
^Iwtbbaund telescopes also set 
,^ir sights on the spot. 

^.What they saw tiiere looked 
a fading fireball in a (ar<cff 
. jalaxy. a team of 31 
.sstronomen; wrote in the April 
. :'^7'iksue of the journal nature. 

• .-.’How we finally have some- 
•: wc can study," said Ger- 

~-Vaild Fishman, one of the authon: 
‘The Nature Riper”. Tt’s 
..^.probably one of the biggest 
^^ftveU^jments to happen in 
..^arDma ray burst research in the 
20 years.” 

Bq^xjsax will have to catch 

I tmma ray bursts before 
tip figure out where the 
ray bursts come from 
u is making them. But 
tiers are optimistic, 
on .‘^pril 2 the satellite 
d X-rays in the after- 
yec antKher burst. 


‘The next burst which comes 
up I’m sure will be very well 
observed," said Bobdan 
Paezynski, an astrophysicist at 
Princeton University. This is 
really a major breakthrough 
Grom Bepposax.” 

Launched in 1996, the satel- 
lite was designed in pan to 
determiae the locations of 
gamma rays bursts as quickly as 
possible and notify astronomers 
on the ground. The satellite 
simply scans part of the sky for 
gamma ray bursts, and when it 
sees one it sends a message to 
astronomers around the world 
saying “Look over there.” 

Tbe authors of 'The Nanire 
Paper" responded to Bepposax 
on Feb. 28 by turning two tele- 
scopes in the Canary Islands on 
tbe spot indicated by Bepposax. 
The telescopes ma^ out both 
the fading fireball and a faint 
blurry object that may be a 
galaxy, as did the Hubble space 
telesci^ and otber ground- 
based instruments. 

“We see a fuzzy nebulosity 
right next to or adjoining tbe 
optical transient, but it's hard to 
say that it's actually a galaxy.” 
said Mr. Fishman, a leseai^ 
scientist at NASA’s Marshall 
Space Flight Centre. 

Though previous satellites 
ha\'e done tbe same thing as 
Bepposax, they have been 
either too slow or too imprecise 
to be useful, Mr. Paezynski 
said. Bepposax can lead 
astronomers to gamma ray burst 
remnants because it combines 
speed and precision in a single 
package. 

If the gamma ray bursts do 
come from distant galaxies, as 
the Bepposax ctiiservaiion sug- 
gests, ^at invalidates tbe large 
number of gamma ray burst the- 
ories that require sources within 
the Milky Way, .said Martin 
Rees. Britain's astron<xner 
royal and a profes.sor at Cam- 
bridge Univeisitj'. 

But at this stage, it's too early 
10 tell. 

“My feeling is we have to 
wait for another one to be sure." 
Mr. Rees said. 


By Larry Derfiaer 

A FEW years ago, a 
provocative idea began fil- 
tering into the national 
debate over Israel’s char- 
acter as a Jewish, democ- 
ratic state. The notion was 
that a fonnally Jewish 
state was inherently dis- 
criminatoty against its 
900,000 Arab citizens, and 
that the only way to 
achieve equality was to 
transform Israel from the 
state of the Jewish people 
into a "state of all its citi- 
zens.” 

A corollary to this idea 
was that Israeli Arabs 
should have not only fiiU 
equality with Israeli Jews, 
but also “cultural autono- 
my” — a son of local ver- 
sion of Black Power — 
which argues that Israeli 
Arabs have a fundamental- 
ly different, even contra- 
tLctory, political identity 
from that of Israeli Jews, 
and that they should be 
able to develop that identi- 
ty freely by, for instance, 
running their own school 
system, and radio and TV 
stations, as they see Gl 

The populariser of diese 
ideas was Azmi Bashara, 
then a professor of philos- 
ophy at Bir Zeit University 
and a fellow at Jerusalem's 
Van Leer Instimte. 

Lately, as a first-term 
Knesset member, he has 
introduced yet another 
provocative notion into the 
national political debate: 
that an emphatically non- 
Zionist Israeli Arab is 
going to run for prime 
minister of the Jewish 
state. Bashara has 
announced his candidacy 
for the 2000 election. 

The first thin|r a visit to 
his Knesset office sees — 
taped to the wall opposite 
the door — is a photocopy 
of a painting of Gamm 
Abdul Nasser. “This is 
basically a provocation to 
all sorts of people who 
come in here,*' Bashara 
was quoted as saying in an 
interview with the Hebrew 
daily Ha'aretz. Yet he tells 
this interviewer” ‘The pic- 
ture is not meant as a 
provocation against Israel. 
I want Israelis to respect 
my heritage as I respea 
theirs.” 

Growing up in Nazareth 
in the 1970s, Bashara says 
Nasser, with his message 
of pan-Arab unity, was a 
hero to him and other 
Israeli-Arab youths. 
Today, he faults Nasser for 
his "undemocratic” ways, 
but finds him a serviceable 
example for Arabs seeking 
an alternative to the cor- 
rupt dictatorships and 
Islamic fundamentalist 
movements that dominate 
the Arab World. Asked if 
he does not feel tom 
between being a Knesset 
member and prominently 
displaying a picture of 
Israel's former supreme 
enemy, Bashara replies: 
Tsrael was also Nasser’s 
enemy. Israel also tried to 
destroy Nasser and his 
drive for modernisation. 
Besides, tbe war with 
Egypt is over.” 

Next to the picture of 
Nasser is a poster of 
Mordechai Vanunu, whom 
Bashara. in his weekly col- 
umn in Yediot AhaiODOt, 
called "the first citizen 
who linked concern over 
Israel's future widi con- 
cern over the future of the 
region as a whole.” 

Bashara, 40, is a striking 
figure, with die look and 
the air of a defiant, dash- 
ing young European intel- 
lectual. He spent the mid- 
1980s gening his doctorate 
at an East Berlin universi- 
ty, an experience which, 
he says, soured him for 
good on the communist 
beliefs of his youth. He 
has a modifi^ Zapata 
moustache and a sweep of 
thick, black hair, and 
smokes cigarillos. 

Sitting down for an inter- 
view during a break from 
Knesset meetings, 

Bashara, wearing a blue- 
green suit, leans back witii 
relaxed elegance behind 
his desk, and appears 
intense nearly all the time. 


An lumamed colleague 
was quoted in the Ha’aretz 
interview as describing 
Bashara’s political stance 
as “somewhere between 
George Habash and Gior- 
gio Armani.” 

(The most recent media 
coverage of tbe MK had 
nothing to do with his 
politick career. He 
entered, end of February, 
Hadassah-University Hos- 
pital for a kidney trans- 
plant; the donor is his 
brother, Marwan). 

Bash^ knows he is not 
going to be elected prime 
minister. He is lookup for 
five to six per cent of the 
vote — about half the 
Israeli-Arab vote, plus a 
decent sprinkling of Jew- 
ish ballots — which he 
figures should be enough 
to force a runoff election. 
This would give him the 
leverage to win “not all, 
but part” of Israeli-Arab 
demands fiom one of the 
two front-runners. He 
expects that the likely 
Labour challenger, MK 
Ehud Barak, would be 
more amenable ±an prime 
minister — and presumed 
candidate for reelection — 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

While he supports the 
creation of a F^estinian 
state, Bashara says this 
would not be oue of his 
demands, as it is a matter 
for Israel to work out with 
the Palestinians, not with 
Israeli Arabs. 

While giving the Rabin- 
Peres government credit 
for improving the status of 
Israeli Arabs, and having 
preferred former Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres to 
Netanyahu, Bashara says 
he cast a blank ballot in the 
prime minister's race. "I 
thought there ■ should be 
some voters saying 'no' to 
Labour,” he explains, so 
Labour wouldn't be able to 
take Israeli-Arab support 
for granted. 

Bashara’s own prime 
ministerial candidacy 
received an early boost 
about a month ago when 
Gesher MK Michael 
Kleiner tried unsuccessful- 
ly to nullify it 

Kleiner submitted a bill 
to the Knesset to bar non- 
Jews fiom running for the 
premiership. He argued 
that the post was a symbol 
of the Jewish state and 
therefore should be 
reserved for Jews alone. 
However, the Knesset 
executive — Speaker Dan 
Tichon and his seven 
deputy speakers — has tbe 
autiiority to strike down 
any bill that is racist, and 
the executive decided that 
Kleiner’s offering fit that 
description. 

Attorney and former 
Likud MK Uriel Lynn, 
who, as c hair man of the 
Law and Constitution 
Committee, pushed the 
direct election of the prime 
minis ter law through the 
Knesset, says ±ere is no 
way to amend the law to 
prevent an Arab from run- 
ning for premier. "Such a 
bill wouldn't pass in the 
Knesset, and even if it did 
pass, it wouldn't stand up 
to a legal challenge under 
the Knesset's Basic Law: 
Human Freedom and Dig- 
nity, and under the basic 
democratic principle of 
equality.” 

For Bashara. the defeat 
of Kleiner’s bill was "a 
great victory for Arabs. 
Political participation of 
Arabs at highest level 
was legitimised.” The con- 
troversy also gained him a 
lot of publicity, wide sup- 
port for the principle of his 
candidacy — if not neces- 
sarily for him as a candi- 
date — and made Bashara 
a national figure, in the 
league of any other Israeli- 
Arab politician. 

The Arab political estab- 
lishment, however, looked 
on him as an upstart. 
Bashara founded the 
National Democratic 
Union list, which, be says, 
"was built in the Arab vil- 
lages, and has the support 
of a high proportion ^ the 
Arab inteUgentsia, mainly 
secular, but also some reli- 
gious.” The new party 


joined forces in the elec- 
tion with the Democratic 
Front for Peace and Equal- 
ity. 

After Bashara declared 
his candidacy for prime 
minister, DFPE endorsed 
the idea of an Arab run- 
ning, but said the candi- 
date should be chosen by 
consensus. MK Abdul 
Wahab Darawshe, head of 
the Democratic Arab 
Party, agreed. But Bashara 
says: T'm not running in 
the name of the Arabs, but 
in my own name. I’m 
going to go for it; I don’t 
want to bury this idea in a 
debate of 'why him. why 
not me'?” 

Bashara is incensed by 
suggestions that an Israeli 
Ai^ has divided loyalties 
and cannot be trusted with 
the confidential military 
and intelligence reports a 
prime minister receives. 

“There's a problem with 
the level of thinking in 
such people,” he says. 
"They think, an Arab can- 
not be a parliament mem- 
ber without rurming to the 
other side a^ spying. 
Who says I w^t to he^ 
the Shin Bet's reports? I 
am not eager to prove my 
loyalty in firont of racists 
and say I’m not going to 
spy, because it's "beneath 
me." 

Bashara is not a philoso- 
pber-tumed-politician. If 
anything, he is the oppo- 
site. Lite so many young, 
polished. Isiaeli-Jewish 
politicians, he first learned 
about public speaking, 
leading causes and gainin g 
power in high school. In 
12th grade, he was elected 
the first president of tbe 
newly formed national 
Arab student union, and 
organised demonstrations 
against the "Zionistf’ cur- 
riculum in Arab schools 
which glorified the Jewish 
pioneers in their struggle 
against sinister Arab 
marauders. Tt was humili- 
ating to Arab students,” he 
says. 

Bashara comes fiom a 
Donreligious Giristian 
family. His father was a 
health inspector and union 
activisL and a communist 
until the 1950s. Bashara 
went to Nazareth's Baptist 
School not for its religious 
teachings, but because it 
was the best school acade- 
mically. He prayed in 
church with the rest of the 
students everyday, and 
while this did not make 
him religious, it did add a 
reli^ous kind of headiness 
to Ms political beliefs. 

"The psychological 
atmosphere was salvation- 
al. There’s something mil- 
lennial about (Hiristianity,'' 
he says. "It took me some 
time to get rid of tins” 
wide-eyed fervour. 

Although he grew up a 
Christian in name, Bashara 
says, "I was a part of 
Islamic culture. My father 
made me read the Koran to 
learn good Arabic. My 
heroes were Islamic 
heroes; the Prophet 
Mohammad, Saladin.” 

He went to Haifa Uni- 
versity to study sociology 
and psychology, then to 
Hebrew University to 
study law. but explains: T 
didn't go there to study. I 
went to oiganise Arab stu- 
dents.” During the clashes 
ai the Hebrew University 
in the late seventies 
between Arab and right- 
wing Jewish students, 
Bashara says he was 
“beaten and tiveatened by 
hooligans brought from 
off-campus.” 

At Humboldt University 
in East Berlin, Bashara 
began to develop Ms polit- 
ical ideology for Israel. 
Among Ms influences 
were the tum-of-the-cen- 
tuiy “Austro-Marxists” — 
“mostly Viennese Jews,” 
he noies — who tried to 
craft a new kind of com- 
munism that recognised 
the importance of timoc- 
racy and national culture. 

He also read Zionist 
thinkers. including 

Jabotinsky, and discovered 
ttet tbe movement was not 
as monolitMc or self'Con- 
sciously domineering as 


the traditional Arab view 
made it out to be. "I used 
to see it as a coloni^st 
movement per se, but in 
reading Zionist literature 1 
saw that it was more com- 
plex. that it looked at itself 
as a renaissance move- 
ment, a movement of lib- 
eration, and that it was in 
tension between its self- 
image and its practices.” 

Bashara did not exactly 
become a Zionist, howev- 
er. With philosophy pro- 
fessor Sa’id Za’adm of 
Bir Zeit University, he 
published an article in 
1989 wMch first outlined 
the ideas of cultural auton- 
omy and Israel as a state of 
all its citizens. 

Little by little, the idea 
made its way into Arab 
intellectual circles and 
Jewish left-wing academe. 

A few years ago, 
Bashara said that wMle 
most Israeli Arabs had not 
heard of cultural autono- 
my and might be put off by 
the term, he felt sure that 
most of them favoured the 
specific proposals of the 
plan, such as Arab-con- 
trolled schools and broad- 
casting. a decisive say in 
the development of mir 
cities and villages, and 
possibly even a separate 
lottery to help fund that 
development. 

At the time, an Israeli- 
Arab activist with Meretz 
dismissed tbe notion, call- 
ing it "an idea that may be 
popular with intellectuals 
at Bir Zeit but wMcfa is 
irrelevant to Israeli Arabs. 
Israeli Arabs are mainly 
concerned with acMeving 
equality, and beyond that 
with buying an apartment, 
buying a car, improving 
tiieir Uves.” A DFPE MK 
said: "Nobody wants cul- 
tural autonomy. What we 
want is equal rights.'* 

Yet, during the 1996 
election campaign, die 
head of the Labour Party 
in the Arab town of Tira 
said that while he didn't 
know enough about cultur- 
al autonomy to comment 
on it, he did say: “Of 
course we should run our 
own schools. This is a 
must.” Similarly, be was- 
n't too interest^ in the 
high-flown idea of Israel 
as a state of all its citizens, 
but insisted that there 
should be no mention of 
nationality, either "Jew- 
ish”. “Arab” or any other, 
on Israeli ID cards. "It 
should say ‘Israeli citizen' 
and that's all.” 

In recent years, many 
Israeli Arabs have been 
making the point that they 
can hardly be equal citi- 
zens when their country's 
anthem mentions Jews 
alone, and when their 
country's flag bears the 
Magen David. 

None of tMs discussion 
goes down well with 
Israel's Jewish majority. 
About two years ago. then- 
deputy education minister 
Micha Goldman (Labour), 
in response to complaints 
from an Israel-Arab audi- 
ence, offered to raise the 
possibility of amending 
Hatikva to include a refer- 
ence to all citizens, be was 
widely denounced by tbe 
right-wing opposition and 
given the silent treatment 
by Ms left-wing govern- 
ment colleagues. 

Meretz leader MK Yossi 
Sarid, who fully supports 
Israeli-Arab equality and 
Basbara's right to run for 
prime minister, says there 
is a "great distance” 
between Basbara's ideolo- 
gy and his own. 

“The Meretz platfom 
supports Israel as a Jewish 
state and as a state of all its 
citizens, and there is no 
contradiction between 
them,” Sarid says. For 
Mm, civil equality for 
Israeli Arabs would solve 
the national problem with- 
in this countty. 

On the issue of Arab-run 
schools, he says: ‘Tm sure 
that much of the curricu- 
lum for Arab students has 
been smpid and iirelevant 
to them, and they should 
study their heritage, but 
there's a long way 
between that and a sepa- 


rate Arab educational sys- 
tem.” Sarid adds that the 
right-wing uproar over 
B^hara's candidacy was 
"just an attempt to start 
excitement, to throw oil on 
the fire. The fact is he has 
no chance of being elect- 
ed.” 

And if he did? 

"Then Israel would no 
longer be a Jewish state 
anyway, because part of 
the basis of Israel as a Jew- 
ish state is Mat it has a 
Jewish majority,” Sarid 
argues. The implication is 
that very few Jews would 
vote for Bashara, which is 
probably correct. 

(Bashara, however, says 
he aims to get 10,000 Jew- 
ish signees among the 
50,000* total he needs to 
place Ms name on the bal- 
lot). 

Bashara points out that 
Ms programme "is not for 
'implementation today or 
tomorrow. It's like a com- 
pass for political action. It 
gives you a direction. You 
begin to look differently at 
the questions of education, 
civil rights, peoplehood. 
development. Until now. 
for example, ‘develop- 
ment' has meant develop- 
ment for Jews through the 
Taking of Arab lands. 

"My main programme is 
a state of all its citizens. 
Cultural autonomy with- 
out that would lead to irre- 
dentism. it would lead to 
conflicts. But if cultural 
autonomy is rooted in a 
state of all its citizens, it 
will be a method of inte- 
gration.” 

He emphasises that he is 
agains t any kind of territo- 
rial autonomy for Israeli 
Arabs, and impatiently 
dismisses the claim that 
they will one day seek to 
»lit off from Israel in 
(jalilee and the Negev and 
link up with a Palestinian 
state. Netanyahu has used 
tMs as an ^ument against 
a Palestinian state. 

Tt's nonsense,’* Bashara 
says. "He knows it's not 
true. There can be no teni- 
torial autonomy, because 
tbe Arab population is dis- 
persed throughout the 
country.” 

He adso rejects what the 
PLO used to claim as its 
goal: a "secular, democrat- 
ic Palestine.” 

“A secular, democratic 
Palestine didn't take into 
consideration that there 
was a Jewish nation here 
widi a Hebrew culture as 
its identity,” Bashara says. 
"TMs is not only a fact, it 
is also a nation with the 
right of self-determination 
and identity.” 

What he ultimately 
wants, Chen, is cultural 
autonomy for both Israeli 
Jews and Israeli Arabs, 
with equal political stand- 
ing for both. But there are 
21 Arab states in the 
region wMch are at least 
unofficially Islamic; 
shouldn't the Jews have 
one state of their own? 

“I don’t agree that there 
should be Islamic states. I 
don't think there should be 
(Arab) dictatorships 
either.” Bashara replies. Is 
it fair, then, to ask Me Jews 
to jettison Me Jewish char- 
acter of Meir state before 
Me Arabs do away wiM 
Me Arab nationalist and 
Islamic character of 
Meirs? To Mis Bashara 
replies, in essence. Mat 
while be thinks globally, 
he can only act locally. 

He has to take a break 
from Me interview to go 
into Me Knesset and speak 
in Me debate over Me 
release of Palest^an 
women prisoners, includ- 
ing Mose who h^ killed 
Israelis. A number of right- 
wingers were demani^g 
that if Me Palestinians 
were freed, Jewish prison- 
ers who had killed Pales- 
tinians also should be 
freed. Bashara argues Mat 
in Me context of Me Oslo 
agreements, Me Palestini- 
ans should be released 
because Mey were, in 
effect, prisoners of war. 
while Me Jews were sim- 
ple criminals. He has a 
hard time making Mmself 
heard over the catcalls. 


“Blood is blood, murder is 
murder!” Me Likud's 
Ze'ev Boim shouts. 

Kleiner, who follows 
Bashara, says .sarcastical- 
ly: "From (Bashura's) 

point of view, he’s right. 
Azmi Bashara is in a 
nationalist struggle, and 
for him it's as if we're on a 
different planet. To him 
perhaps Me murder of col- 
laborators is a mitzva." 

Bashara is already on his 
way back to his office and 
doesn't hear Kleiner's 
remarks. Asked wheMer 
he Mought the killing of 
collaborators was indeed a 
he replies: "Of 
course. I don't. (My vocif- 
erous Knesset opponenLs) 
don't know what I Mink. 
Mey don't want to know 
what 1 think. They just 
want 10 put on a show.” 

He mentions a point he 
didn't raise in Me Knesset: 
Mat while he opposes the 
release of Jew's convicted 
of nationalist crimes, he's 
also against freeing Me 69 
Israeli Arabs jailed for 
nationalist crimes. He just 
wants Mese prisoners to 
have Me some rights Mat 
Jews imprisoned for 
nationalist crimes receive. 

For Bashara. Me key dif- 
ference between Me Pales- 
tinian prisoners and Me 
Israelis — Jewish and 
Arab — is Mat the Pales- 
tinians lived under occu- 
pation and turned to vio- 
lence because Mey were 
systematically brutalised 
and had no right to politi- 
cal expression, while Me 
Israelis had Mis right as 
citizens of a democratic 
state. 

Asked his view of Pales- 
tinian terror, he says: ”1 
was always critical of 
actions against civilians. I 
never Mought Mey were 
justified morally or politi- 
cally, and I Mought Mat 
pragmatically, they could 
only hurt Me Palestinian 
cause.” 

However, when asked 
his opinion of Palestinian 
killings of Israeli soldiers. 
Bashara pauses for a long- 
time: it is Me one time in 
Me interview Mat he does- 
n't have an immediate 
answer. Fmally. choosing 
his words with difficulty, 
he says; "It’s hard for me 
as a civilian, someone who 
has political rights, to say 
anything about Me killing 
of soldiers. You can't 
come in wiM such a cruel 
occupation and tell people 
Mey can't struggle against 
iL 1 can't be a preacher to 
people living under occu- 
pation. But certainly in 
international law. and even 
in Me morality (Mat has 
evolved) since Me Euro- 
pean enlightenment, cases 
similar (to Me killing of 
Israeli soldiers by Pales- 
tinians) were always justi- 
fied.” 

Then does he justify 
such acts? 

"I'm never ready to say 
Mat Me killing of human 
beings is justified, but you 
can't refer to killings 
under occupation and 
killings in a democratic 
country in Me same way. 
The situation of occupa- 
tion is an abnormality. 
People are oppressed. Mey 
don't have political rights. 
Mey live under continuous 
violence." 

So finally, w'as the 
killing of Israeli soldiers 
by Palestinians right or 
wrong? 

"Nothing is right about 
Me occupation. I can't say 
if (Me killing of Israeli sol- 
diers) was right or wrong, 
and I’m nor going to con- 
demn (Me Palestinians 
involved), because 1 Mink 
that Me occupation was 
responsible for it.” After 
anoMer pause he adds: 
"The problem wiM Me .so- 
called 'Palestinian armed 
struggle' is Mat sometimes 
it forgot Me goal and ( Me 
violence) itself became Me 
goal, a means for factions 
in the PLO to compete 
over who could commit 
Me most actions.” 

The Jerusalem Fast Magazine 
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DAMASCUS (R) — 

Syria has sigii(;d tlirec 
coniracis wTih inier- 
naiional companies Cor oii 
and ;ias exploration cover- 
in'! f5.0fH)-sq«iirtf kilonie- 
tiCN as part of a policy; to 
expand exploration activi- 
ties. Oil Minister Moham- 
mad Maher Janul said 
Tuesday. 

Speaking to Reuters in 
tlic Itrsi imm icu with an 
iniernational ne\v> agency 
since he became minister 
sn a government rcsliulllc 
late last year, Mr. Jamal 
said negotiution.s were 
underway with other for- 
eign conjpanies lor con- 
cX^sious in other arciLs. 

In iiildiiion to the con- 
cessions already granted, 
the state-owned Syrian 


Hung^’s MOL. 

Oii indus^' sources say 
dial according to an initial 
geological survey in 
Syria, over 831 structures 
were identiried as areas 


with possible deposits of 
oil. Of these, onlv 293 


were drilled and oil was 
found in 124 structures. 

'Ilte sources say that 
deposits in these areas 
could more than double 


'iroicum Company 


'S1'C> wa> also conduct- 
ing its imn exploration 
.icHviiies which included 
3D surveys. Mr. Jamal 
send. 

Syria produces around 
oOii.ilOn barrels jvr day 
ibpdi ot heavy and light 
crude oil. It exports 
.Ji'oufiil hpcl, 

Mr. .himal. a geologist 
v.hii has worked in die oil 
sector lor more than 20 
years, said (he contracts 
inclttdeil one uith Royal 
Dulch/Sliell Group and 
t ieniiany 's Veba .A.G. unit 
Deminex. The agreements 
are expected ti* be passed 
in parh'aiiiem this week. 
'.\ second contract was 
signed earlier with 
1-iance's Elf .Aquitaine, 
hipan's Sumitomo and 
Malay sia'.s Petnmus. A 
third was signed with 


and yielu more gas than 
oil. 

Mr. Jamal said the con- 
tract with Shell covered 
S.OOO-square kilometres 
at the Dayr .Azzawr area, 
where most of Syria's oil 
is pn^duced. 

The contract includes a 
period of four years dur- 
ing which the company 
should drill four wells and 
conduct three suneys for 
3 p 0 square kilometres and 
spend $13 million. 

The company would be 
given two extension peri- 
ods each of iwtvand-a- 
haif years. During each 
period two wells should 
he drilled and 55 million 
invested. 

Shell and Deminex have 
been in Syria since the 
late i ^SOs and their com- 
pany ,A1 Funit. which is 
lialf owned by SPC. pro- 
duces most of Syria's light 
crude oil from the Dayr 
Azzawr area, some 350 
kilometres northeast of 
Damascus. 

A) Fumi produces over 
400.000 bpd of light crude 
in addition to 4.5 million 
cubic metres of associated 
gas per day. 


Elf's contract also cov- 
ers 5.000-square kilome- 
tres and has a period of 
seven-and-a-half years. 

During the period the 
company should drill 
seven wells and conduct 
three surx’eys over 1,100 - 
square kilometres and 
spend $25 million, the 
minister said. 

Elf and SPC currently 
produce over 60,000 bpd 
of light crude from the 
Dayr Azzawr oilfields. 

Last month, Syria 
signed an exploration con- 
tract w'ith the Hungarian 
oil and sas company Mag- 
yar 01j-£s Gajzpari 
(MOL) for an area cover- 
ing 5.000 square kilome- 
tres. The company will 
invest S23 million over a 
period of nearly eight 
years. 

Other than oil, Syria 
will soon start construct- 
ing two major gas projects 
that would raise output to 
18.3 millioi cubic metres 
a day at a total cost of 
S550’ million, the oil min- 
ister said. 

He told Reuters chat the 
winner of a tender issued 
earlier for construction of 
a S300 million gas project 
would be announced soon. 

He .said threfe companies 
were competing for the 
project which ^ includes 
building a gus plant capa- 
ble of prxxcessing 4.3 mil- 
lion cubic metres per day. 

Construction would start 
soon and the project, near 
Dayr AzzawT city, should 
be completed by 5000. the 
minister said. 

He said studies were in 


progress for constructing 
a second gas project north 
of the centr^ region to 
produce four million 
cubic metres of gas a day. 

The project will cost 
around S250 miliion and 
construction should begin 
this year, the minister 
said. 

He said that Syria's cur- 
rent gas production is 
around 10 million cubic 
metres a day. pan of 
which is used to feed elec- 
tricity generation plants. 

"Syria has a very big 
reserve of gas which 
ensures a good future for 

the gas indus^ in the 
country.” the minister said 
without giving any fig- 
ures. 

Answering a question on 
plan.s for construction of 


an oil refinery tw the pri- 
vate sector in Syria, the 


vate sector in Syria, the 
minister said the govern- 
ment was still discussing 
the offer and its feasibili- 

ty- 

Oil industry sources said 
the Sarakbi Group, a pri- 
vate company, had offered 
to build an oil refinery 
with a capaciw of pro- 
cessing 1 40.000 barrels a 
day in accordance with an 
investment law allowing 
inx'estoi? to operate tax- 
free for the first five years. 

Tliere are two oil 
refineries in Syria now in 
the cities of Danyas and 
Homs, each with a edaci- 
ty of processing 120,000 
bpd. 

Syria produces around 
600.000 bpd of which 
over 330.000 bpd are 
exported to die oil marice. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRID.AY, M.AY 2, 1997 


£ly ThoiiMs S. Pivrxon, Aitrolosf^r. 
Ciirmll Rightt'r Foundation 


.ARIES: vM.'irch 21 to April 19) You muy be tempted to 
m;ikc a spiteful remark tc^y, however, k^p your temper 
and vtny out of a dililicult situation. Use more than usual 
care while driving on the highway, thereby you won't g» 
into any obi^itKles. . 

T.VURi'S: i April 20 to Nfay 20) .Avoid becoming involved 
III .1 risky lm.iiicial scheme today. Set up a new budget for 
xiiiirsclf. and leave mom fur recreational activities and 
hobbies, su that you won't be short of funds in an emer- 
genv‘\, 

ClCVlINI: (May 2l to June 2!) You may ted a bit con- 
itixcil this inoniing, so labour on gaining control on your 
suiToundings. Be sure to avoid any disagreements with 
>xnir mate and close friends or you could discover that you 
would Iv in the dog hi>u.se. 

MOON CHII .DREN: (June 22 to July 2 1 ) Be sensitive to 
your mate's inoiK), us this person may nut be in the best of 
ht>unuiiirs. so he patient and everything will blow oxer. 
I jijoy the company of some good friends later this evening 
at recreational activities you ail will enjoy. 

LKO: (July 22 to .August 2i i Don’t be forceful in trying to 
yMiii ,i pcrMimi) goal ibis mtiming. or you could get into a 
diiricuU siluation. Fix'Us your energy on business interests 
uhcic >t«u are successful and make the kind of money 
xNinch IS iiu]>i'ti'tam. 

\IIU>0: (.August 22 to September 22) If you pursue a 
goal hHl.ty. do mTthing which will later impugn 
yxur mtegiily. Steer cle.ir later this evening of a superior 


who is in a bad mood and is looking for someone to take 
his or her frustrations out on. 

LIBR.A: (September 23 to October 22) Don't make any 
radical changes in your daily routines this momiog. or you 
could discover that your efforts will lead to nowhere. Clear 
up any credit matters you have been putting otf lately 
which will add to your income. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 2 1 ) You should not 
be fooled by a person who claims to hove your best inter- 
ests at heart to^y, howex’er. is in reality t^ing to disrupt 
an important project which gain yourrecoghttion wilb bi^-r 
wigs for y our success. 

S.AGrnARlUS: (November 22 to December 21) A fel^ 
low business associate may not be in the mood morning, 
however, avoid getting into a disagreement which would 
hamper your progres.s. Later this evening you can relax at 
home with pur loved ones. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You may 


have .some dilficuliies with your daily career activities this 
morning, however, all will be brighter later in the day. 
Cooperate with fellow associates who have ideas for you 
to complete a project with some information they have. 
.AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) If you feel you 
must criticise the actions of a good friend today, make .sure 
your comments ore constructive and not harmful. Catch up 
on overdue tasks later this ex'eaing and thereby you can 
moke your life more successful. 

PISC^: (February 20 to March 20) If the situation at 
home is nor pleasant this morning, get away with some 
close friends and relax until everx^ng blows over. Keep 
your temper in check today or you could say something 
which you will later regret.' 


Birthstone of May: Emerald — Gtrine 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Salanwidem 
5 Flaccid flesh 
9 Anger 

12 Cooide 

13 Dwarf of myth 

14 Sector 

15 Undercover cop 

16 Delia of song 

17 Treaty 

18 Unpai^lded shop 

21 Goes wrong 

22 Unger 

23 Chubby one 
25 Singer Bobby 

28 Marsh bird 

29 Alpine region; 
var. 

30 — tai 

33 Sup^ative 
musician 

37 Golfer Ernie 

38 Make — for (run 
toward) 

39 Egyptian 
goddess 

40 Vestibule 

41 Musical Andre 
43 Heroic story 

45 Boxer's weapon 

46 Ruddy brow 

52 Berne’s river 

53 Atelier item 

54 Jourrvalisi and 
jpeiai reformer 

56 Etcher's glove 

57 Sod 

58 Best or Ferber 

59 Last Danish 
queen 

60 Concerning 

61 Ownership 
document 



by Eugene Puffenberger 


04/18/97 


DOWN 

1 Eternity 

2 Lady of the 
Haus 

3 coastal bird 

4 Concerning 
community life 

5 Liberafes 

6 German 
physiologist 

7 In ad^bn to 

8 cheese 


9 Baghdad 
resident 

10 Alter by tiimm'ing 

1 1 JacksOT or 
Nelligan 

13 Nova Scotia 
town 

14 Of bees 

19 Alphabet run 

20 Rbbed doth 

23 Poultry 

24 War god 

25 Silly 

26 Principal 

27 Caviar base 

28 Heim dir. 

29 De^t 

30 Fine rain 

31 Sa/e caveat 

32 — in the bag! 

34 Hawaiian isie 

35 Time zone 
letters 

36 Scattered 
rubbish 

40 Heron 


Thursday's Puole solved: 
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0 1^7 Seno-^s, ipc. 

AAngfiu resetvea. 


04/1 B/S7 


41 Manipiiale 

42 Bat wood 

43 Done in 

44 M^r artery 

45 •— Jacques’ 

46 Renown 


47 Mr. Amaz 

48 Be obsequious 

49 Glacial ridges 

50 Adjutant 

51 Eat well 
55 Melancholy 


HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 
FOR THURSDAY, MAY 
1, 1997 


By 77io/nas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, CanvU Wgbter 
Foundation 




ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) This is a good 
day to indulge yourself 
with a ratiier frivolous 
pleasure you'v'e been desir- 
ing. Get oat on the towii 
for some pleasure later this 
.evening with some close 
friends and have wonderful 
time together. 

TAURUS; (April 20 to 
May 20) You can make 
some great improvements; 
to your properly at this 
time which will increase its 
beauty and make it more 
\-aluable. Your memory is 
noi up to par. so make 
notes to yourself, that way 
you won't forget anything. 
GEMINI: (May 21 roJune 
21 ) A group of progressive, 
dynamic close friends can 
inspire your daily activities 
today by making available 
information which you 
need for career activities. 
Stop procrastinating and 
follow your star. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(Ju-ne 22 to July 21) You 
can accomplish a great 
deal today if you get an 
early start and contact the 
proper people. Be sure to 
drive carefully while on 
the highway, thereby 
avoiding any difficulties 
which could be in your 
path. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) You cc^d make some 
imeiesimg and profitable 
discoverie.s today by catch- 
ing up 00 neglected corre- 
spondence later this 
evening. This is a good 
time for you to get togeth- 
er with dose friends for 
fun recreational activities. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) If you need 
some information to 
progress more quickly in 
business mday. . .consult 
only those • experts • who 
have proven track records. 
'Later this evening' will be 
good to stay home with 
your loved ones. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) An oppomini- 
ly to greatly increase your 
income will be present 
today, so be sure to advan- 
tage of 1 l Don't take any 
foolish risks with your rep- 
utation by making some 
simple mistake with your 
career activities. 

SCORPIO: (October 25 to 
.Vovember 21) Some spe- 
cial thought for your mate 
today can bring you more 
affection and generally 
improve the atmosphere 
around your abode. Later 
this evening will be good 
to go out on the town with 
loved ones and have a fun 
time tosetiier. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
rober 22 to December 2 1 1 
A good friend can give you 
some ideas today on how 
to improve your financial 
status. This .should be a 
very romantic evening for 
you and your mate, so 
mi^e special plans for 
going to some secluded 
location. 

j CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
I ber 22 to January 20) Invite 
some guests into your 
! home today who wilJ 
I improve y our mood and 
I cmenain them as the per- 
ifect ho«. This is a good 
ume to invest in an which 
will beauiih' your sur- 
roundings as ’well as 
increase in value. 
AQL'.YRJL'S: (January ''I 
to February 19) Pay some 
overdue visits to friends 
and relatives today who 
may be feeling a hit 
depressed and (hereby 
cheer up 

DEL-tness mterests can be 
quite successful if vou use 
iidvice provid^ by ^ 
iinancial expert. 

20 to 
is a good 

im'n property 

improvements or any^d 

of social activiiv. be it 
emenaining at home or 

on a new- proj«t. 


BirthstODe of Mov 

Emerald 
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Classified as government entity^ 
Social Security Corporation must 
reduce stake in newspapers to 30 % 

;*• THE INVESTMENTS of the Social Security Cor- 
ptKStion should be considered as govemitient invest- 
ments as the coiporation was classified as an official 
govenujaent public institution by the Bureau for the 
Interpretation of laws, a senior official at the Prime 
Ministry' has said. 

Accor^g to Isa Tamash, president of the Bureau of 
Le^slation wd Opinion at the Prime Ministry, the 
decision to divest government equity includes those of 
the Soci^ Security Corporation which, as a govem- 
meat entity, must sell its shares in the press companies 
to a level not exceeding 30 per cent Mr. Tamash was 
responding to an inquiry about the corporation's 
investments in Jordanian newspapers. 

Mr. Tamash said that the Mi^try of Information had 
recently consulted the bureau in this regard and the 
Bureau of Le^lation has confirmed that the Social 
Security^ofporation is a government institution as the 
public seEttof was formed of two types on entities: the 
ministries and the official public institution. ‘The 
Social Security Corporation fits in this category,*’ Mr. 
Tamash s&essed. 

As sud^agMinister of State for Information Affairs 
Samir Mumiii’e' said the government is currently work- 
ing on a settlement for its investments in the daily 
newsp^rs in accordance with the requirements of the 
press and pijibl ication law and within the specified titn^ 
frame. 13wi^uikwe' indicated that by mid-May, the 
govenuxfejlllL^l.be unloading all its shares in the daily 
newspafri^'nodlts stake would be within the maxi- 
mum limit of 30 per cent (Al Dustour). 

specialising in exports 
will enjoy exemption from income tax 


** THE' HIGHER Council for Investment has 
apfffoved the establishment of Jordanian export com- 
piaiues qiadalised in exporting national products and 
goods. companies, which will be exempt from 
paying iocs^e tax, were recommended for the Cabi- 
net's endor^ment with the aim of encouraging and 
boosting Jordanian exerts. 

According to an official source, the government’s 
approval ia an incentive for the private sector to come 
-up witii various export means and open new outside 
markets for Jordanian products. The source explained 
that previously only the manufacturer was given the 
tn exemption but now the door is open to those e^rt 
ccvDpanies to contract Jordanian in^stri^ and manu- 
facturers to export national products and have their 
(companies) Income exempted from tax (Al Ra'i). 


Shair: Government studying 
higher equity for foreign investors 


** THE GOVERNMENT is currently considering rais- 
ing the level of equity to foreign investors who wish to 
invest in local companies, the director-general of the 
Amman Financial Market (AFM) has said. He indicat- 
ed tbai the study covers some economic sectors and 
excludes others. 

Wahib Shair, die AFM chief, told Al Ra'i that invest- 
ment funds and foreign banks were willing to invest in 
Jordanian firms but ±e availability of shares was lim- 
ited and, as such, those investors do not have enough 
investment outlets. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



''I Signed up to leam a foreign 
language — Husbandese.” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Han< Arnold md MBm An^rion 


Unscran^ these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to fomi 
tour ordinary words. 



Now arrange the drded totters to 
torm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

(Answers tomonow) 

- ^ I Jumbles: WINCE WAL12 FLORAL INFIRM 

Saturday^ j VVhat Dad can lum hit© on a weekend - 

A LAWN MOWER 


Kuwait bourse ready for futures trade 


KUWAIT (R) — The 
Kuwait Stock Exchange 
(KSE), the liveliest in Ae 
Arab World, is ready for 
the next step: Futures trad- 
ing to be followed by an 
opening up to all foreign 
investors, the head of the 
bourse said Tuesday. 

“We are ready for it,” 
KSE Director-Gener^ 
Hisham Al Oteibi told 
Reuters of plans to intro- 
duce ffitures trading by- 
investment portfolio man- 
aging instioicions. 

Tt is a matter of tuning 
and priorities...Not all the 
bacl^ systems for futures 
trading are in place yet,” 
be added of the awaited 
move which was approved 
by the commerce ministry 
late last year. 

Futures trading “is the 
natural trend for the evolu- 
tion of the market” which 
has been setting new 
records this week, trigger- 
ing concern by some 
experts that the rise could 
be driven in some cases by 
heavy speculation and not 
fiind^entals. 

On Tuesday, the KSE 
index closed lower than 
Saturday's record of 
23S4.7 points at 2,334.3 
— a 22.5 per cent rise 
firom the start of 1997 — 
while trading value and 


volume were lower than 
Monday’s records but 
hi|her than last week’s 
daily average. 

Hie value soared on 
Monday to 125.8 million 
dinars ($414 million) dur- 
ing the 2-1/2-hour session 
in which 445 million 
shares were traded. 

The index rose by about 
40 per cent a year in 1996 
and 1995. 

“Normally after a rise 
there are correction 
moves,” Mr. Oteibi said. 
”Th^ are always a possi- 
bility and are expected but 
not a crash.. .No way, 
impossible.” 

The word crash revives 
memories of the collapse 
of Souq Al Manakh unof- 
ficial exchange in 1982, 
resulting in a debt of over 
$20 billion which the gov- 
ernment is still trying to 
resolve. 

The government at the 
time stepped in to buy 
shares in many concerns 
which it is now selling in 
the first phase of a privati- 
sation programme that 
would eventually include 
the more complex, heavi- 
ly-su$idised public utili- 
ties. 

Mr. Oteibi said that an 
expert committee was 
working to complete this 


year recommendations to 
amend laws to allow for- 
eign investors in line with 
World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) lu^. 

The tiny, oU-ricb Arab 
Gulf state is a WTO mem- 
ber. 

“We should open it up.” 
he added. Tt will give the 
market more depth, trans- 
p^ncy and added credi- 
bUiiy...It will also bring 
know-how, a very good 
data base and analytical 

base." 

He advised small as well 
as large investors “to be 
educated and read the 
financial data which we 
and listed firms issue and 
base decisions according- 
ly, not following specula- 
tors.” 

Although trading on the 
KSE is open only to 
nationals of Oman, 
Kuwait, Swdi Arabia, the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), Bahrain and Qatar 
experts say trading value 
on the KSE was four times 
hi^er than the total for 
seven other official Arab 
bourses. 

It is probably twice the 
size if the exchanges of 
fellow Arab Gulf Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE were 
included, they add. 

Kuwait's foreign resi- 


dents can trade through 
mutual funds. 

In 1996 trading value on 
the KSE, which currently 
has some 6S listed firms 
wi± a market capitalisa- 
tion of about $24 billion, 
was $19.2 billion, a daily 
average under $100 bil- 
lion. 

The value in Saudi Ara- 
bia, the region's biggest 
economy and the world’s 
largest oil e:^rter and 
producer, was $6.8 billion. 

According to experts, 
Kuwaiti shares will con- 
tinue to move higher as 
companies mm in strong 
results and extra liquidity 
is injected into the markeL 

The average daily trad- 
ing value for the first quar- 
ter of 1997 at 42 million 
dinars ($138 million) is 
already sharply higher 
than the -ganift Hmft last 
year, while the main share 
indices have continued a 
steady rise this year on the 
back of the record 30 per 
cent or more increase in 
1996. 

“As for the general 
trend. 1 am expecting the 
market to go up from now 
until the end of the year,” 
said Zaid Al Naqeeb, vice- 
president at Kuwait 
Investment Company. 

“I am very optimistic for 


the market,” said portfolio 
manager Naqeeb, but he 
added that there are likely 
to be cycles of surges fol- 
lowed by minor correc- 
tions. 

Explaining the strong 
performance, he said 
many of the 60 or so listed 
companies have begun 
issuing quarterly results 
for the first time and the 
figures so far have been 
good. 

Mr. Naqeeb said banks 
and investment houses are 
also boosting an already 
liquid market by offering 
margin accounts — where 
an investor borrows 
money and invests in 
shares to try to earn a bet- 
ter return than the interest 
on the loan. 

Fund managers said the 
overall economic perfor- 
mance of Kuwait has also 
raised confidence. 

Kuwait's oil-dependent 
economy has been given a 
lift from the 1996 oil-price 
hike, although prices have 
eased this year. 

Saleh Al Selmi, head of 
the local share department 
at Kuwait International 
Investment Company, said 
Kuwait is now one of the 
“best emerging markets” 
in the Middle ^t. 

“Unfortunately, the 


Kuwait market is closed 
(to foreigners) and we are 
pushing forward to make 
it an open market for 
everybody,” said Mr. 
Selmi, who said allowing 
in foreigners will put 
Kuwait on the 
international financial 
map. 

At present, only Arab 
Gulf investors can invest 
in Kuwaiti stocks, while 
those outside the region 
only have access to^two 
listed mutual funds. 

Despite the recent strong 
performance, experts also 
point to weaknesses in the 
market, including the 
heavy speculation by local 
investors who have few 
other areas in Kuwait to 
invest their spare cash. 

“Kuwaitis love to gam- 
ble,” commented one ana- 
lyst, who said that while 
^ood results justified the 
rise in some stocks, other 
shares were moving high- 
er in their wake without 
any indication that the 
companies are performing 
weU. 

Experts also said the 
market authorities must 
clamp down on insider 
trading and prevent share 
price manipulation if the 
bourse is to invite in for- 
eign investors. 



♦ I Mm U aBoUH law 
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India keeps UAE 
gold trade ablaze 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Mobanunad Kanj pulled up 
the shutters of his gold shop 
in the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) to start another busy 
day despite growing compe- 
tition from muslurooming 
shops. 

“Thanks God. business is 
always good although many 
more ^ps have opened 
here. There is snong compe- 
tition in the market but 
is offset by the strong 
demand for gold, especially 
by Indians.” he said. ' 

“They (Indians) love gold 
and many of them buy large 
.amounts to take to their 
country. You can say that 
among every five customers, 
there are two Indiaus.” said 
Mr. Kanj. an Abu Dhabi- 
based gold trader for more 
than 20 years. 

From a small Gulf desert 
oasis where gold was a rari- 
ty before oil was struck a 
few decades ago, the UAE is 
now classified as the world's 
biggest spender on the pre- 
cious metal in terms of pop- 
ulation. 

World Cold Council 
(WC3C) figures show per 
capita consumption of gold 
in the UAE stands at around 
30 grammes (one ounce) a 
year, tbe highest in the 
world. Oil giant Saudi Ara- 
bia came second, at 19 
grammes (0.65 ounces) a 
year. 

Tbe UAE emirate of 


Dubai was last year the sec- 
ond largest gold trade hub in 
the world after Singapore, 
with its imports of the metal 
peaking at around 350 
tonnes compared with 318 
tonnes in 1995. 

But it overtook Singapore 
for the first time this year, 
with its imports reaching 
100 tonnes in the first two 
months compared with 90 
tonnes by Singapore, 
according to the Dubai 
Chamber of .'Co^unerce and 
Industry. 

The figure is set to sUige 
as there has been a rush by 
buyers to benefit from lower 
prices during the annual 
month-long shopping festi- 
val which started in March. 

Gold sales are expected to 
exceed 900 million dirhams 
($245 million) during the 
shopping gala, which ends 
this week. 

Officials said the surge in 
tbe UAE’s gold trade was 
caused mainly by India's 
decision in 1996 to raise tbe 
ceiling on gold imports per 
person to 10 kilogrammes 
(22 pounds) every six 
months, from five kilo- 
grammes (11 pounds) a 
year. 

“India is the largest gold 
consumer in the world, with 
an average of between 400 
and 500 tonnes per year,” 
said Sultan Al Mansuri, the 
chamber's deputy director. 


J ordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketpla ce *** J ORDAN Marketplace 


D A J ANI 

IjtWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 



Big furnished 
or un&mished wlla 
torrent 

Location: Behind New 

Engfish School. 3 bedrooms, 
b|g reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 ■ 610609 
. Fsx: 810520 
' We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 
unfurnished for rent j 




STUDIO HHtG 

Prof^siqnal qiisUty fn 
t /ipcfr sarvfice 
piw^op your colour, film 
At our shop ^ get i 
f Jumbo photo Mze 
jO%iarger. 
fr':Froe' enUirgeawnt 


ShmeisanI - Opposite 
Grlndlays ^nk. 
Phone: S04042 
Sweifieh Teh 823891 











Amra Hcte! SiiopsI 
6*h C'rcls. AnTianl 
Also in Brazil ■ 


FOR YOUR 


Advertisement 






Tel.: 699369 



5th Cirds 

Tel 6Q2672 Fax 67455! 



FOR YOUR 


Advertisement 


in 




*’'’**^'**’!i*^v**^"*’*****s$W 








Pizza Granpe 

iKAA. 4 - (ieota'.jrarifc &hop 

liSffifl 


AMERI 
BREAKFAST 
STUFFED PIZZA 


hi'Cf DFl rXCRY 

ni\r i\ 

lAKh AW'W 
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Chang, Courier upset; 
Agassi advances in Atlanta 


ATLANTA. Gcorcia ( R ) — 
Michael Chang and Jim 
Citurier made abrupt exits 
while Andre Aca«i won 
easily in firsi-round plav at 
the APT chal- 

lenge on Tuesday. 

,\gassj. playing in his 
fir'll unimament since his 
.April 1*:* marriage to 
Br«H>ke Shields, gave a 4S- 
ininuie clinic in his firsl- 
nnind match against 
Bra/.il's Juime Oncins. 

Agassi, ranked 2^ and 
seeded iounh. made short 
work of C^neins. a qualifier. 
v\ inning b-.' b-2 and gi'ing 
himself a 27th binhday 

present. 

Chang, the top-seed and 
fresh fiiMn his ftiurth title 
^ iett'p. of ihe ye.ir in 
Orl.mdo on Sunday loi>ked 
.mythmg but lively .igainsi 
Buu'il's Femandi' 

Meliecni. going out 2-h h-.' 
fi-4. ji was Meligeni’s first 
win against a player ranked 
in the top H>. 

Third-seeded Jim Courier 
allowed a big lead to slip 
away again.si qualifier. 
Sieve Campbell. with 
Cumplx‘11 eaniing ihe vic- 
lory 2-0 C>-4 (»-3. 

Chang, ranked second in 
the world and Meiigeni. 
ranked 72. played a classic 
clay Colin maich of pro- 
longed groundsin.'ke bai- 
lies. But ihc momentum 
turned in Meligeni's favour 
after he won a long opening 
game of tlic second .set. 
Pumping up ilie crowd with 
his antics. Meiigeni held on 
for the secv'nd set b-o then 
scored a key break against 
Chang in the first game of 
the third set. 

After that. Meiigeni capi* 
luliscd on a few lose errors 
by Chang to keep the lead 
and serve out the victory 6- 
4 when Chang netted u 
backhand. 

"The first game of the 
second .set changed liie 
match.'* Meiigeni said. "I 
won this game and now 1 
knew I hud a chance. I 
started to believe a little bit 
and I think I play my best 



Andre Agassi 

match of roy career." 
Chang, hoping to overtake 
Pete Sampras for the num- 
ber one ranking later this 
year, said the Meiigeni 
match wa.<> a sei-hack. 

“It's disappointing 
because being number one 


this year is definitely real- 
istic and 1 want to put some 
heat on Pete." Chang said. 
“I don't think 1 put enough 
pressure on Fernando. I 
.should have iM’cn in there 
putting away .some volleys. 
That was a crucial mist^e 


today." 

Agassi dominated 

Ondns. ranked 12S, 
throughout the match, 
breaking Oncins easily and 
finishing the match with an 
ace. He repaired a record 
which had seen him lose 
four straight opening round 
matches prior to Davis Cup 
in early April. 

‘•You've got to be in the 
tournaments to win the 
tournaments." Agassi joked 
afterword. "I got one down. 
Things turned around for 
me at Davis Cup and i'm 
finding my form again." 
Agassi won both his Davis 
Cup singles matches 
against the Netherlands 
helping the U.S. to victoty. 

Courier bus been in a 
slump since early February, 
interrupted only by a semi- 
final finish in key Biscayne 
in March, his best result 
since winning the Doha 
title in January. 

Courier led 5-0 in the first 
set before Campbell found 
his confidence and 
Courier's shots began 
falling short. 

"I definitely had a let- 
down." Courier said. *Tm 
definitely disappointed to 
play this poorly. The first 
five games showed if 1 play 
the way 1 know how to play 
I should win this match. 
But 1 stopped hitting the 
ball as deep and gave him 
on opportunity. I had a con- 
centration letdown in the 
second set 

Campbell, ranked 236, 
was at first relieved not to 
embarrass himself. 

"Players have nightmares 
about losing 6-0 6-0," be 
said. “You'd been known 
for that for a while. But 
once I got the first break. I 
started to loosen up and 
play a little better. But even 
at match point I thought he 
could come back, he's still 
standing." 


U.S. aim to rule soccer 
world — eventually 


lONl.M^N iRi — The .Americans 
w.im til biiiiil a Wiirld Cup-winning 
icani a** p.iri ol ilicir drive to estab- 
livh soccci in tlic I'nitcd States, 
one ot the leaders of their fledgling 
league s.nd on Tuesday. 

"Our go.d is til win the World 
V'u|> h> 2tMO.*' said Sunil Gulati. 
M.ijor l.e.igue Socs*er tMLSt 
depuiv iOiiinnsMoner. eoneediiig 
ih.it his eouiurv had .t lot of work 
to iio to le.kh that largel. 

Vlu- Ainerie.uis leaehed the sec- 
ond tiiun*! ol ihe 1^‘J4 World Cup 
beiore lusiipa to eventual winners 
Ui.i.’il. i)iii the main legacy of that 
r.S'lvise'l louin.iinent was the 
esiabhshmem \‘l MLS — .i domes- 
lic lea;:ue. 

triilaii tolJ ilic Soccere.v ^^7 con- 
leieiue ih.n the de’.elopmem of 
i.ilenU’il homeerown plavers was 
iiee^ievl U' eiisuie that (he NILS did 
not go the s.ime w.iy as its prede- 
cessor. the N.\S1.. 

riie S.\Sl. brought veterans such 
.IS Pcle .md l-r.m.’ Ueekenbucr lo 
pl.iy in the l.'.S in the l^TiK amid 
great evciiemenl and big crowds, 
iiiii 11 failed to pin down hruj roots 
.inti uhiin.iieiy withered and died. 

Tils* ML.S plans to develop a 
scitol.irship programme to allow 
i.ilented teenagers to train with 
clubs while continuing their stud- 
ies. The aim is to develop players 
got»d enough lo ariraci the crowds 
.md fm.iily make the national lean: 
Civmpeiitive with the dominant 
Europe.ms and .South .Ameneuns. 

Gulati said soccer was seeking a 


place at the top table of U.S sports 
alongside .American football, base- 
baii. basketball and ice hockey. 

“The goal i.s to be one of the five 
major U.S. sports." 

The MLS was launched last year 
with 10 clubs, attracting an aver- 
age of more than 17.000 fans to its 
matches, it w ill expand to 12 teams 
next season as Miami and Chicago 
are given franchises. 

The MLS. which recruits players 
centrally, has tried to stimulate 
interest among .America's Hispanic 
population by signing lop Latin 
Americans such as Colombia's 
Carlos Valderrama. 

But soccer still face.s an uphill 
struggle in a nation where 90 per 
cent of the population do not know 
its basic rules. 

Gulati said that the MLS had 
been cautiou.s in ii.s initial invc.st- 
ment. spending just S45 million on 
players fees and salaries in its first 
two years. 

He contrasted this with the more 
aggres.sive and expensive tactics of 
Japan's J. League but said only 
lime would tell if the .MLS had got 
its strategy right. "We won't 
know the answer for five-10 
vear:»." he said. 


FIFA 

suspends 

Asprilla 


ZURICH (R) — FIFA sus- 
pended Paraguayan goal- 
keeper Jose Chilaveit and 
Columbia striker Faustino 
.Asprilla on Tuesday as 
punishment for fighting 
during a World Cup match 
last month. 

The volatile Chilavert 
received a four-match sus- 
pension and .Asprilla was 
banned for two afiur the 
pair came to blows during a 
pivotal qualification match 
in .Asuncion on April 2. 

The incident triggered a 
melee involving players, 
both benches and police 
that delayed the match for 
five minuies. Paraguay 
went on to win 2- 1 . 

Columbia's Victor 

.Aristizobai was also sus- 
pended for three matches 
and fined 5.000 Swiss 
francs (S3.i»90k 

.Argentine goalkeeper 
Ignacio Gonzalez and 
teammate Gustavo Zapata 
were both suspended for 
three matches with compri- 
ot Nelson Vivas for one for 
their part in a lO-mioute 
scrap that erupted during a 
2>] defeat by Bolivia in La 
Paz. 

The Bolivian Football 
.Association was also fined 
100.000 Swiss francs and 
.Argeniina 50,000. 


Detroit Pistons’ Grant Hill (33) rejects a shot bv Atlanta Hawks' Christian Laettner (R) as Laettner stru^es with 
Pistons* Otis Thorpe (50) and Hawks' Tyrone Corbin (L) watches during the dosing minutes of game three m round 
one of the NBA playoffs at the Palace in Aubom Hills. Detroit defeated Atlanta 99-91 to take a 2-1 lead in the senes 
(Reuters photo) 

Rockets sweep Timberwolves to 
reach NBA semifinals 


MINNEAPOLIS (R) — 
Charles Baridey scored 20 
points and took over down 
the stretch os the hot-shoot- 
ing Houston Rockets swept 
into the Western 
Conference semifinals with 
a 125-120 victory over the 
Minnesota Timberwolves 
on Tuesday. 

In the final 2-1/2 minutes. 
Boriciey had three free 
throws, a key rebound. Fed 
Mario Elie for a layup and 
sank a clutch jumper to 
give the Rockets a sweep of 
the best-of-five series. 
Houston aw'aits the winner 
of the Seattle-Phoenix 
series and will have home- 
coun advantage regardless 
of its opponem. 

“1 was very proud of our 
team tonight, because if 
you want to he a good 
team, you have to finish 
these games out as soon as 
possible," Barkley said. 

**Wc were very fortunate 
lo win. We played terrible 
defence. We gave up way 
too many points. We have 
to improve the next series if 
we’re gonna move on.“ 

Man Maloney made six 
three-pointers and scored a 
cuiver-high 26 points for 
the Rockets, who had five 
players with at least 17 
points in the highest-scor- 
ing playoff game so far. 
Houston mode lS-of-2S 
three-pointers. while 
Minnesota sank 6-of-15. 

Tom Gugliona hud 27 
points and 10 rebounds and 
Dean Garren added 26 and 
15 rebounds for the sixth- 
seeded Timberwolves. w ho 
were bo.sting a playoff 
giune for the first time in 
team history. They lost all 
three games by an average 
of i 1.3 points and went 0-7 
this season against the 


Rockets. 

Kevin Garnett scored 17 
points, Doug West added 
16 and Robinson 1 1 for the 
Wolves, who shot 49 per 
cent (47-of-96). 

In Atlanta. Lindsey 
Hunter scored 26 points as 
the Detroit Pistons took a 
2-1 lead in their Eastern 
Conference first-round 
series with a 99-91 v-icioiy 
over the Atlanta Hawks. 

Grant Hill added 24 
points for Pistons, who 
blew almost all of a 16- 
point halMme lead but 
recovered with another 
strong fourth quarter remi- 
niscent of their game tvix) 
win in .Atlanta. Ftffh-seeded 
Detroit can wi^ up the 
best-of-five series with a 
home win on Friday. 

Hunter scored 13 points 
in the second quarter, help- 
ing Detroit open a 56-40 
halftime lead. He scored 
nine more in the fourth 
quaner after Atlanta had 
pulled within one point, 
including a coast-to-coast 
layup that clinched it with 
less than a minute left. 

“It loc4ied like Lindsey 
just decided to take over the 
game," Hawks guard Steve 
Smith said. "He took a lot 
of shots tonight that he was 
passing up in games one 
and iwo.“ 


Chrisdan taetmer scored 
25 points and Steve Smith 
2i for the Hawks, who 
again received next to noth- 
ing from their bench as for- 
ward Alan Henderson was 
the only substitute to score. 
He had two points and has 
all eight of the Hawks' 
bench points in the series. 

Atlanta's Dikembe 
Mutombo had 21 rebounds, 
matching Detroit's total. 

In briando. Penny 
Hardaway scored 42 points 
and Darrell .Armstrong 
added 21 off the bench as 
the Orlando Magic staved 
off elimination in their 
Eastern Conference first- 
round series with an 88-75 
victory over the .Miami 
Heat. 

Hardaway scored 26 
points in the first half to 
keep the Magic in the 
game. Armstrong, who 
added eight assists, fuelled 
a pair of second-half bursts 
that put away the HeaL 

Alonzo Mourning had 17 
points and 17 rebounds for 
the Heat, w'ho squandered a 
chance for their firsi play- 
off series win. 

Miami, which won the 
first rw'o games of the series 
by a combined 52 points, 
opened a 20-poim lead 
midway through the second 
period, then scored jusi 36 


Eastern Conference 

Orlando 88 Miami 75 

(Miami leads best-of-five series lied 2-1 j 
Detroit 99 Atlanta 91 
(Demrit leads bea-of-five series 2-1; 

Western Conference 

Phoenix 110 Seattle 103 

(Phoenix leads be-st-oT-five series 2-l> 
Houston 125 Minnesota 120 
(Houston leads series 3-0) 


points over the final 30 
minutes. 

In Phoenix, Re.x 
(Thapman scored 12 of his 
23 points in the fourth quar- 
ter to lead the Phoenix Suns 
to a 110-103 victory over 
the Seanle Supersonics and 
a surprising 2-1 lead in 
their Western Conference 
first-round series. 

Wesley Person scored a 
playoff career-high 29 
points with 10 rebounds for 
the Suns, who pushed the 
Supersonics to the brink of 
first-round elimination for 
the third time in four years. 

"Our four guards were 
terrific." Suns coach Danny 
Ainge said. "Wes. Rex and 
KJ (Kevin Johnson) reallj 
carried us offensively. If we' 
can set them in a jump- 
.shootlns contest, we’re 
happy with that. The small 
lineup is our only hope." 

Phoenix forward Cedric 
Ceballos lost consciousness 
on the bench late in the 
fourth quarter and was car- 
ried to the locker room by 
teammates. Ceballos. who 
played 25 minutes and had 
sLx points and eishl 
rebounds, suffered from 
dehydration. His vital signs 
were stable, but he was 
^aken to a hospital for pre- 
cautionary tests. 

Gary Payion scored 34 
points with eight three- 
pointers for the Sonics. 
who .scored 40 points in the 
first quarter but again faL 
tered down the stretch,^-’ 
did in game one. 
Kemp had 24 points and 1 1 
rebounds and Hawkins 
added 14 points for the 
Sonics. who shot 4 ‘> 
cem(35-of-83). 
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UINtMA TEL:634i44 

PHILBDELPHffl "1” 

Richard Gere ...in 

PRIMAL FEAR 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30.6:15, S:30. 10:30 


V. 


CINEMA TEL:634I44 X/ 

PHILflDELPHIB “2” 1 


Glenn Close ... in 
101 DSJiHZkTIOlSS 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15 

Michael Douglas <£ \al Kilmer ... in 

THE GHOST & 

THE DARKNESS 
Shows; 8:30.10:30 


‘ CINEMA TEL:699238 

PLflZfl 

Eddie Murphy ....in 

METRO 

Shows; 12;30. 3:15.6:30.8:30. 10:30 
Demi Moore in 

STRIPTEASE 

Show; 5:(X) p.m. 


i 


CINEMA m.:677420 

CONCORD 


CONCORD “I” 

Keanu Reeves...in 
CHAIN REACTION 

Shows: 12;30. 3:50. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
CONCORD “2” 

Michael Jordan. ..in 

SFACEJAN 

Shows; 3:30. 6.*00 




Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TH-: 625155 

The political satire 

amm ya ho 

For reseri’arions call 625155 
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Cubs erupt with 14 hits 


CHICAGO (R) — Brooks 
Kiescbnick homered twice 
and drove in ed twice and 
drove in six runs — both 
career highs — as the 
.^Chicago Cubs overcame 
▼an early five-run deficit 
and outslugged the Mon- 
treal Expos 14-8 for their 
fourth win in five games. 

Shawon Dunston and 
Dave Claiit drove in two 
runs apiece for the Cubs, 
who established a season 
high for runs. Tbn different 
players scored for Chica- 
go, which collected 14 hits 
off five pitchers and is 4-1 
since a 2-17 start. 

“Whether we were whip- 
ping boys or whatever, that 
was what we were playing 
like,*' Kieschnick said. 
“Now we're starting to 
play better, we're starting 
to get some breaks and 
hopefully this thing will 
turn all tile way around.** 

Mter Chicago took the 
lead for good with two 
runs in the fourth on RBI 
doubles by pitcher Steve 
Trachsel and Dunston, 
Kieschnick added a run- 
scoring single in a six-run 
sixth that made it 14-7. 

Heniy Rodriguez hit two 
solo homers for Montreal, 
which belted five homers. 

In Atlanta, Chan Ho Paric 
^]||lowed one run and two 
'^ts over five innings and 
Todd Zeile and Mike Piaz- 
za each drove in a pair of 
runs as the Los Angeles 
Dodgers sniped a four- 
game skid with a 6-2 win 
over tile Atlanta Braves on 
Tuesday. 

‘Park (1-n walked four 
and struck out three in his 
first start since April 9th. 

“I’m really happy, espe- 
cially since we lost the last 
four games," said Park. 
“He (Zdlej helped me get 
the win and Pm very 
apmieciative.'* 

Greg Gagne chipped in 
three hits, including a solo 
homer in the third, for Los 
Angeles, which bad 
dropped seven of its last 
eight games. 

In C^cinatti. Mark Clark 


tossed seven shutout 
innings and John Olerud 
had a pair of run-scoring 
singles as the New York 
Mets held off the stagger- 
ing' Cincinnati Reds 3-1 for 
their third straight win. 

Clark (3-1) scattered 
seven hits with three walks 
and three strikeouts for bis 
third straight win. 

Bret Boone drove in the 
only run for Cinc inna ti, 
which has dropped seven 
of its last eight games. 1 1 
of 13 and 16 of 20. 

At Florida, Bobby Bonil- 
la hit a cwo-nm triple in the 
bottom of the eighth inni ng 
and Kevin Brown 
rebounded from his first 
loss of the season with 
eight strong innings as the 
Florida Marlins ^ged the 
San Diego Padres 2-1 for 
their fifth straight win. 

“My favourite play is the 
triple,'* Florida manager 
Jim Leyland said. 
“Bobby’s ^ways been a 
producer and he will pro- 
duce all year. He's starting 
to break loose.” 

Tbe loss wasted a bril- 
liant performance by San 
Diego's Sean Bergman, 
who was making his first 
start of the season. 
Bergman allowed two hits 
in six innings. 

In Houston, Jeff Bag- 
well homered and drove in 
two runs, and Sean Bei^ 
hit a tie-breaking homer in 
the fourth inning before 
getting hurt as the Houston 
Astros claimed a 3-1 victo- 
ry over tbe Colorado 
Rockies. 

Berry stroked his first 
homer of the season to 
make it 2-1 with one out in 
the fourth. 

Berry, who was on the 
disabled list from April 
7th-21st, left the game in 
tbe sixth inning with a 
bruised triceps tendon in 
his left arm after gening hit 
by a pitch there in the sec- 
ond inning. 

'Tm just going to ice, 
ice, ice, and go out again 
tomorrow," Beny said. 
“We’ve got a lefty going in. 



Tony Batista of the Oakland A’s makes an over the shoulder cafoh to Rob Sandy Alo- 
mar of the Oeveland Indians of a hit in the second inning at Jacobs Eleld. Batista 
then collided with Jason Giambi. Both players were shaken up but stayed in the game 
(Renters photo) 

Maduro said. “I have to 
spot my fastball better but 
my changeup is working 
well. The team seems to 
believe in me and that 
helps my confidence." 


Montreal (on Wednesday) 
and I expect to play." 

In Philadelphia, Mike 
Liebettbal hit a three-run 
homer and rookie Calvin 
Maduro allowed two runs 
over seven innings, lead- 
ing the Phila^lphia 
PhiUies to an 8-2 victory 
over the Pittsburgh F^tes. 

The Phillies snapped a 
1-1 tie with four runs in tbe 
fifth. 

“I'm getting more confi- 
dence all the .time", . 


Dale Sveum had three 
hits for the Pirates. 

In St Louis, Ron Gant 
fait a tbree-nm homer in the 
bottom of the ninth inning 
and Ray Lankford went 4- 
for-4 with two borne runs, 
lifting the Sl Louis Cardi- 


nals to a 9-7 vicmry over 
the San Francisco Giants. 

Dmitri Young led off the 
ninth with an ii^eld single 
off cl(»er Rod Beck f0-! i 
and Delino Deshields fol- 
lowed with a single to cen- 
tre field. Gant then drove a 
2-2 pitch over tbe left-field 
fence for his thiiti homer. 

“It was a pitch that I 
could not lei go." Gant 
said. *T bit it in the sweet 
spot and gave our team a 
victcwy." 


* Williams leads Indians past Athletics 


;l '0 
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CLEVELAND (R) — Man 
Williams siuq)ped a sev- 
enth-inning tie with a 
three-run homer and 

. n , 1 

.Hill 

Charles Nagy pitched 
. seven innings to lead the 

III 111 

Cleveland li^ians to a 10-4 

1 . Ms 1 

victory over tbe Oakland 


e 


^ 'I 


athletics on Tuesday. 

After Scott Brosius led 
off the top of the seventh 
with his first homer to tie 
the game 4-4, tbe Indians 
answered with three runs in 
their half. 

‘It's all about putting 
good swings on good pitch- 
es and not missing them 
when you get them.’' 
Williams said. 'It's about 
faxing and letting it hap- 
pen, instead of making it 
happen." 

In Boston, Gairec Ander- 
son's RBI single scored 
Jim Leyritz in the top of the 
ninth inning to lift t^ Ana- 
heim Angels to a 5-4 victo- 
ry over tbe Boston Red 
^x. 

With two out in the ninth, 
Leyritz doubled to left field 
off Butch Heniy. 

Ii was tbe eighth come- 
ftom-behind win for the 
Angels and seventh in their 
last at-baL 

In Chicago. Albert 
Belle’s sacrifice fly down 
the right-field line with one 
out in the bottom of the 
ninth innin g lifted the 
Chicago White Sox to a 2- 1 
victory over the Texas 
,^gers. 

TJaime Navarro (2-1) went 
tbe distance for his first 
complete game of the sea- 
son, allowing one run and 
six hits with one walk and 
seven strikeouts. 

‘^AU I did was go out 
there tonight and throw my 
game," Navarro said. 

In Detroit, Cal EldrecL 
combined with two reliev- 
ers on a seven-hitter and 
Jeff Cirillo singled home 
the go-ahead run in the top 
of tbe seventh inning as the 
Milwaukee Brewers edged 
the Detroit Tigefs 2-1 for 
dieir fourth straight win. 

Eldred Detroit to 
ran andiive hits, over"** 
six innings widi four walks 
/‘^||d six strikeouts. 

■^amiea Easley went 3- 



Colorado Rockies Eirt Manwaxing (R) tags Houston Astros Brad Ausmus out at home plate in the top of the sev- 
enth inning. Teammate Bob Abreu (Far R) cheers Ausmos. Tbe Astros defeated the Ro^es 3-1 in die .Astrodome 
in Houston (Renters photo) 


Rumman Hi ll Climb 
qualifier set for Friday 


By Roofan Nahhas 
Special to the Jon^ Times 

AMMAN — The Kingdom’s most popular 
auto sports event, the Rumman Hill Climb 
kicks off Friday with 49 Jordanian partici- 
pants taking part. 

Fu^t initiate by His Majesty King Hus- 
ain in 19S6. the Rumman Hill Climb track 
is three-kiJometres long in one of the most 
scenic parts of tbe Kingdom near Jarash. 

Competitors in the two session event will 
be hying to break the record set by King 
Hussein in 1989 in his Mercedes Benz 190 
with a time of 1: S7: 28. 

This race is considered a winning ticket 
to qualiJfy for the International R umman 
Hill Climb sponsored by Pepsi in August 
15. 1997. 

Jordan's Bashar Bustami is a strong can- 
didate to win the race which will allow him 
to compete in the international event in 
August 

Event organisers, the Royal Automobile 
Club of Jordan (RACJ) said that the dri- 


vers' whose cars are not technically 
equipped in what concerns safety measure- 
ments would be allowed to compete Friday. 

Meanwhile, in tbe intemadond event dri- 
vers are asked to equip their cars with safe- 
ty measurements that range ftoro having a 
steel cage and steel bars for protection. 

Jordan's champions Ahmad Dawoud, 
Ma'nouf Abu Samra, Bashar Bustami and 
Tareq 'I^a'a are just a few names who will 
compete in the event with hopes for tbe 
international competition. 

Two ladies will take part in this year’s 
event: Tala Sbawa and Nancy Majali. 

The Rumman Hill Climb takes place 17- 
Idlometres north of Amman just off the 
Jarash Highway, two kilometres north of 
Rumman village and the results are entered 
in the Jordan Drivers Open Championship. 

Trophies will be distributed to overall 
fastest time, single fastest time, fastest car 
in the group and overall fastest time regis- 
tered by a lady. 



Kentucky Derby contender Cryto Star recrives a kiss on the nose from his train- 
er Wayne Catalano in his stall on the backside of Cburcbchill Downs in 
Louisville. Kentucky. Cryto Star is preparing for tbe 123rd runniog of the Derby 
which will fake plara on May 3 (Reuters photo) 


Chapuisat to seek French citizenship 


ZURICH (R) — Swiss soccer iniemaiional 
'Stephane Chapuisat will seek French citi- 
zenship to msd:e it easier to move among 
European Union countries but will continue 
to play for Switzerland's national team, a 
new^aper reported on Wednesday. 

“As soon as I have a day off 1 will go to 
tbe embassy in Duesseldorf and apply for 
French citizenship,” The Borussia Dort- 
mund ceDtre-forward told the mass-circula- 
tion Blick. 


“In June 1998 my contract with Dort- 
mund runs out As a Frenchman I would be 
an EU citizen. This opens up new opportu- 
nities for me,” be was quoted as saying. 

French citizenship would make it easier' 
for Chapuisat, 28, to transfer to France next 
year because he would not be a foreigner. 

Chapuisat. who is married to a French- 
woman, told the paper he would maintain 
his Swiss citizenship as well and continue 
to play for the national team. 


for-4 for his third three-hit 
game of the season, but the 
Tigers lost for the fifth time 
in six games. -■* 

In Kansas City, Chili 
Davis led off the bc^m of 
the 10th inning with the 
300th homer of his career, 
giving the Kansas City 
Royals a 6-5 victory over 
the' Toronto Blue Jays. 

Davis drilled a 3-2 pitch 
from reliever Paul Qua- 
ntrill over the left-centre 
field fence. The switch-hit- 
ter is 6-for-9 against 
quantrill in his career. 

“What was so wierd 
about it was (third-base 
coach) Rich Dauer said to 
me in the dugout ‘Oh, 
you’re leading off. We), 
tbe games over.’" 

Jose Offerman, activated 
off the (fisabled list today, 
hit a three-run homer and 
Johnny Damon added a 
two-run single for the Roy- 
als. 

At Minnesota, Brady 
“Anderson's rwo-run triple 
highlighted a four-run sixth 
inning as the Baltimore 
Orioles rallied for 6-4 vic- 


tory over Minnesota, hand- 
ing the twins their sixth 
straight loss. 

Roberto Alomar went 3- 
for-5 and Anderson, Pete 
Incaviglia and Rafael Pai- 
miero each had two hits for 
the Orioles, who are 3-0 


against Minnesota this 
year. Incaviglia his his first 
homer of tbe season. 

In New York, former 
Yankee Russ Davis had a 
career-high four RBI and the 
Seattle Mariners used a five- 
run eighth inning to defeat 
the New York Yankees 7-5. 


WANTED 

European household is looking for 
tive-in house keepers, preferably a couple. 
Good command of English is a must. 

Toi: No.; 5471213 between 11:00 to 19:00 until 
Saturday. After that Tel: No.: 5531552 between 
11:00 to 19:00 


Furnished Villa For Rent 

A villa of two basement floors in addition to a second 
floor consists of two flats, each flat consisting of 2 
bedrooms, bathroom, big kitchen, veranda, salon, 
dining room overlooking a garden. The 1st floor of 
an area 300 sq.m., consists of 3 bedrooms (one is 
master), 3 bathrooms, big kitchen, living room, 
salon, dining, laundry room. The basement consists 
of big lounge, kitchen, bathroom, garage for 2 cars, 
guard's room and' iTfaktqTTonr with its utdlties.- Scqser 
deluxe new building. 

Location: Airport Road 
Please call owner at Tel. 079 231 OS 


"GIPSY SINGS" 


FOR^ 

GRvnr 


LOS NlhTOSJDE SARA 


GOREN BRIDGE 





WITH OMAR SHAHIP 
» TANNAH HIRSCH 

MM TiaiM HMi smoa. n 


IT'S THERE FOR ALL TO CODNT 
Neilber vulnerable. South deale. 


WEST 
A9768 
7KQ 
0QJ942 
4Q9 


NORTH 

AEJ4S 

91075S 

C-108 

*K107 


SOUTH 

*85 

CA8642 

OAE 

*AJ$S 


EAST 

*AQ10 

<?J9 

«7653 

*8642 


Thebidifing 
SOUTH WE9T 


TICKET 

^ORTE GRAND HOTEWEISAII 
4(LFR^0 I£ST4lUkrx^) 

' -FREDDY FOR UUS1C(&AUEKS} 


-UDKA CAFFE ABDOUN} 
-TECHNiCSlSHUEKAHt 


-FOUAO SUPER UAkKETfSimEFElO -FIRAS STiRE0|MBALM-HU&SElQ 
4IUS1C BOXf cacia -CHIU HOUSEGUGEIFIEHI 

■ Mmi£B(SS^IlMIUBUBVJEriU'FQinEGSMO 
' RES5«WnON AND MPORHATION: PORIE GRAND 1U. 
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NORTH EAST 
17 Prm ZC Pm 

8* Pm 49 Pm 

Pass Paas 

Opening lead: Queen of C> 

If you are a good guesser, four 
hearts is a siiaple contract to moke 
(ince trumps break evenly, if you 
are not. you ha^'O to rely on sound 
technique to get home. 

Once North raised hearts. South 
nude a help^uit Die] hid in duba 
Despite holding minimum values. 
Northe four trumps and elub flllers 
vi'ere persuasive arguineiitB in favor 
oT going straight to game. 

Weal led tbe queun of diamonds. 


and South was reasonably happy 

^th his eontraet. After winaing ihe 
Ung of diamoads, declarer essbed 
tbe two red-suit aces and ant- 
ed with a iruap. When besrte 
broke evenly declarer's satisfaction 
increased. 

In with a high trump. West exil- 
ed with a low spade. Since West 
wae now marlicd with 8 poinu in 
tbe red suits and, with the ace of 
spades os wdl, might have made a 
takeout double of one heart, ded^ 
er finessed the jack. East won the 
queen, cashed the ace and exited 
with the lea, giving declarer one 
club discard. But declarer still hod 
to ilnii the queen of dubs to land 
the game. After cashing the aee of 
elubs, the ten was run to West’s 
queen down one. 

South could have done a little 
better. Lel’e suppose that when 
West shifted to the three of spades 
after winoing the second trump, 
declsrer had played low from dum- 
my! East eould win ehenply, but is 
endplsyed. The ace of spades and 
mother gives declarer two spade 
tricks and limits dedarer's lasses to 
two spades and a trump. A diamond 
allows South to ruiT in hand while 
discarding a club from the table, 
and the dub loser vanishes A dub 
return mlves declarer’s problem in 
that suit Malang fbur-edd. 
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Labour loader Tony Blair and his wife Cherie shake hands with supporters on Wednesday, during a rally in 
Stockton-on-Tees market on the final dav of the election campaign. As the British election campaign entered 
its last 24 hours, Mr. Tony Blair asked the country' to choose a future of hope with his party (AFP photo) 


Labour seems already victorious 


in countdown to British elections 


'Don ’t throw success away in one 


careless moment' — Major pleads 


LONDON «AFP) — Hours 
I'roin elections widely 
e\pccieii in pul him out of 
work and hrin^ in u Labour 
}:t»vernnieni. Prime Minister 
John Major Wednesday 
pleaded with voters not lo 
‘’throw awdv vmr success... 
in one careless momciu," 

Challcnper Tony Blair 
warned that allt'ih'conserv* 
alive term would mean “u 
future which threatens 
every family in Britain." 

Mr. Major called the 
Tluirsday general olccrions 
•‘Britain’s day of destiny.'* 

“One cro.ss in the wrong 
place on the ballot p^per 
i 4 imorrow.‘‘ he said in u fmul 
TV' aJdres.s. “eould wreck 
everything we have 
achieved together. 

"Low- inllatlon... low 
mortgages... fulling iinem- 
ploymeiil. inir economic 
sutvess is hvo giHHl to give 
up." Mr. Major said in Ins 
hallmark "Ciray Man" 


monotone voice. 

“Don't take the risk. In 
one careless moment, don't 


throw our success away." 

.Again and again through- 
out the day. Mr. Major 
returned to the same theme, 
a forlorn. la.«!-ditch plea not 
to be misled by the “false 
attraction" of Labour's 
“woll-packagcd marketing 
scam." 

"Don't fall for it," he told 
u press conference. "Don’t 
be taken in." 

Ironically, an egg thrown 
at his limousine by a labour 
heckler outside a supermar- 
ket in Stevenuge. north of 
London. ga\e Nlr. Major the 
only genuine opportunity to 
vary his day's campaign 
pitch. 

“Well, this is the LaK^ur 
Party in the country." ho 
said. “This is what they are 
really like. 

"Don't be misled by the 
warm words of Labour 
change they give you at 
pre.ss* conferences — this is 
the old labvHir Party out in 
the country, wanting to 
spend, wanting to n.nion- 
uli.se. waniinu'^ ti* demon- 


strate, wanting to support 
the trade unions." 

But the toughest moment 
of Mr. Major's day was not 
the egg-throw ing incident. 

It came instead during u 
television call-in show- 
when disgusted Tory voter 
Margaret' Cuniss of 
Southampton told him. “We 
are going to lose tomorrow. 
John. 

"We are going to lose 
because we have not woken 
up in time to the fact that the 
goal posts have moved, and 
the Labour Party are a dif- 
ferent animal, and that ulti- 
mately has to rest at your 
door.'* 

"I don't .share your view," 
Mr. Major told her. 

"This election is there to 
be won. There are huge 
numbers of people who are 
undecided... lots of people 
who arc undeclared and I 
beliese wc are going to 
win." 

Mr. Blair, his 20-point 
lead in ilie piMIs holding 
steadv and .seeminglv 


unstoppable. implored 
undecided voters to go for 
"a better future with new 
Labour," 

He constantly imtshed 
aside questions that pre- 
sumed a Labour landslide. 
in.slsiing he was taking 
nothing for granted, fight- 
ing for every vote up to the 
last minute. 

“The only poll that counts 
is the one on election day.*" 
he repeated. “We will not 
stop trying to persuadie peo- 
ple to put their trust in 
Labour. Between now and 
when the polls close tomor- 
row night we will strive for 
every vote in every corner 
of tlw country." 

“Our message today." said 
Shadow Chancellor Gordon 
Brown, "is. don't ju.st ht^ 
for change, vote for change. 

’The time to consider 
protest simply is over," he 
told a news conference. “If 
you want change on Friday, 
you must vote for Labour 
on ‘Thursday." 


Pollard appeals to 


Israel for pressure 


Iran tops USA’s 
terrorism blacklist 


THL A\1V i.\Pi — 
Convicted spy Jonathan 
Fidl.ird pciiiii'Mcvi the 
Mipremc c>nin on 
Wednesday t»i fi'rcc Israel 
ill :i‘i'opm/c him js an 
.l-.iaeli .iccnt .ind slop up 
oifoTis to win his release 
lioin an Anu’iK.it: ijil. 

"Wc h«’pe to h'jht .1 I'lrc 
iiDiler the israoh covorn- 
mciil lo fulfiil tliCi r com- 
mitments .ind ihcii promis- 
es 10 Jmiathan Poll.ird." 
Poll.ird's l.iwycr. Larry 
Dub, told the \ssivi.ised 
Press. 

Poll.ird. .1 former n;iv> 

.inalyst, is serving! a life 
SL'tiienee lor nassing L'.S. 
mihi.ii'y secrets tn Isr.ie!. 
Me h.is K'cn in |ji] since 
IM.S5 

Pollard's wife Esther told 
Israel tinny Radio that 
Israel has nut done enough 
lo release her husband. 42 . 
who ts siiffcnng from 
arthntis and developtne 
gl.iucouma. 

"He lias been sitting there 
for 12 years. There has 
been niv paigress. The situ- 
ation i.s one of helpless- 
ness. They promise and do 
noiJjing." she said. 

The appeal asks the court 
to order Pnme Mtnister 
Bcnyuniin Net.inyaliu to 
publicly name Pollard as 
an agent and specify what 
is being dim* to get him 
released. 

The petition also accuses 
the cov'cmmcni i»J “breach 
of promise" for refasing to 
continue funding Pollard's 
defence and supponing his 
wife. Mr. Dub said. 

•*W'e hope that the result 


of tiling this arp-’J: will be 
that the govemmen! wiil 
lake his c.ise m«.>re seriis’js- 
ly ,ind will ruin!! commi:- 
ments to bring a’po::! the 
release and :n di'n.'Uss ids 
rcle.i^ with the .Air.enc.m 
oJTiciais ai even oppvnu- 

tiity." Mr. Dub s.-,id 

Mr. Neiaiivahe. s;iid in a 
siaiemem :lu: 'r.e has 

worked for many years 70 
tn to bring .ihouJ P'lliard's 
release and sa;d he brings 
up the subjest in every vis;; 
t«'' Washington and every 
mcetmg with L'.S .sJminis- 
rration oftlcials 

"The priiTie minister will 
continue to do ali b.e can 10 
bring Jonathan Piillard to 
Israel." the siutemeni said. 

Pollard is wtinvmly 'neing 
held u: the Federal 

CojTCcliona! Instirution in 
Butner. Norili Carolina. 

I.n July L\S. 

Presidcni ' Btli Ciinion 
rejeeted a clemency plea 
by Pollard, citing ihe enor- 
mity of his crime. Pollard's 
lack »>f remorse, and the 
damage he caused L'.S. 
security. 

Before his election. Mr. 
Netanyahu promised Mrs. 
Pollard he would prod the 
.Americans to free her hus- 
band. But Mrs. Pollard said 
the prime minister has dis- 
appointed her. 

in trips to the L'niied 
States and in meetings w iih 
Mr. Climon. "he didn't 
even whisper his name." 
.she said. “When we asked 
his advisors they said it is 
not the right time. It is 
never the right time to talk 
about Jv’naihan Pollard." 


WA.SHINGTON i.AFPl — 
For the third amsecuttve 
year, ihv I’nited .States is vet 
t'.‘ p»'<i.'ii an accusing finger at 
Iran and sj\ oilier couimics 
!'■•» ..upponing lerrorisni. 
Cuba. Iran, Iraq, Libya. 
Nonh Kore.i. Sudan ,"»:id 
Svnj will be ciled as si^ie 
-pi'nsors of cerrvr in the 
Ss.itc Depanment's IWft 
repoit oil ierrv>risni u» be 
released Wednesday, u L'.S. 
oMleial ^.iid. 

T!ie list has remained 
unchanged since Sudan was 
added 10 ’.he blacklist ia 
!*W.s. L'nder L'.S. law. those 
-tales identified by the Stoic 
Department as lending sup- 
pv>rt or toleraiing terroriM.s 


are burred from receiving 
l'.S. development and mili- 
tary aid among other penal- 
ties. 

'The release of the rcpcwi. 
which has branded Iran the 
premier state sponsor «>f ler- 
mrism sincv the I**80s, 
comes on the heels of a deci- 
sion by the European Union 
lo iimglK.’ii its stance towards 
Tehran. 

The I5-naiion European 
Union decided at a meeting 
in Luvemhouig Tuc*a!ay to 
ban ministerial visits with 
Iran and to end the critical 
dialogue it had been pursu- 
ing with the Islamist regime 
>0 irv to influence its bebav- 


U.N. plans Turkish, 


Greek Cypriot talks 


UNITED N.ATIONS *R» — 
Sccrvury-Oencra! Koti .Annan 
said on Tuesday that if a face- 
uvface ineeung in June 

between ihe leaders of the 
Greek and Turidih Cypriot 
con'Jiiunjiies wen: well, he 
hoped to hold two n'tore ses- 
sions that would uidicuK by 
September whether pn.’gress 
could be made. 

"1 do hope that the tw o lead- 
ers will come prepa-red to work 
With me 10 resolve this long- 
stiiding conflici." he s;dd. 
replying to a question from a 
Cv^prav Broadcasting 

Coiporalion reponer during a 
glivbal forum ('pguni.'>ed by the 
Cable .News Network CNN, 

Cyprus has been virtually 
pamdoned since 1 974 when 
avktps front Turkey ir<ik vv,rr 


the north of the island after a 
hrid' coup in Nicosia engi- 
neered In the junta then ruling 
Greece. 'The United Nadoos 
has been trying for nuxe than 
20 yearii 10 reunite CypitK 
under a federal system. 

Mr. .Annan, w bo was vi^dog 
.AUanUi, Gectfpa, be had 
met both Preskfers Glafcos 
Clcridcs. head of the Greek 
Cypnui community, and 
Turkish Cyprirt leader Rauf 
Dccktaidt. 

“If all goes well in June I 
would e.xpcct to have a face-to- 
face meeting. Wc would invite 
the two leaefers. I would open 
the meeting," the secretary- 
general saidl 

Mr. Clcridcs and Mr. 
Denktash ore nvx known to 
have met forneariv three veais. 
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Turkish prosecutor seeks 
death sentence for forty- 


two Islamists in custody 


ANKARA (Agencies) — A 
state prosecutor on 
Wednesday requested the 
death sentence for 42 
Islamists charged with set- 
ting a hotel blaze diat Jellied 
37 left-wing iiueUecmals 
four years ago, the Anatolia 
news agency said. 

The July 2, 1993 incident 
is the worst Islamist moti- 
vated crime in modem 
Turicey's history. Scores of 
religious extremists set fire 
to die hotel in the central 
town of Sivas where intel- 
lectuals were holding a con- 
ference. Thir^ seven people 
were burned alive. 

Id 1994, a court sentenced 
27 suspects out of a total 1 24 
on trial to IS years in Jail for 
murder. 

But a higher appeals court 
last December ov*ertumed 
the sentences and called for 
a new trial, qualifying the 
1993 incident as a “funda- 
mentalist rebellion" that 
required more severe pun- 
islunenL 

The prosecutor on Wed- 
nesday asked that the 42 sus- 
pects be retried on the more 
serious charge of “trying to 
forcefully cl^ge the consd- 
tudonal regime" and 
requested capital punish- 
menL 

He also demanded LS-year 
sentences for 39 other sus- 
pects and asked that the rest 
be acquitted. 

The prosecutor's move 
came amid a bitter row 
between Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan's ruling 
pro-Islamist Welfare Pa;^' 
and the powerful military, 
which sees itself as the 


guardian of modem 
Turkey's secular heritage, 
over creeping Islamisadoo. 

A senior military official 
said on Tuesday that the 
fight against pio-Islara'st 
radicalism was the highest 
priority of the Turkish army. 

“Fighting religious funda- 
mentalism is of vital impor- 
tance for the Tuiidsh inili- 
tary." Lieutenant-General 
Cetin Dogan. a senim' offi- 
cial at the Turkish General 
Staff, told a briefing for 
reporters. 

In the Sivas incidenL hun- 
dreds of angry pro-lslamisi 
protesters held a demonstra- 
tion in the city centre alter a 
leading leftist writer. Aziz 
Nesin. “questioned the origi- 
naJity of the Koran" at a con- 
ference in the town. 

Mr. Nesin further angered 
Islamists when he published 
in a leftist newspaper 
extracts firom “The Satanic 
Mases" by British author 
Salman Rushdie, for whom 
Iran has issued a death sen- 
tence for blasphemy against 
Islam. 

Extremists later torched 
Madimak Hotel. Though 37 
died in the blaze Mr. Nesin 
and several others survived. 

Temel Karamollao^u. the 
Islamist mayor of Sivas at 
the time wto was publicly 
criticised over the incident, 
is now a parliamentaiy 
deputy and one of Wel^un's 
admuustrators. 

Pro-Islainic Justice Mini- 
ster Sevket Kazan was the 
lawyer of several defendants 
in tte first trial. 

Turkey's military-domi- 
nated top body last Saturday 


ordered the govemmenl to 
implement previously 
agreed tough measures to 
curb pro-Islamist extrem- 
ism, including the education 
refdim which calls for the 
closure of hundreds of 
Islamist schools. 

The National Securi^ 
CounciL effectively a vehi- 
cle for army Influence on 
politics, forced the govern- 
ment in February to approve 
a package of measores 
aimkl at ^ting the trend. 

Other measures agreed at 
the time included a ban on 
pro-Islamist propaganda on 
television, the sacking of 
religious extremists from 
state services, limitations on 
religious dressing and 
tighter controls on Islamist 
foundations. 

However. Welfare reluc- 
tance to implement the mea- 
sures has kept tensions high. 

Two pro-secular ministers 
from Foreign Minister Tansu 
Ciller's True Path Party, Mr. 
Erbakan’s conservative 
coalition partner, resigned 
from the cabinet last 
Saturday, blaming the pre- 
mier's pro-Islamist slant. 

The army-lslamist rift has 
raised fears of a military 
coup, although top military 
commanders have ruled out 
the possibility and called for 
ways of a parliamentary set- 
tlement to the political prob- 
lems. 

Meanwhile, a Turkish 
court sentenced more than 
100 Islamist sect members 
to three years in prison on 
Wednesdav for challenging 
the official secularist order. 
Judge Orhan Karadeniz said. 


Greece, Turkey attempt 


to solve old differences 


ISTANBUL CAFP) — 
Visiting Greek Foreign 
Minister Theodores Pan- 
galos said here Wednesday 
that Greece and Turitey 
would work together to soK*e 
their long-standing disputes. 

“We sh^l do wbk is possi- 
ble to overcome the difficul- 
ties of the past." Mr. 
Pangaios told reporters after 
a meeting with Turkish 
Foreign Minister Tansu 
Ciller. 

“In both countries there is 
an understanding now that 
we can have peaceful rela- 
tions and cooperation that is 
of interest of tolh countries." 
Greece thinks that Turkey's 
place is in Europe and that 
there is a future for the 
Turkish people in the 
European family. 

“Wc very much hope that 
through our dedication and 
work, solutions have well to 
be found and we think there 
is big popular support in 
both countries for braer rela- 


uons. 

Ms. Ciller said: "Wc have 
exchanged views on what 
could be done to promote the 
lies between the two coun- 


tnes. 

Ms. Ciller and .Mr. 
Pongulos met on the side- 
lines of a Black Sea cooper- 
ation meeting. 

They had walked out of a 


hall where the Black Sea for- 
eign ministers were meeting 
and began face-ro-face talks 
in another room at an 
Istanbul hotel, according to 
an AFP reporter on the 
scene. 

Greece announced at a 
meeting between Turkish 
and European Union (HIT) 
officials in Luxembourg on 
Tuesday that it would main- 
tain a veto on planned EU 
aid for arch rival Turkey. 

Despite the veto. EU. 
Greek and Turkish diplomats 
say that in recent weeks an 
atmosphere of rapproche- 
ment has emerged between 
the two No^ Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation iN.ATOj 
members which may pave 
the way for a process of set- 
tlemem of their sovereignty 
disputes over the Aegean 
Sea. ' 

Wary of Turkisb-Greek 
rows paralysing its southern 
flank. N'.ATO. and in particu- 
lar the United States, have 
urged .Ankara and .Athens to 
step up efforts to resolve 
ihcir differences. 

Turkey and Greece came 
to the brink of war in 
January last year over the 
Novercignty of a handhil of 
rocky islets in the Aegean 
Sea. Only L’.S. diplomatic 
pressure prevented an armed 
confrontation. 


The two countries are also 
involved in the long-lasting 
Cyprus problem. 

Mr. Ciller said Tuesday in 
Luxembourg that Greece 
and Turkey had agreed to set 
up a joint conuninee of wise 
men lo explore avenues for 
settling their long-standing 
differences. 

“We managed to reach 
agreement on a Greek- 
Turkish committee of wise 
men and we hope this group 
will succeed in exploring 
balanced solutions" to the 
problems, she had said. 

The accord came as EU 
officials and Turkey held 
their first formal ineeting 
after a freeze of 18 months 
imposed by Greece in a 
quarrel with Turkey over 
ownership of the Aegean 
islets. 

In a joint siatement the 15 
EU states took nore that 
Turkey “confirms that it has 
no territorial claims." EU 
members also reminded 
Turkey of the need to 
renounce force to settle terri- 
torial differences and take 
disputes to the international 
court in the Hague. 

However, despite the con- 
ciliatory tone from Turkey. 
Greece refti.sed to lift its veto 
on a 375 million ECU iS330 
million ) aid package ro 
Ankara. 


Iran denies Turkish military accusations 


TEHRAN tAFPj — Iranian 
Foreign Mini.ster Ali .Akbar 
Velayati on Wednesday 
rejected as “unfounded" 
accusations by a Turkish 
general that Iran backed 
Kurdish seporatisLs and 
Islamist rebel groups in 
Turkey. 

Mr. Velayati said on the 
sidelines of a press confer- 
ence that be bkl heard the 
“opposite" in talks on 


Tuesday with Turkish 
Foreign Ministry Adviser 
Salim Ansarioglu. 

"Mr Ansarioglu thanked 
us for cooperation with 
Turkey to establish security 
along the two countries' 
border." he said. 

Mr. Ansarioglu is here to 
attend a ministerial confer- 
ence of the Economic 
Cooperation Organisation, 
a regional alliance group. 

Tu^sh General Kenait 
Deniz on Tuesday accused 
Iran of giving logistical sup- 


port to the Kurdish Labour 
Party fPKKi and backing 
"fundamentalist Islamic 
organisations, including the 
local Hizbollah. in order to 
harm the established order 
in Turkey. ’ .Another top 
military official, spealdng at 
the same briefing, said Siat 
Turkey should be prepared 
to use force against coun- 
tries backing the PKK 
rebels. 

"Uniess political and eco- 
npmjc methods work, 
Turkey should take into 
account the possibility of 
using force against coun- 
tnes supporting fseparatisti 
rertorism.'’ the unnamed 
mihtary' official said with- 
outmentioning any countrv 

The accusations against 
J^an came amid a bitter row 

te^een Turkey's Islamist- 

ea government and the mil- 
!^ ~'^juch sees itself as 
guardian of modem 
Turkey s secular heritage — 


over creeping Islamisation 
Mr. Deniz. in charge of 
the Turkish army’s internal 
security Operations, told 
reporters that in addition to 
backing Islamist group.s, 
™ was also providing 
^gisucal support to the 
Kurdish separatists. 

. currentlv 500 

0 600 PKK milimt^ts in 
^lan territoiy." he said. 

that the Islamist 
sure was - using terrorism 
for its political ends." 

Iran has repeatedly denied 
aiding the PKK and even 
^iMd to cooperate lo ensure 
border securitv 

But the Turkish official 
denounced ]nn\ 

arrSrS 

rag tactic." ^ delay- 
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Price for Chinese 
snuff bottle nothing 
to sniff at 


hong KONG (■R) — Th® 
smallest lot at a Sothebys 
auction went for a I^ce that 
was nothing to sniff m on 
Monday when one 
;,ajd 'HKS1.67 nulhon 

fs’15.760) for 

ty Chinese snuff bottle. TTie 
a veiy impenal 

enameUa) gla» 
double-gourd snuff bot^ 

from Ihe 

(1 736-1 795 »• aitra*-'*™ nerce 
bi^g and 

estimates of to 

Cl 15,000. Sotheby s said ui a 
statement. "Snuff bottles 
niade by the Beijmg palace 

workshop continued to amet 

strong imeresu" u 
snuff bottles on offer brought 
In more than S70.000, well 
above pre-saie estimates, 

Sotheb>''s said. 
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Bangladeshi unde 
to die for sex Idliing 

of eight-year-old 

niece 


DHAKA <AFPl — Agi 
Banaladeshi vUlager has been'*' 
sentenced to death by hangmg 
for the rape and murder of his 
eisht-vear-old niece, newspa- 
pere reported here Tuesday. 
The judge in norifaeastem 
Narsingdi town Monday 
hanited down the judgement 
convicting Abdul Motaleb for 
the August 1995 mcideni in 
Bagdi village, some 35 kilo- 
metres from here, the Sangbad 
daily reported. Reports quot- 
ing prosecutors said Motaleb 
took the girl, identified only as 
Nilufa. to his home one 
evening, raped her viciously 
and left her bleeding and 
screaming on a nearby road. 
The girl died in hospital hours 
later. Neighbours arid the vic- 
tim's parents detained 
Motaleb. 


Pro-China group 
to show film on , 
opium war 
to mark Hong Kong 
handover 


HONG KONG lAFP) — A 
Chinese company will screen 
an episode of u television 
series here on the Sino-British 
opium war which ended 
Beijing rule over Hong Kong 
in 1842. it was announced 
Tuesday. The 18-puri series 
“Lin Zexu" will also be aired 
in Taiwan and Singapore after 
its premiere at u Hong Kong 
hotel Tuesday. Huamin Hold- 
ings said in a front-page 
advertisement in the China- 
backed Ta Kung Pao daily. 
Hong Kong's Asia Television 
will screen the entire scries 
before the British territory 
returns to Chinese rule on July 
1. it said. The Sino-BritiiiM 
opium war was* sparked when 
Lin. a Qing Dynasty special 
commissioner in Guangzhou, 
ordered seizures and burnings 
of the drag to stamp out the 
opium trade, which was at the 
time led by British merchants. 
A similar S9.6 million film on 
die opium war is also expect- 
ed to be released worldwide. 


Kon-Tiki copycat 
voyage not credible, 
says expert 

EASTER ISLAND. Chile iRi 
"T goal of a Spanish 
adventurer to sail a reed boat 
across the Pacific in a recre- 
ation of w ancient Polynesian 
voyage is bused on dubious 
hisloncal iJea.s. said a Chilean 
on Monday. 
I^^ropologist Claudio Cri^ 
□no. a Chilean amhropoloaisx 
called the project "an ocadeni- 
=^andal" hosed on hi.storicaI 
premiss that had long been 
dijwrediied as ‘-complete stu- 
Spa-nish adventurer 
N«un Munoz built the 3 (). 
long vessel, meant to he 

J^Pljca of primitive ships 

on the South 
island, on a beach on 
^Mer Island and plans to sail 

With ■ via SoniiXl. 

a multinational crew and 
'P^’^»cc and broih- 

int. f ' ^ won fiind- 

ri'm the government of 
Lhik the Spanish Royal 

F™. > fl., L, N. 


cuucauonai. 

! *rad CulturaL 

JrgdnisaUi>n (UNESCO) oi# 
companies. 




